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Description This archive consists of at least 38 texts (AD 94-110), which were found by Grenfell and 
Hunt in 1898-1899 in the southern part of Qasr el-Banat (ancient Euhemeria). The texts 
were discovered in the rubbish of a house, covered by the collapsed walls and ceiling. Two 
of the four rooms in the house yielded papyri belonging to the archive; in one of the other 
rooms an inscription was used as a doorstep.1 

The archive is still only partially published: 22 texts are fully edited, 29 are described and 33 
remain unpublished. Of the 51 published/described documents, 13 are uncertain (discussed 
below). The 38 certain texts consist of 35 letters, two contracts (91 and Stud. Pal. IV, p. 116-
117) and one account (102). The letters cover the whole timespan of the archive. 

Since the addressee is not mentioned in the letters 265-277 descr., the receivers of only 22 

                                                
1 SB III 6155 = I. Fayoum II 136 = C. Ord. Ptol. 70 = I. Prose 39, an asylia inscription from the temple of Amon at 
Euhemeria (69/68 BC). See P. Fay., 1900, p. 24-26 and 43-44. 
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letters are known. Thirteen are addressed to Epagathos, who managed the estate of Lucius 
Bellienus Gemellus in Euhemeria, and six were sent to Gemellus' son Sabinus.2 Since the 
majority of letters is addressed to Epagathos and since the contract Stud. Pal. IV, p. 116 was 
concluded by Epagathos on behalf of Gemellus (l. 4-5), the archive should be named after 
Epagathos instead of Gemellus.3 Sabinus apparently resided from time to time in the house 
of Epagathos. 

Gemellus wrote 25 letters (out of 35) and Sabinus 9.4 The last dated letter in the archive was 
written by Gemellus in AD 110. It has been suggested that Sabinus took over the direction 
of his father's estate after the latter's death around AD 110 (when he was already 78 years 
old).5 Since none of the letters written by Sabinus to the estate managers (phrontistai) is 
dated, this remains unproven. Sabinus may well have managed the estates together with his 
father. 

 The uncertain texts contain 11 documents found in the house of Epagathos but without 
demonstrable relation to the archive (124, 251 descr., 253 descr., 256-258 descr., 262-263 
descr., SB XVIII 13144-13145, Stud. Pal. IV, p. 118).6 Though Pap. Lugd. Bat. III 10, a 
contract concluded by Epagathos on behalf of Lucius Bellienus Gemellus, is clearly 
expected in the archive, it remains uncertain whether it was found in the house of 
Epagathos.7 

In P. Vind. Tand. 14, 38 Gemellus pays taxes on behalf of Alkime for a field at Psenhyris,8 
but this text does not belong to the archive. 

After his career as a legionary (91, 10-11), Lucius Bellienus Gemellus, born in AD 32 (91, 
12), settled in Aphrodites Berenikes Polis in the meris of Herakleides (115, 120).9 Wegener 
and Hohlwein convincingly showed that Gemellus was of Graeco-Egyptian descent.10 He 
administered himself his properties at Pseonnophris (118). The estates at Euhemeria, 

