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Description This family archive consists of at least 34 papyri, ranging from AD 132 to 248. The family’s 
origin can be traced back to Marcus Lucretius Clemens, an auxiliary veteran of Syrian origin 
who in 132/133 settled in Philadelpheia, a Fayum village with a large population of veterans. 
Most documents relate to his great-grandson M. Lucretius Diogenes, son of M. Lucretius 
Minor, but he was not the last owner of the archive: after his death in 225, the family papers 
were passed on to his underage daughter Aurelia Kopria and her great-uncle Aurelius 
Sarapion, who added his own papers to the archive.  

 DISCOVERY AND RECONSTRUCTION 

The archive turned up relatively late, between 1920 and 1923, on the antiquities market.1 On 
20 July 1922, 65 texts, of which 25 can be attributed to the archive, were purchased from the 
Cairo antiquities dealer M. Nahman by the British Museum (now British Library) through 
the papyrus cartel over which H.I. Bell presided as principal keeper of records of the British 
Museum, their inventory numbers ranging between 2498 and 2542. According to the dealer 
the papyri were found in a small basket at Gharabet el-Gerza, ancient Philadelpheia,2 where 

                                                
1 The first papyri from Philadelpheia arrived in the collections in 1892, see Schubert 2007, esp. p. 32-36. 
2 P. Diog., 1990, p. 4. 
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the papers concerning Diogenes and his family no doubt come from (see archive texts). 
Papyri from other discoveries, however, probably got mixed up with the family papers:3 13-
14, two parts of the same roll, are attestations of exemption from customs duties at Schedia-
Iuliopolis of wine on its way to Alexandria. The text on the back (46) suggests that the 
papyrus was discovered in Oxyrhynchus. 48, a private letter, may also not be part of the 
archive.4 In addition, at least nine, perhaps ten, papyri belonging to the archive ended up in 
the collections of Birmingham (27, 37 and P. Harris I 68 A-B, acquired in Cairo by J. 
Rendel Harris in 1922-1923), Ann Arbor (P. Mich. XVIII 791, acquired from Nahman by 
F.W. Kelsey in July 1922, and P. Customs 354, bought in the early 1920s)5 and Paris (SB IV 
7464, 7467, 7468 and P. Graux II 16, purchased through a legacy from C.H. Graux in the 
Fayum or Alexandria in 1921-1922).6  

The archive remained largely unpublished until 1990 (P. Diog.).7 Not all texts, however, are 
related to Diogenes and his family: the editor lists in fact only 20 texts (1-5, 8-12, 15, 16, 18, 
19, 27, 29, 37, 38, P. Harris I 68 A-B) as certainly and 8 (6-7, 34-36, 39, 51, 56) as probably 
belonging to the archive.8 Following the publication of P. Mich. XVIII 791 and the 
identification of the Sarapion mentioned in SB IV 7464 as Ammonarion’s uncle, 17 has been 
added to the archive9 as well as SB IV 7467, 746810 and P. Graux II 16.11 In my opinion, 33, 
53 and 54 may also be added to the archive, while 1 is related but not part of the archive12 
and 6 and 7 are uncertain,13 amounting to 34 certain texts in total.  

 Two other texts can be linked to the archive:  
- P. Customs 354, a customhouse receipt for the export of 1 donkey and 3 artabas of bitter 

vetch at Philadelpheia on 21 July 211: the purchase history and date of this receipt fit the 

                                                
3 The character of most texts, particularly those relating to the legal status of members of Diogenes’ family, suggests 
that the papers were collected on purpose rather than thrown away on a rubbish heap: Van Minnen 1995, p. 508. 
4 Van Minnen 1995, p. 508. 
5 Schubert 2007, p. 33-34. 
6 The papyri of Diogenes became apparently mixed up with the papyri of Nemesion (ArchID 149) and Aurelia Tapais 
(ArchID 327). 
7 The texts re-edited in P. Diog. are 1, 2, 3, 10, 27 and 37. The edition, including all texts from the London collection 
(with a wooden tablet from W.M. Flinders Petrie) and the Rendel Harris collection in Birmingham, has 68 publication 
numbers, but one text exists in three copies, which have one number (18) instead of three. Only one version of the 
three copies is printed; variant readings of the other copies, previously published as P. Harris I 68 A and B, are 
reported in the apparatus criticus. 
8 P. Diog., 1990, p. 2-3; hence the words et textes apparentés in the title. 
9 Schubert 2007, p. 87-88. 
10 In this petition of 24 February 221, Lucius Nonius Casianus asks the strategos to send a copy to Aurelia Lucretia to 
announce his lease termination. The purchase history of the papyrus makes it likely that this Lucretia is identical with 
Diogenes’ sister Lucretia Octavia (another sister was probably also named Lucretia, but no papers of her have come to 
light). In addition, only 2 of the 30 women who appear in P. Yale III 137, a list of private landowners at Philadelpheia 
from 216/217, are named Lucretia (col. I, l. 20 and col. IV, l. 130). 
11 P. Mich. XVIII, 1996, p. 280; for the attribution of SB IV 7467, 7468 and P. Graux II 16 to the archive see Schubert 
2007, p. 32-33, n. 33. 
12 This Latin tablet of 1 May 127, in which Marcus Lucretius Clemens declares the birth of his son Serenus, the great-
uncle of Diogenes, would have been kept in the archive of Serenus and his descendants. 
13 6-7 are two copies of the epikrisis record of the seven-year-old Quintus Iulius Gaianus from the year 143, in which 
his mother Flavia Primigenia confirms his Roman citizenship; they have been attributed to the archive on the 
assumption that Flavia, the mother of Diogenes, was a descendant of Flavia Primigenia. But even then we would 
rather expect these texts in the archive of Quintus Iulius Gaianus.  



