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Description This three-generation family archive consists of at least 71 texts,1 ranging from AD 106 to 
153. The texts are part of the famous find of the ‘cantina dei papiri’ in Umm el-Baragat.  

The ‘cantina dei papiri’, discovered in Tebtynis in March 1934, contained discarded material 
brought there from different places probably for burning. Thus far four archives have been 
discerned in the cantina papyri:  

- Patron's descendants (ArchID 66);  
- Kronion senior, son of Pakebkis, also called the archive of Pakebkis' descendants 

(ArchID 64);  
- Turbo (ArchID 277);  
- Kronion, son of Cheos, and his descendants (including the Diogenis-papyri, 

ArchID 276?).  

Sijpesteijn was convinced that the protagonists in the archive of Kronion senior come from a 
branch of the family in the archive of Kronion I, son of Cheos. He tentatively identified 

                                                
1 P. Kron. contains 69 publication numbers, referring to 73 texts (19 also contains 19 a, P. Mil. Vogl. III 181 is a 
duplicate of 42 (see introd. to 42), P. Mil. Vogl. II 88 of 45 (see introd. to 45) and 48 contains two copies of one 
text). Though the two contracts published as 48 are drawn up for members of the family, they do not belong to the 
archive (see introd. to 48). 67 and 59 are editions of the same papyrus (cf. Gallazzi / Sijpesteijn 1988, p. 357-358). 
P. Mil. Vogl. VI 286 (see introd.) was added to the archive afther the publication of P. Kron. 
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Pakebkis, father of Kronion senior, with the ‘lost son’ of Kronion I, the protagonist in P. 
Kron.2 Pakebkis, however, nowhere returns in P. Kron. In particular, Pakebkis would be 
expected in 50, the division of the property of Kronion I after his death, where all children 
are mentioned. We have therefore kept separate the archive of Kronion senior, son of 
Pakebkis, and the archive of Kronion, son of Cheos. There is also no connection between the 
archive of the Patron's descendants and that of Kronion.3 

 App. 1 shows a distribution of the addressees by groups of five years. Kronion I, son of 
Cheos, initiated the archive in 106 and he is continually addressed until 138. The first text of 
interest to a child of Kronion I dates from 116. The children provide the bulk of the archive 
until its end in 153. The grandchildren of Kronion I contribute to the archive between 131-
138 and 150-153. Since Kronion I appears as addressee of documents during two thirds of 
the time span of the archive and most texts are addressed to him (see App. 2 and comm.), we 
have kept the established name ‘archive of Kronion, son of Cheos’. 

Most of the petitions, contracts, offers of lease and receipts which are not addressed to 
members of the family (2, 7-8, 10, 15-16, 19-20, 25, 28-29, 32-33, 42-45, P. Mil. Vogl. II 
88),4 are copies, kept as evidence in case a dispute would arise. Some documents were 
delivered to other parties, cancelled with cross-lines and returned to family members (9-10, 
17-18). Fragmentary documents can be attributed to the archive because they were sent by 
or addressed to family members and often resemble the fully preserved texts of the archive 
(1, 3, 6, 24, 26, 47, 49, P. Mil. Vogl. II 181, VI 286; maybe also 35). 

The archive can be subdivided into four typological categories: correspondence with 
officials (1-6), loans and related documents (7-24), leases and related documents (25-38, 40-
47, P. Mil. Vogl. II 88, III 181, VI 286 and SB XIV 11864 (= 36)); certificates for work on 
dykes (56-59). App. 3 shows a typological distribution by addressee. Kronion I particularly 
appears in the category ‘official correspondence’ and ‘loans and related documents’, while 
his children dominate the leases. Grandchildren almost exclusively recur in the certificates 
for work on dykes. 

Several landowners and creditors of money and grain are mentioned in the archive. 
Asklepiades, either representing his mother or acting for himself, was the principal lessor of 
the family. He leased out a parcel of 25 arouras near Kerkesis to the family of Kronion 

                                                
2 See P. Mich. XV 694, note to l. 7 and also P. Kron., 1971, p. XIX n. 7 for the connection between the two 
archives. 
3 C. Gallazzi, ‘La "Cantina dei Papiri" di Tebtynis e ciò che essa conteneva’, ZPE 80 (1990), p. 286. The only 
possible connection is 10, in which Kronion leases out (prodomatike misthosis) to Helene a kleros of 6 1/4 arouras 
called ‘kleros of Kategoros' (cf. TM Geo 1018). This kleros is attested 50 years later as property of Ptollarion, one 
of the members of the family of Patron (P. Mil. Vogl. 137, 11-14; 147, col. 1, 7; 152, col. II, 48). See P. Kron., 
1971, p. XVIII n. 3. 
4 Notwithstanding the doubts expressed by Gallazzi / Sijpesteijn 1988, p. 360, 362, we have considered the receipts 
28 and 33 as part of the archive. They do not mention the name of any family member but deal with the same kleros 
as 25, 27, 29, 34, 36-37, 40-42, 45 and 33 is similar to 27. Gallazzi / Sijpesteijn 1988, p. 360 think that the receiver 
declares in 28, 9-11 that he already paid the rent for the tenth year and that he cannot be identical with Kronion I, 
who declares in the lease cancellation 29 not to pay any rent for the same tenth year; Foraboschi's interpretation of 
the passage (see comm.) weakens this argument. I cannot, however, supply a family member as addressee in 38, 2 
(.[.].ωι). 
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during 41 years (25, 27-29, 32-34, 36-37, 40-45). Asklepiades was, however, not the only 
business partner. For instance, the family of Herakleides, son of Didymos the younger,5 
recurs in the loans 8, 10, 12 and that of Lysimachos also called Lupus in the loan 16 and the 
leases 35 and 39 (these texts may belong the archive of his daughter Diogenis, ArchID 276). 

