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Archive of Peteharsemtheus, son of Panebchounis 
 

                    
    Place 

 Date 
Language 
Material 

Number texts 
Type 

Collections 
 
 

 
 

 
           
Find/Acquisition 

   
  Pathyris 

174 – 88 B.C. 
Greek and demotic 
Papyri, ostraka and wooden tablets 
113 certain, 2 uncertain 
Family archive (three generations) 
Berlin, Staatliche Museen; Brussels, Musées Royaux; Cairo, Egyptian Museum; Cologne, 
Papyrussammlung; Freiburg, Private collection Hess; Heidelberg; Leipzig, Universität; 
London, British Library; London, British Museum; Norfolk, Norwich Castle Museum; 
Oxford, Ashmolean Museum; Paris, Private collection Amiens; Paris, Private collection 
Claude; Philadelphia, University of Pennsylvania Museum; Strasbourg, Bibliothèque 
nationale; Uppsala, Victoria Museum; [uncertain texts in New York, Metropolitan 
Museum of Art and London, British Museum] 
Found in Pathyris, bought on the antiquities market from 1896 onwards 
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Description 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISCOVERY AND RECONSTRUCTION OF  
PETEHARSEMTHEUS’ FAMILY ARCHIVE 

 
With 80 papyri, 14 ostraka and 19 tablets, this is the largest family archive 
from Pathyris. Of these texts, seventeen demotic papyri, one Greek papyrus 
and one wooden tablet remain to this day unpublished. Besides these 113 
texts, two other documents can perhaps be attributed to the archive. The 
first text, a tax receipt on ostrakon dating to 174 B.C. (114), mentions a 
Horos, son of Paous, who may be identified with Horos (I), the grandfather 
of the first archive owner and the first person known to us of 
Peteharsemtheus’ family. However, since this identification is not 
confirmed by museum archaeology and since this is the only document that 
has come down to us from this generation, the attribution to the archive 
remains uncertain. The second text, the marriage contract of Tareesis and 
her third husband Harpos, son of Pabys (115), would normally have been 
kept by the family of the woman, that is Tareesis’ son Paous (I). There are, 
however, no indications that he had an archive, so the contract was 
probably kept by her sister’s husband Totoes. Since the museum 
archaeology does not confirm the attribution of this document to the 
archive, the text remains uncertain.  

The texts were discovered in late nineteenth century Pathyris (see 
Vandorpe and Waebens, Reconstructing Pathyris’ Archives (2009), 
§21(2)). The conditions in which the archive was excavated remain 
unclear, since all texts turned up on the antiquities market (P. Lond. III, p. 
5-6). Consequently, the archive of Peteharsemtheus is spread over different 
collections and was edited over a long period of time.1 The texts turned up 
relatively late in collections (since 1896), especially when compared to the 
archive of Dryton, one of the first Pathyris archives to be discovered (c. 
1890). The archive can be reconstructed, based on prosopographical data2 
and museum archaeology.3  

                                                
1 N. Lewis, Greeks in Ptolemaic Egypt (1986), p. 139. 
2 P.W. Pestman, ‘Pétéharsemtheus’ (1965), p. 47-105. 
3 K. Vandorpe, ‘Museum Archaeology’ (1994), p. 289-300. 
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Papyri: the first papyri of the archive turned up in the collection of the 
British Museum in 1896 and were published one year later. In the period 
1896-1910, other papyri were brought on the market and sold to different 
collections (Berlin, Staatliche Museen; Brussels, Musées Royaux; 
Cologne; Freibourg; Heidelberg; Leipzig; London; Philadelphia, 
University of Pennsylvania Museum; Strasbourg, Bibliothèque nationale 
and the private collections Amiens and Claude at Paris). The 
Peteharsemtheus papyri are far better preserved than the Dryton papyri.4 

Ostraka and tablets: Whether the ostraka and wooden tablets of 
Peteharsemtheus’ family (now in Berlin; Cairo; London, British Museum; 
Norfolk; Oxford; Strasbourg and Uppsala) were found together with the 
papyri is unclear, since hardly any information is available about the 
purchase of ostraka and tablets. However, the ostraka and tablets probably 
belong to the archive of Peteharsemtheus (Vandorpe and Waebens, 
Reconstructing Pathyris’ Archives (2009), §11).5 As is usually the case, 
most ostraka belong to the last generation of archive owners, that is to 
Peteharsemtheus (8 out of 14). Most wooden tablets, on the contrary, 
belong to his father Panebchounis (10 out of 19). The use of wooden 
tablets as tax receipts is rather unusual, since wood was (and still is) scarce 
in Egypt. In fact almost all wooden tablets used as tax receipts originate 
from Pathyris and a significant part of them are related to Peteharsemtheus 
and his family.6 
 

