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Description In 1889 W.M. Flinders Petrie discovered a Ptolemaic cemetery at Gurob near the south-
eastern entrance of the Fayum. The coffins were made of cartonnage consisting of discarded 
papyri covered with decorated plaster. Petrie transported the papyri to Oxford, where he 
sorted them during the summer of 1890. Publication of the papyri was entrusted to J.P. 
Mahaffy, and the two volumes P. Petrie I and II appeared in 1891 and 1895, respectively. 
The papyri were then divided among Trinity College (Dublin), the Bodleian Library and the 
Ashmolean Museum (Oxford), and the British Museum (London, now in the British Library). 
In 1905, with the help of J.G. Smyly, Mahaffy published the third and last volume of P. 
Petrie, which, apart from new texts, contained a considerable number of addenda et 
corrigenda to the papyri previously published.  

In P. Petrie III 42, Smyly grouped ca. 50 papyri related to the engineer (ἀρχιτέκτων) Kleon 
and under number 43 eight letters to his successor Theodoros. These groups consist of both 
private documents, e.g. family letters to Kleon from his wife and sons, and official letters to 
both men in their function as engineer. Studies have focused on the person Kleon – ‘a 
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prominent character in the papyri’, as Sayce put it – and on the professional activities of the 
engineer.1 Whereas the career of Kleon – and, to a lesser extent, that of Theodoros – and their 
involvement in irrigation and stone cutting were carefully analyzed, the links between the 
two files were not treated in detail, nor was there much attention for other texts concerning 
irrigation and stone cutting in the Petrie papyri. These were unaddressed documents such as 
reports, accounts or contracts.2 In 1962 Seidl drew attention to the archival aspect of these 
texts, arguing that the correspondence of Kleon and that of Theodoros are not only related, 
but are in fact part of one single archive consisting of a core of correspondence from Kleon 
which was ‘inherited’ and expanded by his successor.3 The archive thus counts 121 Greek 
texts, all found among the mummy cartonnages of Gurob. The engineer Kleon is the 
addressee of 65 texts, of which 16 are private letters from his wife Metrodora and sons 
Philonides and Polykrates. Kleon’s family lived in Alexandria, while Kleon mostly stayed in 
the Arsinoite nome. The family was in contact with the Ptolemaic court, and the excellent 
Greek of the letters reveals a high level of education. Theodoros is the common link in 
another 12 texts, 10 of which concern his professional duties. Among the official 
correspondence there is also a letter from Kleon to Theodoros, and one from Theodoros to 
Kleon. Some letters, written by either Kleon or Theodoros, can be considered drafts, which 
explains why they ended up in the archive. The remaining two texts deal with a theft of 
money which happened to Theodoros’ daughter Isidote; it is not clear how these two fit into 
the archive, since they are not actually addressed to Theodoros, but he is mentioned in them 
and he may have kept them in connection with a lawsuit. 

Most texts consist of official correspondence (68 out of 121 texts), but a considerable part of 
the archive texts are not letters: four registers of correspondence; two long texts with several 
contracts for work on the dykes and canals in the nome, one from Kleon and one from 
Theodoros, and, finally, several accounts of work on dykes. These texts clearly relate to the 
professional activities of Kleon and Theodoros, and the common link between them is 
obviously the office of engineer. The archive is therefore essentially an official archive; the 
16 private letters of Kleon and the law case of Isidote, however, exceed the boundaries of a 
strictly official archive, compare the archives of the nomarches Aristarchos (3rd century BC, 
ArchID 23), of the toparches Leon (2nd century BC, ArchID 131), of Apollonios strategos 
of the Heptakomia (2nd century AD, ArchID 19) or of Flavius Isidorus (4th century AD, 
ArchID 89). Therefore we prefer to call it the personal archive of officials. 