3 

(Marcus) Lucretius Diogenes and Aurelius Sarapion 
 

archive, but Diogenes was a common name in Philadelpheia; 
- 50, a fragment of a petition from Philoxenos recording Arab bowmen (ἀραβοτοξόταις) 

in Philadelpheia from the year 225/226?: Sarapion, an arabotoxotes (SB IV 7464), may 
have kept this text among his papers. 

It is unclear how 22, a small fragment of a petition written at the recto of 50, is related to the 
archive. 44 and 45, two parts of the same roll, form a fragment of the daybook of a tax 
collector reused by Aurelius Papirius, a former gymnasiarch and councillor (bouleutes) of 
the Arsinoite capital, to write a lease receipt for Sarapion (34). 

 COMPOSITION OF THE ARCHIVE 

The archive is known as the ‘archive of Marcus Lucretius Diogenes’14 because most texts 
concern Diogenes and his family (see App. 2). But Diogenes was not the last archive owner: 
following his death in AD 225, the archive was apparently taken over by Kopria, his 
underage and orphaned daughter from his first marriage to Ammonarion, and by her 
maternal great-uncle Sarapion,15 no doubt her closest surviving male relative. This Sarapion, 
who may also have been Kopria’s guardian (kyrios), added his own papers to the archive and 
kept some documents of his niece Ammonarion subsequent to her divorce from Diogenes in 
209.16 Hence, ‘archive of Marcus Lucretius Diogenes and Aurelius Sarapion’ is a more 
appropriate name, referring to both the protagonist and the last owner of the archive. 

a) The papers of Diogenes (AD 132-225) 

Most texts kept by Diogenes belong to himself, including:  

- some papers documenting his Roman and Antinoite citizenship, which he kept to secure 
his legal status and the accompanying privileges: a copy of the epikrisis (‘status check’) 
document of his great-grandfather M. Lucretius Clemens, who submitted to an epikrisis 
examination in 132/133 before moving with his family to the Arsinoites (5); an 
intriguing but fragmentary declaration recording Ῥωµαίων in l. 2 written by his father M. 
Lucretius Minor (15); and a copy of his birth certificate (aparche) (2) and epikrisis 
document (8), registering his birth and admission to the ephebeia with the authorities in 
Antinoopolis; 

- several juridically relevant papers such as inheritance documents (9: Greek translation of 
the will of his father Minor, and 11-12: two copies of the will of his second wife 
Isidora), an application for the guardianship of his nephews Lucretius and Rufus, 
submitted on his behalf by Sarapion (P. Harris I 68 A-B and 18), and a petition about a 
plot of mortgaged land (17); 

- less important papers such as old loan (16, 27) and lease (33) contracts.17 

 His archive also contains papers of two members of his family: 

                                                
14 Schubert 2007, p. 65. 
15 Sarapion’s involvement with Diogenes’ family, in particular Ammonarion and Kopria, and his increasing presence 
in the later years of the archive, when the elders in the paternal branch of the family were dying off, make it likely that 
he was Ammonarion’s uncle: P. Mich. XVIII, 1996, p. 279-280; accepted with caution by Schubert 2007, p. 62-65. 
16 One text, a tax receipt dating after 202/203 (37), may predate Ammonarion’s marriage to Diogenes. 
17 56, a small fragment mentioning Marcus Lucretius, cannot be attributed with certainty to Diogenes. 
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- two documents of his sister Lucretia Octavia: 10, recording the opening of the Roman 
will of her first husband Lucius Ignatius Rufinus, and SB IV 7468, no doubt a copy of a 
petition from Lucius Nonius Casianus to the strategos on the early termination of his 
lease due to drought; 

- the birth certificate (aparche) for his son Herennas, both the original and a copy (3-4). 

