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Place 
Date 

Language 
Material 

Number of texts 
Type 

Collections 
Find/Acquisition 

 

Arsinoites (Fayum), meris of Polemon 
214-213 BC 
Greek 
Papyrus 
15 certain, 2 uncertain 
Official archive 
Cologne, Papyrussammlung 
Extracted from mummy cartonnage no doubt through Fackelmann in the 1970s/1980s 

  
Bibliography K. MARESCH, ‘258.-271. Das Archiv des Oikonomos Apollonios’, in P. Köln VI, 1987, p. 

156-163. 

K. MARESCH, P. Köln Gr. XII, 2010, p. 115. 

The numbers in bold refer to P. Köln Gr. VI and XII. 

Description This small archive is derived from mummy cartonnage; eleven out of fourteen papyri come 
from the same mummy. The dated texts range between year 8 and 10 and were convincingly 
attributed to Ptolemy IV by the editor. The first and last date of the archive are 28 June 214 
(258) and 12 March 213 (478). 

Most texts are official letters. The archive includes not only incoming (259, 260, 262, 261 
Ro, 267, 478 (l. 38-43)) but also outgoing correspondence (258, 263, 261 Vo, 264 Ro, 265, 
266, 478 (l. 27-37)). The incoming letters are docketed according to a uniform system: the 
date and the name of the sender in l. 1, a short description of the content in l. 2 (259, 260, 
262). 

The outgoing letters are partly drafts, written in the same small cursive hand, probably that 
of Apollonios (261 Vo, 265 and 264 Ro, which is a draft for 263). In 258 Apollonios orders 
his subordinate, the district head (toparches) Amenneus, to meet him in Krokodilopolis and 
no doubt Amenneus returned the letter on that occasion. It is unclear why 263 and 266 (both 
with an address on the back) were kept by or returned to Apollonios. In any case the verso of 
263 was used for some more drafts (478). 

A link between several incoming and outgoing letters is the financial officer or oikonomos 
Metrodoros, Apollonios’ superior, who is the writer of 259, 260 and 262 and the addressee 
of 263 and 264. He is also mentioned as writer of another letter in 478, 28 and 34. On the 
back of 261, a letter received by Apollonios, he drafted a short letter to Metrodoros 
announcing him that he was forwarding a copy of the letter on the recto. 

It is fairly certain that 268 and 269 also belong to the archive: they both deal with 
monopolies and the latter falls within the brief date range of the archive. 268 is an 
announcement for a public sale of confiscated property through Apollonios ‘who is charge 
of the oikonomia’. The editor identifies this official with the owner of the archive, who is 
then a local oikonomos in the meris of Polemon. His seat was probably in the village of 
Oxyryncha and his area of competence included the village of Memphis in the meris of 
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Polemon. 

The attribution to the archive of the petition 270 and the list of signatures 271 is far less 
convincing: they may be private documents and the fact that they derive from the same 
cartonnage is no sufficient reason for including them. 

Archive texts P. Köln Gr. VI 258-269, XII 478 (three drafts written on the verso of 263); uncertain: VI 
270-271. 

Text types Official correspondence (11), public announcement (1), petition (1 uncertain), list of 
signatures (1 uncertain) = incoming and outgoing documents. 

 


