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Bibliography A.M. KEITH / L. PRATT, P. Mich. XVIII, 1996, p. 111-115. 

The numbers in bold refer to P. Mich. XVIII. 

Description Four documents from mummy cartonnage bought in 1982 are linked through Menches, 
goldsmith (774: χρυσοχόος) from Oxyryncha. Together with Harentotes and Menches the 
younger he farmed the goldsmith’s tax in his town and surrounding villages. They thus 
became subcontractors of the farmer of the goldsmith’s and kollybos’ (money exchange) tax 
of the nome, called Ptolemaios. In 195 BC this Ptolemaios lends money to Menches and his 
colleagues, which they promise to pay back together with the money they owe him for the 
tax farming in each of the following three months (Thoth, Phaophi and Hathyr) (771: 
Harentotes signs this Greek contract in Demotic). In 772 Ptolemaios acknowledges to have 
received a payment from Menches and his companions and according to 773 payments went 
on for another half year, until Pachons, when problems arose. Menches was whipped and 
searched by Ptolemaios and an accomplice when he was in the nome capital. He was thrown 
into prison for one night and was deprived of a necklace and of some silver he had under 
contract. As a consequence he could not return the silver to the owner and could no longer 
pay the taxes he owed as a tax farmer. He handed in a petition (773, fragmentarily 
preserved) after which the case was apparently dealt with by Asklepiades, the agent of the 
financial official (epimeletes), but without result. Menches petitioned again to the epimeletes 
to re-evaluate the case (774). 

It is not clear when the two petitions were written, but apparently the four texts belong to a 
short period between October 195 and 194/193 BC. They are remnants from a lawsuit 
dossier no doubt kept by Menches as one of the parties. 

Archive texts P. Mich. XVIII 771-774. 

Text types Receipts (2), petitions (2) = incoming and outgoing documents. 

 