 
COMPOSITION OF THE ARCHIVE: THREE ARCHIVE OWNERS 

 

 
 

Graph 1: distribution of texts according to archive owners 
 

 
 
 

The family archive of Peteharsemtheus is called after the last owner, 
Peteharsemtheus, son of Panebchounis (I). Three archive owners can be 
distinguished (see graph 1)7: Peteharsemtheus8 himself, his father 

                                                                                                                                                            
4 K. Vandorpe, ‘Museum Archaeology’ (1994), p. 292. 
5 K. Vandorpe, ‘Archives and Dossiers’, in R.S. Bagnall (ed.), Oxford Handbook of Papyrology, Oxford 2009, Chapter 
10, p. 216-255. 
6 C. Galazzi, ‘Ricevute scritte su etichette di legno’, in Pap. Lup. 9 (2000), p. 185; K. Vandorpe and S. Waebens, ‘Why 
Tax Receipts on Wood? On Wooden Tablet Archives from Ptolemaic Egypt (Pathyris)’, in P. Van Nuffelen (ed.), Faces 
of Hellenism. Studies in the History of the Eastern Mediterranean (4th century B.C. – 5th century A.D.) (Studia 
Hellenistica 48), Leuven 2009, p. 179-‐197.  
7 P.W. Pestman, ‘Pétéharsemtheus’ (1965), p. 73. 
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 Panebchounis9 (including documents of his wife Kobahetesis and those of 
his half-sisters) and his grandfather Totoes10 (including documents of his 
wife Takmeis and those of his daughters). 

However, since the business activities of Totoes, Panebchounis and 
Peteharsemtheus sometimes took place in the same period, there is no clear 
chronological succession of owners. We have therefore distinguished three 
groups according to the archive keepers: the dates given are those of the 
first and last document in which each of them acted. As usual, the family 
archive was passed on from father to (oldest) son. 

 
 

 
Graph 2: chronological spread of the texts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Totoes archive owner. Most texts of this period (145-113 B.C.) originate 
from the owner of the archive, Totoes, and his second wife Takmeis (2, 3). 
Totoes also kept two papers of his daughters Taelolous and Siepmous (5, 
7). 

As indicated by his name, Totoes’ father Pelaias was probably a local man 
from Pathyris. He married the Egyptian woman Tisas, who bore him two 
sons, Totoes and Horos (II). Totoes was born c. 183 B.C. and married 
Tareesis, who gave birth to a son about 163 B.C., Panebchounis. Shortly 
after his birth, she divorced Totoes and remarried his brother Horos (II). 
She then gave birth to another son, Paous (I), and to two daughters, 
Tamenos and Tatous. Why the marriage ended is unclear, but in 157 B.C., 
Tareesis remarried Harpos, son of Pabys (115). Two daughters were born 
out of this marriage. After divorcing Tareesis, Totoes married her much 
younger sister Takmeis, who bore him three children. In 145 B.C., Totoes 
bought together with his brother a plot of land within the walls of the 
fortress on which he built a house (1, see Vandorpe and Waebens, 

                                                                                                                                                            
8 Pros. Ptol. IV 10939 and 11626 = Pros. Ptol. X 2036. 
9 Pros. Ptol. II (VIII) 4035 = Pros. Ptol. IV 11572 and 12259 = Pros. Ptol. X 2025. 
10 Pros. Ptol. X 2205. 
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Reconstructing Pathyris’ Archives (2009), §3). On 15 March 113 B.C., he 
divided his property between his four children: two versions of this will are 
preserved (16, 17). On 26 December 113 B.C., Totoes allowed his 
daughters to sell a part of their inheritance (18). He died shortly afterwards. 
The house would eventually come in the hands of his son Panebchounis 
and the latter’s wife Kobahetesis and maybe harboured the archive of their 
son (Vandorpe and Waebens, Reconstructing Pathyris’ Archives (2009), 
§3). 