No papers of Diogenes’ parents appear in the archive, no doubt because he was the youngest 
son: his brother, whose name is not preserved, is mentioned first in his father’s will (9). Also 
absent from the archive is his second wife Isidora, probably because the marriage was short-
lived due to her premature death (11-12). The papers concerning his daughter Kopria all date 
from after his death, when Sarapion was the owner of the archive. 

 b) The papers of Sarapion (AD 202-248) 

After Diogenes’ death, the archive was inherited by his daughter Kopria and her great-uncle 
Sarapion, who added his own papers to the archive: 

- several relatively unimportant papers: an acknowledgement of debt (SB IV 7467), a lease 
offer (P. Mich. XVIII 791, signed by a representative of the lessor and therefore returned 
to him), two rent receipts (34, 35), three copies of a petition addressed to a centurio to 
report an assault on his person (SB IV 7464) and a copy?18 of a tax receipt (53); 

- one document relating to the guardianship of Kopria, who was still a minor at the time of 
her father’s death (19).19 

Sarapion also kept an offer to lease land from Kopria (29) and several papers for her mother 
Ammonarion: 

- a group of five documents concerning the purchase of land: according to 37 and 38, two 
receipts for the transfer tax, M. Iulius Casianus20 ceded 2 arouras of katoikic land in 202 
and 2 arouras of grain land in 212 to Ammonarion. The same Casianus also appears in 
36, a receipt of payment, and P. Graux II 16, a tax receipt, as the seller of 1 ¾ arouras of 
γῆ προσόδου in 206. Valeria, the daughter of Gaius, probably sold this plot of land to 
Ammonarion, handing over both documents as proof of ownership. To this group 39, a 
partially preserved receipt for the transfer tax written transversa charta like 37 and 38, 
may be added; 

- a small fragment of uncertain content (54). 

51, a fragment mentioning Diogenes, Kopria and probably also Sarapion,21 no doubt belongs 
to this period. The word µητρικω.. in l. 7 suggests that the text relates to maternal property 

                                                
18 This fragmentary receipt is written in red ink, which was primarily used for extracts of official documents made at a 
later date (2, 4, 7, 8, 21, 65); an extensive list of documents written in red ink is given in P. Diog., 1990, p. 34-39. 
19 The name of Kopria’s official guardian is only partially preserved in l. 2-3: Αὐρηλ̣ί̣ο̣υ̣̣̣.̣....ο̣ς Π̣α̣σ̣ί̣ωνος µητρὸς 
Ἀµµων̣αρ̣ί̣[ο]υ̣. According to Schubert, he may have been an otherwise unattested half-brother: P. Diog., 1990, p. 13; 
accepted by B.H. Kraut in P. Mich. XVIII, 1996, 279. The presence of this text is difficult to explain, however, unless 
we suppose that Sarapion assumed Kopria’s guardianship, though his father’s name is given here as Pasion, not Pasis, 
as already noted in B. Palme, ‘P. Schubert, Les archives de Marcus Lucretius Diogenes et textes apparentés’, Tyche 9 
(1994), p. 243. 
20 The small collection of documents relating to Casianus is discussed in Schubert 2007, p. 89-95 (‘La peau de chagrin 
de Marcus Iulius Casianus’). 
21 In l. 12, his name may be read: Σαραπ̣[…]. 
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owned by Kopria.  

The latest document involving Sarapion dates to 248 (SB IV 7464), when he was 84 years 
old. Presumably, he died shortly afterwards. 

 THE ARCHIVE OWNERS 

M. Lucretius Diogenes (II), son of M. Lucretius Minor and Flavia, who was named after his 
grandfather, was born on 14? February 18322 into a family of Roman and Antinoite citizens 
resident in Philadelpheia. Apart from Lucretia Octavia, he had a brother and another sister (l. 
2-3 of 9). His father, the first attested Antinoite in his family,23 died between 183 and 210.24 
In late February 197, at the age of fourteen, Diogenes was registered as an ephebe in 
Antinoopolis. A few years later he married Ammonarion, from a well-to-do Graeco-
Egyptian family in Philadelpheia. The couple had two children: a daughter Aurelia Kopria 
was probably born between 205 and 208 and Ammonarion was pregnant with her second 
child, a son Herennas, in January 209. Shortly after his birth the marriage came to an end: 
the couple was divorced by 17 October 209, at which time Diogenes was in his mid-twenties 
and Ammonarion in her seventeenth year. Subsequently, Diogenes married Isidora, a woman 
of metropolite status from Arsinoe, with whom he had a son Isidoros. Their marriage was, 
however, short-lived: Isidora died, presumably of postnatal complications, not long after 
drawing up her will in November or December 213 (11-12). We then hear nothing about 
Diogenes for twenty years, but on 12 January 225, he petitioned the strategos through 
Aurelius Sarapion to assume guardianship for his sister’s underage orphaned sons Marci 
Aurelii Lucretius and Rufus (P. Harris I 68 A-B and 18). Within less than a year he was also 
dead, leaving Kopria, his only surviving child, orphaned. 

