
Page 1

wɪʟʟʏ cʟaʀʏsse > k a t ʜ o ʟ ɪ e k e  u ɴ ɪ v e ʀ s ɪ t e ɪ t  ʟ e u v e ɴ  > 2003-11-27

Archive of Milon, praktor

Place
Date

Language
Material

Number of texts
Type

Collections
Find/Acquisition

Apollonos Polis Megale (Edfu)
225-222 BC
Greek and demotic
Papyrus
32
Official archive
Berlin, Staatliche Museen.
Found in a jar in Elephantine, Egypt, in 1906 by Rubensohn.

Bibliography W. CLARYSSE, The Archive of the Praktor Milon, in K. VANDORPE – W. CLARYSSE (eds.),
Edfu, an Egyptian Provincial Capital in the Ptolemaic Period, Handelingen van het
Contactforum Brussels, 3 september 2001, Brussels 2003, pp.17-27.

Description The archive of Milon consists of 32 texts, 10 demotic and 22 Greek; 4 out of the 10 demotic
documents have a Greek subscription. Several demotic documents have a Greek abstract; one
(P.Bürgsch. 13 = P.Eleph. 27a) is preserved both in demotic and in Greek.

The papyri were found in Elephantine in the excavations by O. Rubensohn of 1906 and are
now in the Staatliche Museen, Berlin. They were placed in a round-bellied jar, which stood in a
narrow cellar (cf. P.Eleph., p.34). The jar was badly damaged when the surrounding mud brick
walls collapsed upon it, and could not be preserved. Some papyri also suffered, but on the
whole the texts are in a fairly good state. Unfortunately the excavator left no full report of the
finding and we have no idea how the individual texts were arranged within the jar. Rubensohn
(P.Eleph., p.66) casually mentions that some papyri were rolled one into the other, but there is
no detailed description nor are there any photographs of the find in situ. Perhaps the general
title for the whole dossier was written on the back of P.Eleph. 20, which has in large letters the
word EPISTOLAI “letters”.

Though the papyri were found on the island of Elephantine they deal with Edfu, about 100 km
to the north. All texts date from a mere three years, between 225 and 222 BC. Nineteen out of
32 documents are directed to Milon, and three to his predecessor Euphronios (P.Bürgsch. 14,
P.Eleph.dem. 7 and P.Eleph.Gr. 8). Euphronios was in function in 225 and 224, Milon is first
attested in the same function in May 223 (P.Eleph.dem. 5). Milon is therefore the last holder of
the archive, which is called after him. This also explains why the archive was not found in
Edfu, but in Elephantine. In November 223 Milon was in Aswan (P.Eleph.Gr. 9), and though
he was back in Edfu in September 222 (P.Eleph.Gr. 23), he may have returned to Aswan when
his position in Edfu had become difficult (P.Eleph.Gr. 12).

Both Euphronios and Milon are “commissioner (praktor) of the temples”. As Milon is called
several times “representative of Euphronios”, Euphronios was his superior. In November 223
Euphronios came on a visit to Edfu, where he had hoped to meet Milon (P.Eleph.Gr. 9); this
shows that by that time Euphronios was no longer resident in Edfu. From P.Eleph.Gr. 11 it
appears that he now resided in Diospolis Magna. Four letters are directed to Milon by
Euphronios, two of them showing a rather uneasy relationship. The archive is clearly that of an
official; there is a single business letter (P.Eleph.Gr. 13), which is also more personal, but its
author Andron is also involved in the financial administration of the temples. In this case two
colleagues seem to have developed a more personal relationship.

The Greek Milon was involved in the financial control, by the Ptolemaic administration, of the
temples in and around Edfu. One text (P.Eleph.Gr. 10) may even illustrate the financing of the
building of the Edfu temple, which had just started at that time. In particular the documents
illustrate the system of guarantees which was all-pervasive in dealings with the government.
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building of the Edfu temple, which had just started at that time. In particular the documents
illustrate the system of guarantees which was all-pervasive in dealings with the government.

In my opinion the “praktor of the temples” was a temporary official, called up because some of
the priests could not pay their debts to the temple and/or to the government. Temple and
government interests are not clearly distinguished. The verb pravttw means “to exact payment,
to execute” and the Ptolemaic praktor is a kind of bailiff; it is only in the Roman period that
the term is used for tax-collectors. In Edfu the presence of a praktor ton hieron in the period
225-222 shows that the finances of the temple were in a mess and that a kind of curator was put
into place to reshape or rearrange the burden of debts. The main affair Milon had to deal with
was the public sale of lands and other immovables of a prominent Egyptian priestly family
from Edfu, the sons of Estphenis. This takes up a good deal of his archive (P.Bürgsch. 13,
13bis, P.Eleph.Gr. 27b, 18-21, 24, 25, 27b) and Milon is even accused of obstruction to the
disadvantage of the crown.

The 22 texts directed to Euphronios and Milon are the kernel of the archive: as often happens,
Milon took over part of the archive of his predecessor. Nine texts remain for which the link is
less direct and which can be attributed to the Milon archive mainly because of the find
circumstances. Two are mere fragments (P.Eleph., p.83 fragms. 2 and 3), but the others
deserve closer attention:

- P.Eleph.Gr. 29 is the recto of P.Bürgsch. 13 : a demotic memorandum to Milon was written
on the back of a Greek papyrus. The recto has no links with the archive as such.

- P.Eleph.Gr. 19 is a bid by Patous son of Machois addressed to Apollodoros for the land of the
sons of Estphenis. Normally such bids are addressed to Milon, but here Milon is accused of
obstructing the normal procedure and Apollodoros is asked to call upon Milon and order him to
look after the interests of the king. Apollodoros apparently handed over this letter to Milon and
that is how it became part of the archive. In P.Eleph.Gr. 18 Milon reacts against the sons of
Machois.

- P.Eleph.Gr. 15 is a letter to the banker Paniskos, ordering him to book a payment into the
bank of Arsinoe. The name of the sender is lost, but the address “to Paniskos in the
Apollonopolite nome” suggests that it came from outside the nome. With this memorandum
was sent “a copy of the hypomnema of Pinyris, Berenebthis and Psintaes the sons of
Estphenis”. Such a memorandum is preserved in P.Bürgsch. 13bis, but it is dated there in
December, three months later than P.Eleph.Gr. 15.

- P.Eleph.dem. 8 and 9  are lists of priests with the revenues they receive from the temple. The
link with the archive is especially clear in the case of P.Eleph.dem. 8, which mentions
Berenebthis son of Estphenis, one of the former highpriests in financial trouble.

- P.Eleph.Gr. 14 is a set of rules for sales at public auction of land and priestly revenues. Milon
kept a copy of this legal text because as a praktor he had to deal with exactly such a case.

- the most puzzling item is P.Eleph.Gr. 28, a letter from Mnesarchos, no doubt the thebarch, to
Antipatros and Apollonides concerning the wages of 231 hunters, probably elephant-hunters in
the deep South. The letter is written when Milon was in Aswan and the only link with the
archive is the banker Paniskos, who here also has to make the payment through the bank in
Arsinoe. But why he should have given a copy of this letter to Milon remains unclear.