2. Panebchounis (I) archive owner. After his father’s death (c. 112 B.C.) 
Panebchounis inherited the family archive. He added his own texts to the 
archive (131-99 B.C.) and also kept the papers of his wife Kobahetesis (13, 
18) and of his half-sisters Taelolous and Siepmous (19).  

Panebchounis married Kobahetesis c. 140 BC. She gave birth to six 
children, four sons and two daughters, the oldest being Peteharsemtheus. 
Panebchounis (I) served in the army about 125-123 (10, 12). The first 
documents related to him are tax receipts. From 125 B.C. onwards, he 
occurs in more important legal texts. His wife Kobahatesis sometimes 
conducted her own business activities (18, 49). On 27 November 116 B.C. 
her mother Tathotis had a will written according to which Kobahetesis 
would inherit a seventh of all her property (13). Panebchounis was a 
businessman, who succeeded in enlarging the family property and fortune 
by investing in property. During the last years of his life, c. 105-104 B.C., 
his sons agreed on how they would divide his property after his death and 
which allowance their mother would receive (P. Adler Dem. 9). This is 
strange because Panebchounis was still alive in 99 B.C. (37, 38), when he 
sold some of his land. However, Peteharsemtheus almost immediately 
bought them back (75). We therefore assume that his family did not agree 
with this decision. Panebchounis apparently begun to show some erratic 
behaviour and his sons worried about his mental health and the safety of 
the family fortune.11 He died shortly afterwards. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Peteharsemtheus last archive owner. The major part of the archive 
comes from Peteharsemtheus, who inherited the papers of his grandfather 
and father and added his own texts to the family archive (dating from 114 
to 88 B.C.). He also kept the texts of his wife Sennesis (III) (60) and of his 
sisters Senpelaia and Nechouthis (59, 72), but not those of his brothers. 
They had their own archives, although Peteharsemtheus often acted 
together with them. Museum archaeology has shown that the archive of his 
brother Phagonis (II) became part of the archive of Dryton and his 
descendants, since Phagonis was married to a granddaughter of Dryton 
(Vandorpe and Waebens, Reconstructing Pathyris’ Archives (2009), 
§36).12 Surprisingly, the archive also comprises some papers of 
Peteharsemtheus’ grandmother Tathotis (42, 45): by the time these texts 
were drawn up, she was probably no longer married, since her brother and 
not her husband acted as her guardian in these documents. The concerning 
texts (42, 45, 48, 50) came into Peteharsemtheus’ possession when Tathotis 
conducted some business transactions with him. According to these tax 

                                                                                                                                                            
11 N. Lewis, Greeks in Ptolemaic Egypt (1986), p. 148. 
12 P. Dryton, p. 10. 



  Page 6 
     
 
 

Sofie Waebens > k a t h o l i e k e  u n i v e r s i t e i t  l e u v e n  > 2011-11-10 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

receipts, he owned together with his grandmother a vineyard of ½ aroura 1 
½ cubit, that is about 1416 m².13 The presence of some ostraka of his 
nephew Pamenos (44, 47, 52) is besides the family connection unexpected, 
but there is no doubt that they belong to the family archive as they turned 
up together with ten tablets in the Strasbourg collection. One text (58) of 
his half uncle Paous (I) also became part of the archive, since it entered the 
British Museum together with fourteen other papyri on July 1896.14 

Peteharsemtheus was probably born c. 139 B.C. He married Sennesis (III) 
before 104 B.C. It is not clear whether she bore him children, but the 
marriage came to an end before 95 B.C., since Peteharsemtheus was 
planning to marry the otherwise unknown woman Sensouchos, daughter of 
Thotsutem and Senobastis, and had a marriage contract drawn up (90). 
However, the marriage probably never took place. The major part of the 
family archive contains texts associated with Peteharsemtheus. He was 
clearly a successful businessman, who acted on frequent occasions together 
with (or for) other family members. When the documentation from 
Pathyris abruptly ends in 88 B.C., the 51 years old Peteharsemtheus owned 
several townhouses, fields, orchards, vineyards and some cattle (Vandorpe 
and Waebens, Reconstructing Pathyris’ Archives (2009), p. 49-50). 

Finally, three title deeds (41, 69, 80) also belong to the archive of 
Peteharsemtheus. These documents are not related to any family member. 
They mention in fact the previous owners of the land purchased by 
Peteharsemtheus’ family: older title deeds were often handed over to the 
new owners after a sale (41, 69). Text 80 is more problematic, because 
Peteharsemtheus is the seller. Perhaps he bought the plot back afterwards, 
as he sometimes did (see 75). For a topographical study of the land 
mentioned in the archive documents, see P.W. Pestman, ‘Pétéharsemtheus’ 
(1965), p. 73-87. 