 Following Diogenes’ death, a long-lived family member came to the fore: Aurelius 
Sarapion, son of Pasis,25 the maternal great-uncle of Kopria, who had been taking an interest 
in the affairs of his niece Ammonarion after her divorce, became the new owner of the 
archive. P. Mich. XVIII 791, a lease of land dating to 212/213, marks his earliest appearance 
in the archive, but App. 2 shows that he was most active during the reign of Alexander 
Severus. Like Kasios, son of Taonnophris (ArchID 432), he was an ‘agent d’affaires’ in 
Philadelpheia,26 leasing land from members of the metropolite elite. In 225, he acted on two 
occasions on behalf of a member of Diogenes’ family: on 25 January, he served as agent for 
Diogenes, who may have been ill at the time and therefore unable to conduct his own affairs 
(P. Harris I 68 A-B, 18), and on 28 October, he was involved in an offer to lease land from 
Kopria (29). SB IV 7464 allows us a rare glimpse into Sarapion’s private life: on 22 

                                                
22 N. Kruit, ‘Age Reckoning in Hellenistic Egypt: The Evidence of Declarations of Birth, Excerpts from the Ephebe 
Registers, and Census Returns’, in A.M.F.W. Verhoogt/ S.P. Vleeming (eds.), The Two Faces of Graeco-Roman 
Egypt (Pap. Lugd. Bat. 30), Leiden 1998, p. 45. 
23 According to 2, l. 2-3, Minor belonged to the Hadrianian phyle and Zenian deme, though he is recorded as a 
member of the Olympian deme in l. 2 of 9. As Diogenes was also registered in the Zenian deme (3-4, l. 1-2), the 
scribe perhaps made an error in the latter document. 
24 L. Migliardi Zingale, ‘In margine a P. Diog. 9: alcune osservazioni in materia testamentaria’, AnalPap 4 (1992), p. 
68. 
25 For the various renderings of the patronymic see P. Mich. XVIII, 1996, p. 278 n. 3. 
26 Schubert 2007, p. 64. 
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November 248, as an octogenarian Arab bowman (ἀραβοτοξότης), he filed a complaint 
against a soldier who had assaulted him while he was trying to retrieve a sow.27 

 Diogenes came from a privileged family in Philadelpheia possessing both Roman and 
Antinoite citizenship.28 Their Roman citizenship went back to M. Lucretius Clemens, the 
great-grandfather of Diogenes, whose military service may have taken him from Syria to 
Egypt: in 127, not long after cohors I Thracum had left Syria, he served as a cavalryman in 
this cohort at Contra Apollonopolis (1).29 Whether he also enjoyed citizenship of 
Antinoopolis remains, however, uncertain.30 Diogenes did not marry within his social class: 
he first married Ammonarion, a Graeco-Egyptian of Philadelpheia,31 and then Isidora, a 
metropolite of the Arsinoite capital. As a citizen of Antinoopolis he had the right of 
intermarriage (ἐπιγαµία) with a Graeco-Egyptian, allowing his children to become Antinoite 
citizens. Had it not been for the Constitutio Antoniniana, however, none of his children 
would have enjoyed Roman citizenship. His sister Lucretia Octavia, on the other hand, who 
had three sons from three different fathers, married men of the same social background 
(Roman-Antinoite citizens).32  

The family’s native language was Greek, but to secure the privileges connected with Roman 
citizenship, Latin birth certificates had to be obtained (1) and wills had to be drawn up in 
Latin (10, recording the opening of the will of Diogenes’ brother-in-law and 9, a Greek 
translation of the will of Diogenes’ father). 18 and 27 show that Diogenes was a ‘slow 
writer’, who had difficulties to write his signature.33 Both his second wife Isidora and his 
sister Lucretia Octavia were illiterate, requiring his assistance to subscribe their Greek 
documents (11-12 and 27), while a certain Nepous subscribed P. Mich. XVIII 791, a lease of 
land from 212/213, for his ex-wife Ammonarion. 