                                                
2 121 is addressed to Geminus (probably a colleague of Epagathos or his successor?). 261 descr., addressed by 
Sabinus to his father, is perhaps a draft; how 252 descr., sent by Gemellus to his ‘brother’ (adelphos) Antonius 
Maximus, ended up in the archive of Epagathos, is unclear. 
3 Although no one doubts that the archive texts were kept in Epagathos' house (see Hohlwein 1957, p. 81, Lindsay 
1963, p. 258 and D.P. Kehoe, Management and Investment on Estates in Roman Egypt during the Early Empire, 
Bonn, 1992, p. 66), the archive is often incorrectly named after Lucius Bellienus Gemellus. See e.g. Seidl 1973, p. 61, 
Montevecchi 19882, p. 252 n. 29 and Kehoe 1992, p. 66. Only Wegener, Pap. Lugd. Bat. III, 1942, p. 41 and Lindsay 
1963, p. 258 correctly attribute the archive to Epagathos. 
4 123 was sent to Sabinus by Harpokration, who may have been Sabinus' brother (see App. 1, comm.). 
5 Hohlwein 1957, p. 87-89; Lindsay 1963, p. 263. 
6 253 descr., 257-258 descr., 263 verso descr. and SB XVIII 13144-13145 are accounts, some of them possibly written 
by Epagathos or by Epagathos' orders; 256 descr., 262 descr. and Stud. Pal. IV, p. 118 are tax-receipts; 124 is a letter 
from Theogiton to Apollonios and 251 is a petition from Diodoros. For their findspot, see 124, introd. and 246-247 
descr., introd. 
7 The papyrus was a gift by Mrs. L. Hunt. See Pap. Lugd. Bat. III, 1942, p. XI. 
8 It is doubtful whether P. Laur. II 39 (with BL VIII, p. 164) has anything to do with the archive of Gemellus. This 
letter was attributed to the archive by the editor because it mentions the field Prophetes (TM Geo 1922) which returns 
in a letter from Gemellus to Epagathos (111, 26). That BGU I 156 (AD 201) would show the break-up of the estate of 
Gemellus, is even less likely (pace Lindsay 1963, p. 264-265). 
9 For the village Aphrodites Berenikes Polis, see TM Geo 232 and 
http://www.trismegistos.org/fayum/fayum2/232.php?geo_id=232. 
10 Wegener, Pap. Lugd. Bat. III, 1942, p. 40-41 and Hohlwein 1957, p. 70-72. 
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Dionysias, Apias, Sentheos epoikion and Chalothis were placed under Epagathos' 
supervision and his property at Psinachis seems to have been managed by Pasis.11 Gemellus 
owned arable land, garden-land, pastures, olive-yards, he also cultivated mustard and 
cabbages, raised sheep and pigs and produced oil. Gemellus' demand to send 28 (!) artabas 
of mustard (122), the employment of personnel in his own oil-press (91), his use of oxen 
(119) and of a saqqiah (122) all point to a relatively large estate. According to the account 
102 (see Azzarello 2014) Gemellus paid about 1400 daily wages during the olive-harvest, 
which lasted at least 11 days and was spread over at least three villages. At least 93 
labourers were employed on Tybi 21 in Apias alone. 

The archive offers a close look at the everyday life of Gemellus and his family. Gemellus had 
four sons (Sabinus, Harpokration, Lykos and X), a brother Marcus Antonius Maximus and 
one daughter Gemella who provided him with a grandchild. The family-man Gemellus 
celebrated the 400th day of his grandson and the birthday of his daughter (113, 14 and 119, 
30), cared for his friend Hermonax (113-114) and participated in the Roman Saturnalia and 
the Egyptian festival of Isis (118-119). He tried to ingratiate himself with the strategoi and 
the royal scribes by means of presents (117-118). 

 That his son Bellienus Sabinus has both a nomen gentilicium and a cognomen, does not per se 
make him a Roman citizen. But if Lucius Bellienus Gemellus enjoyed the same privileges as 
the legionary veteran Pompeius Niger, the sons of Bellienus Gemellus were Roman citizens 
as well.12 

Gemellus' letters to his slave Epagathos contain detailed (and sometimes reprimanding) 
instructions about the management of his properties,13 especially for the cultivation of the 
olive-yards. The duties of Epagathos were not confined to cultivation: Gemellus also asked 
him to buy lotus at Dionysias, to repay loans to individuals and debts to officials (110) and to 
conclude labour and loan contracts in his name (Pap. Lugd. Bat. III 10 and Stud. Pal. IV, p. 
116-117). 

