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Place 
Date 

Language 
Material 

Number of texts 
Type 

Collections 
 

Find/Acquisition 
 

 
Arsinoites (Fayum), meris of Herakleides, Haueris 
140-30 BC  
Demotic and Greek 
Papyrus 
52 certain, 2 uncertain 
Family archive (including 3 subarchives belonging to 3 related (?) families) 
Brussels, Musées Royaux; Cairo, Egyptian Museum; Hamburg, Bibliothek; London, British Museum; Oxford, 
Ashmolean Museum 
Found in Hawara by sebbakh diggers in March 1911 
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Village (OLA 174), Leuven e.a., 2009, p. 331-340, with family stemmata p. 837-843.  
S. PASEK, Hawara. Eine ägyptische Siedlung in hellenistischer Zeit, Berlin, 2007. 

Description The family archives of the Hawara undertakers (called ‘god’s sealers and embalmers’ in 
Demotic, taricheutai but also stolistai in Greek) were found by sebbakhin in March 1911 in 
the area west of the Hawara pyramid. This was indicated by G. Lefevre on a slip of paper, 
which was put in the tin box in which the papyri were originally kept (P. Cairo III, p. 82). 
The texts in Chicago, London and Copenhagen were bought from M. Nahman. Their 
excellent state of preservation makes it likely that they were kept in one or two jars, no 
doubt in a tomb belonging to the mortuary priests. Through the antiquities commerce the 
papyri were spread over at least ten collections. 

The documents are mainly title deeds, proving ownership of tombs and houses, over a 
period of more than 300 years (365-30 BC). They fall apart in an older and a younger group 
(Nekrotaphoi of Hawara 1 and 2, respectively). Since the groups are separated by a time gap 
of 35 years, belong to different families and took different ways in the antiquities commerce, 
we have treated them as separate archives, though they were probably found more or less on 
the same occasion and may even, at some point, have been in the hands of a single person or 
family.1 

The present archive contains the younger texts, which belonged to at least three families. 
They cover somewhat more than a century (143-30 BC), but the youngest texts, those of 30 
BC, are notes scribbled on older documents no longer in use,2 and the latest archival 
document dates from 51 BC. This group is less well preserved than the older texts and also 
spread over more collections (Cairo, Ashmolean, Hamburg, Manchester, Brussels). 

                                                
1 Our presentation is largely based on the more detailed description of the archive by Uytterhoeven 2009, p. 331-340, 
with family stemmata p. 837-843. 
2 Published by W. Clarysse, ‘An account of the last year of Kleopatra in the Hawara embalmers archive’, in Actes du 
IXe congrès international des études démotiques (Bibliothèque d’Études 147), Cairo, 2009, p. 69-84. 
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The first family consists of the descendants of Maresisouchos and Taesis. His oldest son 
Harmais II has four children with two wives Tamarres and Therpos; Harmais’ younger 
brother Koloulis has two sons, of which one marries with his niece Tamestasytmis; a third 
son plays no role in the archive, but the daughter (name is lost) marries to Leon alias 
Sesophmois, who has three children (it is not clear whether the youngest son Apollonios 
alias Haryothes is from the same mother). 

In this subarchive, which ranges from 114 to 67 BC (with one annuity marriage contract 
from the preceding generation), Psyllos and Apollonios alias Haryothes, two members of the 
last generation, play a dominant role. In 92 BC Harmais II divides his possessions, including 
a house in Hawara and necropolis endowments for the surrounding villages, among his three 
sons of two marriages, Harmais III, Psyllos and Petesouchos. By 80 BC Petesouchos has 
taken over the share of his brother Psyllos and with it the title deeds and annuity contracts 
given to Psyllos. Koloulis too was indebted to the sons of Harmais II and so some of his 
documents ended up in the hands of the youngest brother, perhaps after the death of Harmais 
III. The second part of the subarchive was collected by Apollonios alias Haryothes, the 
youngest son of the anonymous daughter of Maresisouchos and Leon alias Sesophmois. 
Here again the older brothers cede their rights and title deeds, including the marriage 
contract of their parents, to the youngest sibling. 