Diogenes and his family were well-off. Van Minnen already noted that their double 
citizenship entailed double paperwork (aparchai and epikrisis documents), which only the 
relatively wealthy were able to afford.34 They also owned some land in Philadelpheia: 
Lucretia Octavia inherited 5 ½ iugera of grain land from her first husband, while Diogenes 
is according to P. Yale III 137 (col. III, l. 73), a private land register from the year 216/217, 
the owner of 12 ½ arouras of grain land. In this document he is identified as Diogenes ‘of 
the walking area’ (παραδροµαῖος), referring to the district he lived in (see also the back of 
27). Diogenes owned three household slaves, namely Pasistilla alias Kouneinis and two 
slaves he inherited from his wife Isidora. Schubert nonetheless believes that Diogenes had a 

                                                
27 For a more extensive discussion of Diogenes’ family see P. Diog., 1990, p. 7-17; Schubert 2007, p. 55-68. 
28 For the privileges connected with Roman and Antinoite citizenship see P. Diog., 1990, 19-33. The spread of Roman 
citizenship in Philadelpheia is discussed in J.F. Oates, ‘Philadelphia in the Fayum during the Roman Empire’, in Atti 
dell’XI Congresso Internazionale di Papirologia, Milano, 2-8 settembre 1965, Milano, 1966, p. 451-474. 
29 P. Diog., 1990, p. 7. 
30 For an overview of the discussion see P. Diog., 1990, p. 9. 
31 Schubert believes that she may have been a member of the metropolite elite: Schubert 2007, p. 67. 
32 Schubert 2007, p. 59-60. 
33 H.C. Youtie, ‘Βραδέως γράφων: Between Literacy and Illiteracy’, GRBS 12 (1971), p. 239-261 = Scriptiunculae II, 
Amsterdam 1973, p. 629-651; A.E. Hanson, ‘Ancient Illiteracy’, in J. Humphrey (ed.), Literacy in the Roman World 
(Journal of Roman Archaeology Supplement 3), Ann Arbor, 1991, p. 159-198, esp. 159-161. 
34 Van Minnen 1995, p. 509. 
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cash flow problem: in 207, for instance, he had to lend out Pasistilla because he could not 
pay the interest on the 654 drachmas he had borrowed from Dioskorous, an Alexandrian 
(16). Most of the family’s wealth may have been tied up in property, forcing them to take 
out loans to cover unforeseen expenses. According to Schubert it is perhaps no coincidence 
that Diogenes married women from well-to-do families: his first wife Ammonarion was 
despite her young age a successful business woman, taking possession of at least 4 arouras 
of mortgaged land, while his second wife Isidora brought a substantial dowry to the 
marriage (apart from two slaves and a sum of 500 drachmas, she left land, houses,35 several 
pieces of jewellery and gold objects to her son Isidoros in her will). Diogenes may therefore 
not have cut a bad figure in the small world of the country town Philadelpheia.36 His 
daughter Kopria may have been better off, no doubt thanks to her mother’s inheritance: in 
225, she leased out 8 ½ arouras of grain land through her great-uncle Sarapion (29). The 
latter, who leased land in Philadelpheia from members of the metropolite elite, may also 
have owned some land: P. Yale III 137 (col. VI, l. 191) mentions a Sarapion, son of Pasis, as 
the owner of 4 arouras of grain land. In addition, he was able to lend out 400 drachmas in 
221 (SB IV 7467). 

 The archive of Diogenes and Sarapion spans a long period of time, documenting five 
generations of a well-to-do family possessing Roman and, from at least the third generation, 
Antinoite citizenship. The grant of Roman citizenship to M. Lucretius Clemens, who may 
have been of Syrian origin, did not lead, however, to a stronger Romanization. The archive 
may therefore contribute to our understanding of the ‘Romanization’ process in Egypt.  

 DOCUMENT TYPES 

Most texts in the archive are incoming, consisting of title deeds, leases, wills and documents 
relating to the family’s Roman and Antinoite citizenship. For some outgoing documents 
(declarations and petitions), internal data show how they ended up in the archive: 19, a 
declaration from Kopria’s guardian to the keepers of archives (bibliophylakes) concerning 
the registration of his biannual guardianship report, was signed by the scribe and sent back 
to him, while 15, a declaration referring to Roman citizens, was no doubt returned to M. 
Lucretius Minor as proof of his citizenship. Both original petitions and copies appear in the 
archive (17, a petition to the strategos with a copy of the subscription issued by the prefect 
in response to an earlier petition, and SB IV 7468, a petition from Lucius Nonius Casianus to 
the strategos). It is not clear why Sarapion kept three copies of a petition reporting an assault 
on his person by a soldier (SB IV 7464).37 The presence of three copies of an application to 
appoint a guardian for the minors Lucretius and Rufus subscribed by the strategos is also 
difficult to explain (P. Harris I 68 A is the original; P. Harris I 68 B and 18 are later 
copies). 

