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Arsinoites (Fayum), meris of Herakleides, Philadelpheia 
210-204 or 193-187 BC 
Greek and 1 bilingual Greek-Demotic 
Ostraca 
68 
Professional archive 
Berlin, Ägyptisches Museum 
Found during excavations in 1909 in Gharabet el-Gerza (Philadelpheia)  
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Description On 30 January 1909 Viereck and Zucker excavated 68 ostraca in the outer corner of a cellar 
in Gharabet el-Gerza (Philadelpheia) (excavation spot IX in building block C7 on the map in 
BGU VII, 1926, pl. 1). Most ostraca, which are now kept in the collection of Berlin, deal 
with the administration of an estate, but four ostraca contain passages copied from literary 
authors, probably (school?) exercises. The fifth ‘literary’ text is a burlesque and obscene 
epitaph for a certain Kleitorios; this name occurs several times in the documentary texts of 
the archive, where also a Kleitorios junior is attested. The archive is sometimes called after 
this Kleitorios, but there is no reason to suppose that Kleitorios has been the actual keeper of 
the archive. 

1500-1548 are in the same handwriting, while 1552-1554, 1561-1562 and the five literary 
ostraca seem to be written by three other hands. Several ostraca are palimpsests, showing 
traces of earlier writing. A lot of entries in the administrative documents are written in the 
first person singular or plural, but it is impossible to identify the writer. 

The ostraca are all Greek, except for the bilingual 1544, where a Greek account is provided 
with a Demotic translation. The documentary texts are dated between year 13 and 18. These 
years have sometimes been ascribed to the reigns of Ptolemy III (i.e. 235-229 BC) and 
Ptolemy IV (i.e. 210-204 BC), while Cadell and Le Rider (cf. BL 11, p. 28) argued that the 
texts belong to the reign of Ptolemy V (i.e. 193-187 BC). There is still discussion about 
Ptolemy IV or V,1 but a date under Ptolemy III is no longer accepted. Because of this new 
date, there is no reason to link the ostraca with the earlier archive of Zenon, as it was 
suggested in the editio princeps. 

The documentary ostraca deal with a broad range of topics apparently involving the 

                                                
1 Ch. Fischer-Bovet / W. Clarysse, ‘Silver and bronze standards and the date of P. Heid. VI 383’, AfP 58 (2012), p. 39 
and n. 9. 
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management of an estate. This estate was not limited to the village of Philadelpheia, since 
also other villages from the meris of Herakleides are mentioned as well (Achilleos Chorion, 
Hephaistias, Nestou Epoikion, Philoteris, Psei, Tanis). The ostraca contain accounts, lists 
and notes on agricultural and other matters, which were probably later on copied on papyrus 
for administrative purposes. A lot of ostraca were apparently broken into pieces, before 
being discarded. 

Archive texts BGU VII 1500-1562; Berliner Museen 42 (1920-1921), p. 102-104 (= LDAB 6919); 
Raccolta Lumbroso p. 254-255 no. 1 (= LDAB 4013), p. 255-257 no. 2 (= LDAB 1058), p. 
257-259 no. 3 (= LDAB 6926); Sitzb. Berl. Akad. (1918), p. 742-743 (= LDAB 3864). 

Text types Accounts, lists, notes = internal documents; literary texts (5). 

 