The documents of the second family range from 118 to 51 BC. The stemma is complicated 
because several members divorced and remarried, and there were marriages between and 
halfbrothers and halfsisters. Three male family members play a major role: Maresisouchos, 
Peteesis and Maron. In 118 BC Maresisouchos receives part of a house from his elder 
brother Sokonopis III, and a few years later a group of tombs with earlier title deeds of 
Siephmous II and Maresisouchos. To Peteesis belong three texts in the Ashmolean 
collection (the sale and cession document P. Ashm. I 14 + 15, with the Greek tax receipt 25; 
and P. Ashm. I 2, which he probably inherits from his father). In 83 BC Maron receives 
shares in the necropolis of Hawara from his half-brother Marephagoes (a son of the marriage 
of his mother with her half-brother Sokonopis II). In that same year Petesouchos, son of 
Harmais, an important member of the second family, addresses the strategos against Maron 
and his mother Philoumene about work in the necropolis (P. Ryl. IV 577). If Philoumene 
would be the Greek name of Maron’s mother Pȝy=w-ḥr-ỉn-wwy (?) this text could also 
belong to Maron and constitute a link between the two families. P. Hawara 24 A-G, seven 
documents which were rolled together (see the photograph in P. Cairo III, p. 82), are loans 
in money and kind, which Marephagoes received from Maron between 66 and 51 BC, and 
were therefore kept in Maron’s archive, and a receipt addressed to Petesouchos and Psyllos, 
the latter perhaps the homonymous person of family II. These more ephemeral documents 
are also the latest of the group. 

The third family cannot be linked with the first two. Their subarchive consists of four 
documents collected by Marres II, son of Harthotes, one Greek letter and one tax receipt 
mentioning the father and one sale and cession of liturgical days in the Anoubieion of 
Hawara and a building plot (P. Ashm. 16-17, 23-24). The texts range between 84 and 69 BC. 

At least twelve documents (other fragmentary) cannot be linked with any of the subarchives 
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mentioned above. The links between these subarchives can be partly reconstructed when 
marriages happen between members of different groups or when loans or sales are made 
among them. If the texts would have been found in their original position, this might have 
helped to establish connections, but the archive is unfortunately split up by the antiquities 
market. 

One of the interesting aspects of this archive is the appearance of Graeco-Egyptian double 
names within the families of the necropolis priests. In the early first century some family 
members even acquired the status of Macedonians.3 In this period too Greek texts are not 
only receipts for the payment of the sales tax as in the older archive, but also letters and 
petitions. In the Greek texts the undertakers are identified as taricheutai or stolistai of the 
Labyrinth (e.g. P. Ryl. Gr. IV 577; PSI VII 857). This later archive of Hawara’s undertakers 
is not limited to title deeds and annuity contracts, but contains other documents such as 
loans, letters, oaths, petitions and lists of tombs. 

Archive texts Dem. Conf. IX (Paris 2005), p. 69-84 [A-B]; P. Alex. p. 14 no. 30; P. Ashm. I 1-6, 9-10, 14-
25; P. Eheverträge 51 + P. Cairo III 50129; P. Hawara 7 bis, 8 a + Enchoria 25 (1999), p. 
137, 8 b, 9 a & b, 10 + Enchoria 25 (1999), p. 138 & 142, 11-13, 14 + Enchoria 25 (1999), 
p. 138-139, 15-23, 24 a + P. Cairo III 50133, 24 b-g; P. Ryl. Gr. IV 577; P. Zauzich 17; SB I 
5216; uncertain: PSI VII 857; Pap. Lugd. Bat. XXV 21. 

Text types Title deeds (sales and cessions, mortgages), annuity (marriage) contracts, loans, letters, 
oaths, petitions, tax receipts and lists of tombs = incoming documents.  

Appendices App. 1. Stemma of family I 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
3 Cf. S. Coussement, ‘New light on the Hawara undertakers: P.Ryl. 4.587 and 588 and the Expression of Identity in 
Ptolemaic Egypt’, BASP 49 (2012), p. 261-278. 

               Maresisouchos I   x  Taesis 
 
 
 

              
 
Harmais II         Koloulis                     daughter 
(1) x Tamarres       x Ta-fdw-mhy                    x Leon/ Sesophmois 
 
 

 
 

Harmais III   Tamestasytmis x Pempsas      Harmais IV  Phanias             Pasion      Apollonios 
                 / Pais        / Pasis     / Haryotes 
 
Harmais II 
(2) x Therpos 
 
 

 
 
 

Psyllos          Petesouchos 
(1) x Tarmouthis 
(2) x Tekysis 
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 App. 2. Stemma of family II 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Sokonopis I   x   Sentaes 
 
 
 
 
 
 Siephmous I sr.   x   Taesis      Siephmous II jr.    x   Tasouchis 
 
 
 
 
 
Sokonopis II          Petesouchos   Sokonopis III   Maresisouchos  Petesouchos II   T3=w-Hr-in-wwy 
 (1) x half-sister            (1) x half-brother 
  
(2) x Thasos                     (2) x Nektsouchos 
 
             

 
 
 

Peteesis  Terobastis        Marephagoes        Maron           Petesouchos III
  