The composition of this family archive is rather diverse, as shown by App. 3: apart from the 
documents required to secure the family’s double citizenship (aparchai: 2, 3-4 and epikrisis 

                                                
35 Schubert 2007, p. 86. 
36 Van Minnen 1995, p. 509.  
37 Of the three copies one version is printed; the variant readings in the two other copies are indicated in the apparatus 
criticus: H. Henne, ‘Papyrus Graux (nos 3 à 8)’, BIFAO 27 (1927), p. 4-6. 
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records: 5, 8), title deeds and lease contracts form the largest groups. Those concerning the 
purchase of land include one receipt of payment (36) and four tax receipts (37, 38, 39, P. 
Graux II 16). A transfer tax had to be paid for property (ἐγκύκλιον or, when katoikic land 
was concerned, τέλος καταλοχισµῶν);38 after payment, a receipt was issued to the owner by 
the banker or, in the case of katoikic land, tax collector. This tax was usually paid within a 
year, though the tax office had to remind Ammonarion on 3 October 202 to pay the second 
tax installment on a plot of land ceded in January/February; according to the receipt, she 
paid shortly afterwards (37). That Ammonarion was apparently often late with her tax 
payments is further illustrated by 38: on 28 April 212, eight (!) years after the cession had 
taken place, she paid the second tax installment. Among the leases we find applications for 
two (P. Mich. XVIII 791) or three years (29), receipts (34, 35) and a lease contract (33).  

Another important type of documents are the wills. The Roman will (testamentum per aes et 
libram) of M. Lucretius Minor is partially preserved in Greek translation: he bequeathed his 
belongings to his four children and his wife, on the condition that she would take care of 
them and remain unmarried, leaving only two small legacies to a relative and to a woman 
whose name is lost (9). 10, recording the opening of the Roman will of Lucius Ignatius 
Rufinus, the brother-in-law of Diogenes, is the only Latin text in the archive. In accordance 
with Roman law, his brother inherited the major part. His wife, Lucretia Octavia, who 
nursed him during his illness, received half of a house, the furniture and 5 ½ iugera of grain 
land. 11 and 12 are two copies of a donatio mortis causa, written in the same hand. Due to 
the fragmentary state of 12, it is not clear which of these copies is the original. Apart from 
two slaves and a sum of 500 drachmas bequeathed to Diogenes, Isidora left her entire estate 
to their son Isidoros.  

The archive also contains three loan contracts. In two cases, Diogenes and his sister Lucretia 
Octavia were the debtors (16, a receipt, and 27, an acknowledgement of debt). According to 
27, Ignatius Apolinarius, to whom they may have been related, lend them 400 drachmas and 
10 artabas of wheat without interest.39 Sarapion appears as the creditor in SB IV 7467. 

Finally, a tax receipt (53, for ναῦλον, a tax for the transport of revenue grain to Alexandria 
by boat)40 and three small fragments (51, 54, 56) belong to the archive. 
 

                                                
38 S.L.R. Wallace, Taxation in Egypt from Augustus to Diocletian (Princeton University, Studies in Papyrology 2), 
Princeton, 1938, p. 227-233; L.C. Youtie, ‘Notes on Texts Pertaining to Catoecic Registry’, ZPE 40 (1980), p. 79-80; 
G. Messeri/ R. Pintaudi, ‘Apion, nomarca dell’Arsinoites’, ZPE 120 (1998), p. 138-139. 
39 This example of solidarity among family members is discussed in Schubert 2007, p. 84-87. For Ignatius 
Apolinarius, who also appears in 11, l. 25 and 45, l. 32, see P. Diog., 1990, p. 168.  
40 A.J.M. Meyer-Termeer, Die Haftung der Schiffer im griechischen und römischen Recht (Studia Amstelodamensia 
ad epigraphicam, ius antiquum et papyrologicam pertinentia 13), Zutphen 1978, p. 12-13. 
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Archive texts Papers of M. Lucretius Diogenes, son of M. Lucretius Minor (AD 132-225), containing 
documents of Diogenes and his family until his death in AD 225 

Papers of Diogenes 
Text 

 

Type of document  

(Greek) 

Date (AD) Place 

5 Extract from the register of the status check 
(epikrisis) for M. Lucretius Clemens, the great-
grandfather  
of Diogenes 

132/133 
Copy after 138 

Arsinoites 

2 = P. Turner 29 Birth certificate (aparche) for Diogenes 13/08/183 
Copy after 197 

Antinoopolis 

8 Extract from the register of the epikrisis of  
the ephebes for Diogenes 

196/197 
Copy after 217 

Antinoopolis 

15 Fragment of a declaration from M. Lucretius 
Minor, the father of Diogenes 

Before 210? Philadelpheia? 