 Foraboschi argues that five other texts (not edited in P. Kron.) could have been part of the 
archive. P. Mil. Vogl. II 76-77 are letters from Diogenis to Kronios (sic), containing 
instructions concerning one of her estates.6 Since 16 might record Kronion II as manager 
(phrontistes) of Diogenis, the Kronion's in the three documents could be identical (compare 
the archive of Diogenis, daughter of Lysimachos, ArchID 276).7 P. Mil. Vogl. II 101 (AD 
118) is an original agreement between eight lessors. Since the name Kronion is very 
common in Tebtynis, it cannot be ascertained whether the 35-year old Kronion, son of 
Kronion in l. 4 is identical with Kronion II (who was born around 84-85).8 P. Mil. Vogl. IV 
246 (AD 129) contains two tax receipts paid by the farmer Harphaesis. Since Harphaesis is 
also a common name, it remains unproven that this farmer is identical with the son of 
Kronion I. 

The grandfather of the addressee in P. Mil. Vogl. II 109, a certificate of work on dykes 
issued to Kronion, son of Kronion, is not identical with the grandfather of Kronion II;9 
therefore, the papyrus cannot be attributed to the archive. 

Two texts (P. Tebt. II 260-261 = 48) recording family members were never part of the 
archive (cf. 48 Introd.). P. Tebt. II 261 (AD 35), a contract of sale by Cheos, the father of 
Kronion I, shows that Kronion's father owned a plot of sacred land (hiera ge) until AD 35. 
The word tomos in the margin of P. Tebt. II 260 clearly suggests that the copies P. Tebt. II 
260-261 were part of the archive of the record-office (grapheion) of Tebtynis.10 P. Mil. 
Vogl. II 74 might record family members as witnesses of a crime, but this is by no means 
certain.11 P. Mil. Vogl. III 188, 30 lists a Kronion, son of Kronion, in an account of expenses 
of priests-pastophoroi. The identification with Kronion II remains uncertain, since the name 
Kronion is common and Kronion II is nowhere called pastophoros in the archive. 

 Foraboschi considered the family of Kronion humble farmers, struggling to survive by 

                                                
5 The family is well attested in second-century Tebtynis. See J.G. Keenan, ‘Census Return of Herakleides, Son of 
Didymos the Younger’, CdE 46 (1971), p. 120-128 for the dossier. 
6 C. Gallazzi, ‘La prima campagna di Vogliano in Egitto. Gli scavi a Tebtynis e gli acquisti di papiri’, in C. Gallazzi 
/ L. Lehnus (eds.), Achille Vogliano cinquant' anni dopo, Milano, 2003, p. 166 included these texts in the ‘archive of 
Diogenis’, see ArchID 276. 
7 See P. Kron., 1971, p. XIX, XXXIV, 36. 
8 See P. Kron., 1971, p. XIX. 
9 Against P.J. Sijpesteijn, Penthemeros-certificates in Graeco-Roman Egypt (Pap. Lugd. Bat. 12), Leiden, 1964, p. 
65-66. 
10 See P. Tebt. II, 1907, p. 3 n. 1. 
11 The editor attributed this papyrus to the archive of Pakebkis' descendants because it would mention members of 
the family in l. 12-13 as witnesses of the unlawful act described in this petition of Horion and Ammonios. 
Foraboschi rightly saw that these witnesses were more probably members of the family of Kronion and suggested to 
include it in the archive of Kronion (P. Kron., 1971, p. XIX; see also H. Melaerts, ‘Autour du P.Mil.Vogl. II, 73’, 
CdE 66 (1991), p. 268 n. 3). The papyrus may record members of Kronion's family in l. 12-13, but it cannot be 
included in the archive of Kronion, because the text is expected in the archive of the petitioners or the official (in 
lacuna) to whom the petition was addressed rather than in the archive of the witnesses. 
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means of leases and loans, fulfilling liturgies reserved for the lowest social classes (the work 
on dykes) and suffering from long-term debts. Kehoe presented a more optimistic view: the 
family owned at least 32 3/4 arouras (10, 17, 19, 20),12 contracted a lease for sowing grain of 
50 artabas (13, referring to at least 50 arouras cultivated by the family),13 raised lifestock 
(25, 34) and entered into lease contracts with a variety of landowners in which the family 
performs all agricultural tasks at their own expense. 14 

Kronion I clearly directed the family,15 which to some extent pooled its resources together 
and cultivated land in common: family members are mutual sureties for loans in 8, 13, 17-
18, and Sasopis and his uncle Harphaesis lease a field together in 41. The close relations 
between the family members were enhanced by two brother-sister marriages (see App. 4). 
Unfortunately, no census return is preserved in the archive, but it seems likely that the whole 
family lived together in one house. 