                                                                                                                                                            
13 K. Vandorpe and W. Clarysse, ‘Egyptian Bankers and Bank Receipts’ (2008), p. 164-165. 
14 See collection J in K. Vandorpe, ‘Museum Archaeology’ (1994), p. 299. 
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DOCUMENT TYPES IN THE ARCHIVE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Graph 3: document types in the archive 
 
Only two texts (43, 112) – two archival notes of Peteharsemtheus – were 
not addressed to or destined for the archive keeper: they were meant for 
internal use.15 All other texts are incoming documents, such as title deeds, 
tax receipts and letters.  

As can be seen in graph 3, the family archive of Peteharsemtheus mainly 
consists of juridical texts: loans, sale contracts (title deeds, mortgage 
deeds, etc.), acknowledgements and repayments of debt, tax receipts, lease 
contracts, three wills (13, 16, 17) and two marriage contracts (72, 89). The 
family solidarity in these texts is remarkable: sale contracts and loans were 
often drawn up in name of different family members.16  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Of the seven letters preserved in the family archive, five are written in 
name of Peteharsemtheus’ brother Petesouchos (II). They were meant as a 
sign of life and were probably kept for sentimental reasons while 
Petesouchos was away on a military expedition.17 On the other hand, one 
may expect to find more than merely seven letters in the largest family 
archive from Pathyris. Since four of the six private letters mention 
agricultural affairs (39, 83, 87) or the purchase of a gate and bed (91), 
Peteharsemtheus and his father Panebchounis probably had another, less 
sentimental, reason for keeping these specific letters.18 

The largest group are documents concerning the purchase of real estate. 
Among these we find title deeds (1, 12, 15, 18, 19, 24, 37, 38, 40, 41, 49, 
54, 55, 57, 69, 75, 77-80, 104, 107), mortgage contracts (7, 60, 70, 71, 76, 
84), cessions (αjποστάσιον, παραχώρησις and transfers; 20, 21, 27, 61, 

                                                
15 K. Vandorpe, ‘Archives and Dossiers’ (2009). 
16 M. Chauveau, L’Égypte (1997), p. 220. 
17 K. Vandorpe, ‘Archives and Dossiers’ (2009), Chapter 10, p. 216-255. 
18 M. Chauveau, ‘Petesouchos fils de Panobchounis’ (2008), p. 38-39. 
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64, 67, 82, 84, 89, 102, 113) and tax receipts (14, 42). A tax had to be paid 
on the purchase and sale of property (ejγκύκλιον): after payment, a receipt 
was issued by the banker.19 These receipts were often written at the end or 
on the back of the contract itself (1, 7, 13, 18, 19, 24, 40, 41, 49, 69, 70). 
Usually Peteharsemtheus and other family members were buyers of land 
(1, 12, 15, 19, 40, 49, 54, 55, 57, 61, 75, 79, 80, 104, 107), parts of houses 
(18, 24, 77, 78), vineyards and orchards (27 out of 39). Most texts are 
fairly well preserved and inform us about the property and the financial 
situation of Peteharsemtheus’ family (see below). 

Another group of texts are loan contracts (4, 6, 30, 46, 56, 65, 68, 73, 74, 
85, 93, 100, 103), the renewal of loans (63), acknowledgements of debt (2, 
3) and repayments of debt (22, 23, 58, 62, 66, 85). For lending large 
amounts, the parties went to a Greek or Egyptian notary, for minor 
amounts, an acknowledgement of debt was sufficient. In 19 out of 21 
cases, Peteharsemtheus and his family members were the debtors. They 
usually borrowed money (3, 4, 6, 22, 23, 58, 62, 63, 66), wheat or barley 
(6, 30, 65, 73, 74, 85, 93, 100), sometimes wine (46, 56, 68) and 
occasionally other things such as oil or tools (2, 103). 

There are six lease contracts as well as lease receipts (53, 59, 81, 101, 108, 
110). In most cases, Peteharsemtheus was the leaseholder (4 out of 6). 