941 Translation of the Roman will of M. Lucretius 
Minor, the father of Diogenes 

183-210? 
 

Philadelpheia? 

33 Lease of 4 arouras of land from Diogenes 25/07-23/08/204 Philadelpheia 
16 Receipt for a loan of money to Diogenes with 

application for guardianship by the creditor 
27/11/207 Ptolemais 

Euergetis? 
27 = P. Harris I 
83 

Loan of money and wheat without interest to 
Diogenes and his sister Lucretia Octavia 

12/11/213 Philadelpheia 

11-12 Will of Isidora, the second wife of Diogenes (donatio 
mortis causa) (guardian: Diogenes) 

27/11-26/12/213 Ptolemais 
Euergetis 

P. Harris I 68 A 
= FIRA III 28 

Application for guardianship submitted by 
Sarapion on behalf of Diogenes 

12/01/225 Philadelpheia 

P. Harris I 68 B Application for guardianship submitted by 
Sarapion on behalf of Diogenes (copy written in 
the same hand) 

12/01/225 
Copy in 225 

Philadelpheia 

18 Application for guardianship submitted by 
Sarapion on behalf of Diogenes (later copy) 

12/01/225 
Copy in 225? 

Philadelpheia 

17 Fragment of a petition from [Diogenes] to the 
strategos on a dispute over a mortgaged plot  
of land inherited from his grandmother 

100-299 
 

Arsinoites? 

56 Fragment mentioning M. Luc[retius] 100-299 ? 

 
Papers of Herennas, Diogenes’ (deceased) son from his first marriage 
Text 

 

Type of document 

(Greek) 

Date (AD) Place 

3 = P. Turner 30 Birth certificate (aparche) for Herennas 17/10/209 Antinoopolis 
4 Birth certificate (aparche) for Herennas (copy) 17/10/209 

Copy between 
212 and 217 

Antinoopolis 

 
 

                                                
41 MIGLIARDI ZINGALE 1992, 65-69 (corrections and new proposed date). 
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Papers of Lucretia Octavia, Diogenes’ sister 
Text 

 

Type of document 

(Greek unless otherwise stated) 

Date (AD) Place 

10 = P. Coll. 
Youtie I 64 = 
ChLA XLVII 
140342 

Latin copy recording the opening of the Roman will 
of Lucius Ignatius Rufinus, the husband of Lucretia 
Octavia, with Greek signature 

3/06/211 
Copy after 211 

Ptolemais 
Euergetis 

SB IV 7468 =  
P. Graux I 8 

Petition from Lucius Nonius Casianus to the 
strategos on the early termination of his lease from 
Aurelia Lucretia 

24/02/221 
Copy 

Arsinoites 

 

Papers of Aurelius Sarapion, son of Pasis (AD 202-248): after Diogenes’ death the archive 
was inherited by his minor daughter Aurelia Kopria and continued by her great-uncle 
Sarapion, who also kept the papers of Kopria’s mother Ammonarion 

Papers of Sarapion 
Text 

 

Type of document 

(Greek) 

Date (AD) Place 

P. Mich. XVIII 
791 

Offer to lease 5 ½ arouras of katoikic land from 
Ammonarion by Sarapion with subscription 

212/213 Philadelpheia 

SB IV 7467 =  
P. Graux I 7 

Loan of money by Sarapion 18/08/221 Philadelpheia 

35 Lease receipt for Sarapion 221-222 Philadelpheia? 
34 Lease receipt for Sarapion 2/07/222-231 Philadelpheia? 
19 Receipt (hypomnema) for registration of the 

biannual guardianship report on the minor Kopria 
in the public archives with subscription 

After 27/11-
26/12/226 

Arsinoites? 

SB IV 7464 = P. 
Graux I 4 = Sel. 
Pap. II 291 

Petition, in three copies, from Sarapion to the 
centurio, reporting the assault on his person by a 
soldier  

22/11/248 Arsinoites 

53 Fragment of a tax receipt? (ναῦλον or boat tax) for 
Sarapion (copy?) 

100-299 ? 