Gemellus' spelling, illustrated in App. 2, and his grammar and handwriting have been 
described as ‘peculiarly atrocious’.14  

The documentary types in this archive are closely paralleled in the archive of Patron's 
descendants. Both archives mainly consist of letters sent by the landowners to their 
phrontistai, accounts concerning the management of properties, and contracts concluded by 
the phrontistai. 

Lindsay thought that the absence of a large amount of ‘business texts’ (loans etc.) in this 

                                                
11 Apart from the olive-yard of seven arouras at Dionysias and Gemellus' six arouras at Pseonnophris (118), the extent 
of the plots remains unknown. 
12 See P. Thomas 6, a declaration in the form of a double document (A and B) by Niger for the empire-wide census of 
47/48. Niger declares all his children, both those born during and after this military career, as Roman citizens (see esp. 
B, 2-3). 
13 See the contract Stud.Pal. IV, p. 117, l. 5 concluded on behalf of Gemellus διὰ Ἐπ[α]γά[θ]ου π[αι]δαρί[ου]. 
14 110, introduction. 
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archive means that Gemellus was averse to investments of his capital and was mainly 
interested in farming.15 Since this is Epagathos' archive, however, conclusions about 
Gemellus' economic activities from the type of texts kept in the archive are not allowed. 
That ‘farming texts’ outnumber ‘business texts’ is entirely normal in the archive of a 
phrontistes. Any business texts would have been kept by Gemellus in his own archive at 
Aphrodites Berenikes Polis. 

Archive texts - 22 published documents: P. Fay. 91, 102, 110-124, Pap. Lugd. Bat. III 10, SB XVIII 
13144-13145 (=P. Fay. 246-247 descr.), Stud. Pal. IV, p. 116-117 (=P. Fay. 260 descr.), 
Stud. Pal. IV, p. 118 (=P. Fay. 264 descr.). 

- 29 described documents: P. Fay. 248-259, 261, 262, 263 (Ro & Vo), 265-277 descr. 

- at least 33 unpublished items in the Ashmolean Museum (Oxford).16 

- uncertain: P. Fay. 124; 251, 253, 256-258, 262, 263 (Ro & Vo) descr.; Pap. Lugd. Bat. 
III 10; SB XVIII 13144-13145; Stud. Pal. IV, p. 118 [264]. 

Text types Certain: 35 letters (35), two contracts (2), account (1) = incoming and internal documents. 

Appendices App. 1. Stemma of the family 

The place of Gemellus' brother Antonius and Gemellus' sons Harpokration, Lykos and X 
depends on the interpretation of ‘adelphos’ in 252 descr. and 123, 2-3, 26-27. In letters, 
‘adelphos’ is not always a real brother. The place and age indication of X, son of Gemella, 
depends on the editor's interpretation of 113, 14-15. 

 
M. Antonius Maximus                      Lucius Bellienus Gemellus  x  ? 

                                                         (° 32 – † after 110) 

 

                         Gemella            Sabinus            Harpokration                   Lykos         X 

 

                             X 

                           (° AD 99) 

                                                
15 Lindsay 1963, p. 264. 
16 Information from J. France, Theadelpheia and Euhemeria: Village history in Greco-Roman Egypt, unpubl. diss. 
Leuven, 1999, p. 138. 
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 App. 2. End (l. 27-30) of 111, a letter from Lucius Bellienus Gemellus to Epagathos17 

µὴ οὖν ἄλλως πυήσῃς (read ποιήσῃς) / ἔρρωσο. (ἔτους) ι ̄ε̄ Αὐτοκράτορος 
/ Καίσαρος Δοµιτιανοῦ Σεβασ[τοῦ] / Γερµανικοῦ, µηνὸς Γερµανικ(  ) / ι ̄ε̄, ‘Do not neglect 
these instructions! Goodbye. Year 15 of Imperator Caesar Domitianus Augustus, 15 of the 
month Germanic( ) (= Germanicus = Thoth or Germaniceius = Pachon)’. 

 

 
 
 
 

                                                
17 Image courtesy of the Victoria University, Toronto. 