 The earliest dated text, 46 = P. Petrie III 146 from January 260 BC, belongs to the private 
letters sent to Kleon; most letters from the time of Kleon belong to the period 257-253 BC. 
Theodoros apparently ‘inherited’ all of his predecessor’s papers, including his private letters. 
It is not sure what happened to Kleon or why he left those texts in his office; 110 = P. Petrie 
III 43 (1) and P. Lond. VII 2074 (not part of the archive) situate Theodoros’ appointment 

                                                
1 E.g., Bouché-Leclercq 1908, p. 121-152; U. von Wilamowitz-Moellendorf, Reden und Vorträge, Berlin, 19132, p. 
362-367; W. Tittel, s.v. ‘Kleon’, in RE Suppl. IV, 1924, col. 909-912; Lewis 1986, p. 37-45; W. Ameling, s.v. ‘Kleon’ 
(3) in Der Neue Pauly VI, 1999, p. 583. 
2 These texts were put right after P. Petrie III 42 and 43 by Smyly, however. 
3 Seidl called the archive ‘Das Theodoros-Archiv’. Seidl always named archives after the last archive owner, in this 
case Theodoros, the successor of Kleon. 
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around 250 or 249 BC. Although there are far fewer texts from Theodoros, the archive 
continues up to at least 238 or 237 BC. In P. Köln VIII 342, dating to 232 BC, Theodoros is 
still responsible for the sluices. Though this text does not belong to the archive, it shows that 
Theodoros was still in function at that time, and that some part of the archive must have gone 
missing, hence the end of Theodoros’ career is not documented.4 

The archive of Kleon and Theodoros is fairly large and complex, containing 121 texts, both 
private and official, with incoming, outgoing and internal documents. It gives an interesting 
inside view of a Ptolemaic administration. The abundant correspondence resulting from the 
many responsibilities the engineers had, was properly archived, as shown by the dockets on 
the back of letters. These dockets usually contain the name of the sender, the date of arrival 
and sometimes an indication of the subject or even a short summary of the contents (e.g. 50 = 
P. Petrie III 42 A). Letters written by either Kleon or Theodoros5 and internal texts, such as 
contracts or accounts were no doubt kept together with the incoming letters, as they 
contained information useful for the daily needs of the office. The registers of 
correspondence (119 and 120 = P. Petrie III 42 G (7) Ro and Vo, 121 = P. Petrie III 44 (2) 
and 122 = TCD P. Gr. 253 (a) 1) contain several drafts of letters sent from the office of 
Kleon and Theodoros to other people involved in irrigation activities, among them 
nomarchai of the Arsinoites (esp. 121 = P. Petrie III 44 (2)). The office of the engineers, 
archiving and storing incoming texts, also kept track of the outgoing correspondence. 

The archive spans a period of more than 20 years, from 260 to 237 BC. It is an important 
source of information on irrigation in the third-century Arsinoites, as well as stone-cutting, in 
which only Kleon seems to have been involved. Ptolemy II undertook a major land 
reclamation project in the early third century BC, creating additional arable land near Lake 
Moiris. The period which the archive covers is too late for the land reclamation project itself; 
the texts deal mainly with maintenance work and repairs to the existing irrigation 
infrastructure. Only rarely do they mention the creation of new dykes or canals. The engineer 
was responsible for planning, contracting and supervising the work, while the equipment was 
supplied by the government. The engineers could rely on the nome administration to execute 
the work, in particular the nomarchai, who also acted as contractors in 124 = P. Petrie III 43 
(2) and 125 = P. Petrie III 49. With the end of the archive, the engineers in charge of the 
irrigation work seem to disappear, as do the nomarchai. This function, only found in texts of 
the mid-third century Arsinoites,6 was replaced by toparchai, as in other Egyptian nomes.  

Archive texts P. Petrie2 II (P. Kleon) 31-152 (including reedition of numerous papyri of P. Petrie I-III and 
edition of about 40 unpublished texts and fragments); not part of the archive: P. Coll. Youtie 
I 7-11. 

                                                
4 P. Köln VIII 342 does not stem from the mummy cartonnages of Gurob; it is part of the archive of Dionysodoros, an 
agent of the oikonomos Asklepiades (ArchID 70). 
5 55 = P. Petrie III 42 D (1), 97 = TCD FF 69, 99 = P. Petrie III 42 D (3), 109 = TCD F105 or 102 = P. Petrie III 42 
G (5).  
6 See the archives of the nomarchai Aristarchos (ArchID 23, which contains a letter by Theodoros) and Diogenes 
(ArchID 68). 
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Text types Official correspondence (67), registers of correspondence (4), registers of contracts (2), 
accounts (14), private letters (16), law case (2) = incoming documents; 14 additional 
uncertain texts (of various types but too fragmentary to categorize properly). 

Appendix 

Graph showing the distribution of texts by category and addressee 
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