 
Papers of Kopria, Diogenes’ daughter from his first marriage 
Text 

 

Type of document 

(Greek) 

Date (AD) Place 

29 Offer to lease 8 ½ arouras of grain land from 
Kopria, still a minor, through Sarapion 

28/10/225 Philadelpheia 

51 Fragment recording Diogenes, K[opria], still a 
minor, and Sarap[ion?] 

205-235? Philadelpheia? 

 

Papers of Ammonarion, Sarapion’s niece and Kopria’s mother 
Text 

 

Type of document 

(Greek) 

Date (AD) Place 

37 = P. Harris I 
77 = SB XVI 
12643 

Tax receipt (τέλος καταλοχισµῶν) for the minor 
Ammonarion 

After 3/10/202 
or 203 

Arsinoites 

                                                
42 A.K. BOWMAN and J. DAVID THOMAS, ‘P. Lond. inv. 2506: A Reconsideration’, BASP 14 (1977), 59-64. 
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36 Sale receipt for Valeria, the daughter of [Gaius] 206 Philadelpheia? 
P. Graux II 16 Receipt of transfer tax (ἐγκύκλιον) for Valeria, the 

daughter of Gaius 
25/02 or 
26/03/206 

Philadelpheia? 

38 Receipt of transfer tax (τέλος καταλοχισµῶν) for 
Ammonarion 

28/04/212 Arsinoites 

39 Fragment of a receipt of transfer tax (τέλος 
καταλοχισµῶν) 

3 or 4/10/193-
217 

Arsinoites? 

54 Fragment mentioning Ammonari[on] 100-299 ? 

 
Related texts 
Text 

 

Type of document 

(Greek unless otherwise stated) 

Date (AD) Place 

1 = CPL 159 = 
AE 1937, 112 

Latin birth certificate of Serenus, the great-uncle of 
Diogenes, on wood 

1/05/127 Contra 
Apollonopolis 

44-45 List of payments in wheat (45 is written at the back 
of 34) 

Before 216/217 Philadelpheia 

 

 Uncertain texts 

Due to poor preservation, most papyri acquired by the British Museum cannot be assigned to 
the archive with certainty. Apart from fragments of uncertain content (55, 57-63, 65-68), this 
group includes: 20, 21, 23, 41-43, 47, 49, 52, 64. 

Ten other documents come from the same village or date from the same period, but their 
belonging to the archive is doubtful: 6, 7, 24-26, 28, 30-32, 40. 

Text types Birth certificates (aparchai), extracts from epikrisis (status check) records, tax receipts and a 
sale receipt, an offer to lease, a lease contract, wills and a document recording the opening 
of a will, an acknowledgement of debt and a repayment of debt = incoming documents; 
declarations, petitions, a guardianship application, an acknowledgement of debt, an offer to 
lease = outgoing documents; fragments = unclear. 

Uncertain: sale contracts and cessions, extracts from epikrisis records, tax receipts, a custom 
house receipt, a loan contract, census declaration, contract = incoming documents; petitions, 
an acknowledgement of debt, offer to lease, a request for parathesis (deposit) = outgoing 
documents; accounts, lists = internal documents; official correspondence, fragments = 
unclear. 
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Appendices App. 1. Stemma of the family (compare SCHUBERT 2007, p. 69) 

 

 App. 2. Chronological spread of the certain texts 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!M. Lucretius Clemens   x   Octavia Tamusta 
   
 
 
                                      
                                    Serenus                                 Lucretia                                     Octavius                            M. Lucretius Diogenes (I)  x  Iulia Apollonarion? 
                                                   
  
                                                Pasis 
 
     
     
    Ammonarion (I)  x  Syros               Sarapion                                         Ptolemaios  x  Harpokratiaina                           Flavia  x  M. Lucretius Minor 
  
                           
  
   
                  Ammonarion (II)     /x/     M. Lucretius Diogenes (II)     x   Isidora            Kotis…           Lucretia Octavia         Lucretius …          Lucretia …           
        
  
                    x (1) L. Ignatius Rufinus 
          x (2) M. Aurelius Heron 

            x (3) ?                                                                                                                                                              
 
                                                                                                    

                              
                        Aurelia Kopria           Herennas                           Isidoros        M. Aurelius Lucretius     M. Aurelius Rufus            M. Aurelius Iulas      

                                                                                                               (‘without father’) 

0	  

2	  

4	  

6	  

8	  

10	  

12	  

Other	  

Kopria	  

Ammonarion	  

Sarapion	  

Diogenes	  
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 App. 3. Document types  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Miscellaneous,	  
6	  

Loan	  contracts,	  
3	  

Registration	  
documents,	  5	  

Wills,	  4	  
Lease	  

contracts,	  5	  

Sale	  contracts,	  
5	  

Guardianship	  
applications,	  3	  

Petitions,	  3	  