Kronion I and Harphaesis are both attested as guards of the granaries (thesaurophylakes).16 
All male addressees in the archive work on the dykes (chomatika erga), a liturgy imposed on 
the lowest social classes (56-59). Kronion I and Harphaesis were both priests-pastophoroi of 
the temple of Soknebtynis, near the place where the papyri were found. 16, together with P. 
Mil. Vogl. II 76-77 might indicate that Kronion II was a manager (phrontistes) on the estates 
of Diogenis, daughter of Lysimachos and these texts may have been part of her archive 
(ArchID 276). 

The archive of Kronion offers a glimpse of how people organized their archives. The family 
apparently kept double copies of (some of) its documents. P. Mil. Vogl. III 181 & 42 and P. 
Mil. Vogl. II 88 & 45 are two pairs, each consisting of two copies of one hypomnema, drawn 
up for family members. All four documents concern the cancellation of a lease of one and 
the same kleros, the first pair in 148, the second in 150-151. On the other hand, the archive 
shows how Didyme, one of the rich creditors of the family, structured her archive. She 
received the contract of loan 17 from Taorsenouphis, daughter of Kronion I. Taorsenouphis 
did not repay the loan in time and delivered 18 to Didyme, in which she mortgaged two 
arouras to Didyme. Didyme pasted 18 to the right of 17. After the debt was repaid, she 
cancelled her tomos synkollesimos with cross-lines and returned it to Taorsenouphis. 

Much work remains to be done on this archive. The editor made only a 'rapida survey' of the 

                                                
12 Foraboschi (P. Kron., 1971, p. XXIV-XXIX, esp. p. XXVIII) counted 17 arouras, Kehoe 1992, p. 149 mentions 
29 1/2 arouras. All property of the family was owned by the daughters of Kronion I (10, 17, 19, 19 a, 20; see also 
50, the division of the goods of Kronion I after his death, where no landed property is mentioned). Since Kronion I 
is able to let his daughter's property out on lease (10), he seems still in control of the land. The transfer of property 
to women may be an attempt to avoid liturgies. See 19, comm. to l. 15-17. For the exemption of women from 
liturgies, cf. N. Lewis, The Compulsory Public Services of Roman Egypt, Florence, 1997, p. 138. Compare with the 
contemporary archive of Aphrodisios' descendants: in P. Meyer 8, Aphrodisios is accused by his son of having 
unlawfully put all his property on the name of his second wife. At the same time, it is said that he suffered from 
liturgies. 
13 Cf. Kehoe 1992, p. 150-151. The usual sowing ratio in Roman Egypt was one artaba per aroura. 
14 Cf. Kehoe 1992, p. 150-155. 
15 See e.g. 10, where he lets out on lease property of his daughter. 
16 The precise functions of a thesaurophylax are still obscure. See P. Kron., 1971, p. XXXVI and CPR XIII, 1987, p. 
87-89. 
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inedited texts when he assembled P. Kron. and does not exclude that there are other inedited 
documents of the archive in the Milan collection.17 

Archive texts P. Kron. 1-15, 17-34, 36-38, 40-47, 49-69; P. Mil. Vogl. 88, 181, 188, 286; SB XIV 11864 
(= 36); uncertain: P. Kron. 16, 35, 39, P. Mil. Vogl. II 76-77 (may belong to ArchID 276); 
P. Mil. Vogl. II 101, 246.  

Text types Correspondence with officials; loans and related documents; leases and related documents; 
various contracts; various receipts; certificates for work on dykes (cf. App. 3) = incoming 
documents. 

Appendices App. 1. Addressees of the documents by groups of five years 

6 has been added to the category AD 140-144 because all dated occurrences of the addressee 
Isidoros strategos fall in 144. 3 (AD 134-135) has been included in the category AD 135-
139. Undated or uncertain dated texts 15, 22-24, 47 and 67 (= 59) have not been included. 
 

 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

                                                
17 See P. Kron., 1971, p. XIX n. 6. 
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App. 2. Addressees of all texts (including undated or uncertainly dated texts) 

Most texts are addressed to Kronion I (15), followed by his sons Harphaesis (14) and 
Kronion II (6). Kronion I's daughters Taorsenouphis (3) and Tephorsais (3) and his 
grandsons Sasopis (5) and Pakebkis (3) are the other addressees. 

 
 

 App. 3: Typological distribution of the texts in the archive without distinction by addressee 
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App. 4: Stemma of the family 

 
 
 