The ostraka and tablets are usually tax receipts (8, 9, 11, 14, 25, 26, 28, 29, 
31-36, 42, 44, 45, 47, 48, 50-52, 94-98, 99, 105, 106). These receipts refer 
to three different taxes: a pasture or grazing tax (qtm, isw or ejννόμιον; 9, 
26, 29, 30, 33-36, 105, 106), a tax on the produce of vineyards and 
orchards (αjπόμοιρα; 25, 27, 44, 47, 51, 52)20 and a harvest tax (epigraphe, 
šmw or Ìtr; 8, 11, 32, 95, 97, 99). The receipts concerning the 
measurement of land (r-r≈=w; 45, 48, 94, 96) are directly related to the 
harvest tax.21 Each year vineyards were measured before the harvest and 
the part under cultivation was registered, since taxes were paid on the 
cultivated area only. A receipt of the measurement was afterwards issued to 
the owner or the cultivator. Peteharsemtheus and his grandmother Tathotis, 
for instance, owned a vineyard.22 According to texts 42, 45 and 48, the 
vineyard was measured in February/March 112 B.C. (it appeared to be 
larger than before, thus an additional sum of money had to be paid, called 
prostimon in Greek), a second time on 22 January 110 B.C. and a third 
time in February/March 108 B.C. (when the vineyard had been extended 
again and another prostimon had to be paid). Since Peteharsemtheus and 
his grandmother were joint owners, they each paid half of the ‘fine’ 
(prostimon; 50). 

The family archive also contains three inheritance documents (13, 16, 17), 
a cession (αjποστάσιον) of a δόσις (5), a temple oath on papyrus (92), two 
archival notes (43, 112), a text concerning an agreement between 

                                                                                                                                                            
19 For more information, see P.W. Pestman, ‘L’impôt ejγκύκλιον à Pathyris et à Krokodilopolis’, in E. Boswinkel and 
P.W. Pestman (edd.), Textes grecs, démotiques et coptes (Pap. Lugd. Bat. XIX), Leiden 1978, p. 214-222. 
20 K. Vandorpe and W. Clarysse, ‘The Ptolemaic Apomoira’, in H. Melaerts (ed.), Le culte du souverain dans l'Égypte 
ptolémaïque au IIIe siècle avant notre ère (Studia Hellenistica 34), Leuven 1998, p. 5-42. 
21 K. Vandorpe, ‘The Ptolemaic Epigraphe or Harvest Tax (shemu)’, in AfP 46 (2000), p. 165-228; K. Vandorpe and W. 
Clarysse, ‘Egyptian Bankers and Bank Receipts’ (2008), p. 164-165. 
22 K. Vandorpe and W. Clarysse, ‘Egyptian Bankers and Bank Receipts’ (2008), p. 164-165. 
23 N. Lewis, Greeks in Ptolemaic Egypt (1986), p. 144-145. 



  Page 9 
     
 
 

Sofie Waebens > k a t h o l i e k e  u n i v e r s i t e i t  l e u v e n  > 2011-11-10 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

neighbours about the building of a house (10) and a declaration (111). The 
last document, a declaration from Horos, son of Pates, to Peteharsemtheus 
concerning the harvest tax, is probably linked with texts 94 and 97. Horos 
and Peteharsemtheus owned together 5 arouras of agricultural land, on 
which they had to pay a harvest tax in 93 B.C. According to text 97, 
Peteharsemtheus paid the due amount immediately. Text 111, however, 
suggesrs that Horos did not pay his share.  
Two of the wills (16, 17) in the archive are in fact versions of the same 
will, with one important difference. On 15 March 113 B.C., Totoes divided 
by will (17) his property between his four children: in accordance with 
Egyptian custom his oldest son Panebchounis (I) inherited the major part. 
However, this text replaced another will (16), written on that very same 
day, according to which his other son Pates (II) inherited almost nothing. 
Totoes’ reasons for doing so are not clear,23 but apparently there were 
considerable frictions between him and his youngest son.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text 112, a note written on a papyrus strip, is the only visible trace of 
classification preserved in the archive of Peteharsemtheus. The fragment 
bundled a package of  “letters” according to the text itself (ZPE 150 
(2004), p. 217).24 Text 43 is probably also an archival note, written on a 
wooden tablet by Peteharsemtheus himself.  
It does not surprise that the marriage contract of Peteharsemtheus’ sister 
Nechouthis is also part of the family archive (72), since this type of 
document is generally kept by the family of the wife. Text 90 also belongs 
to the archive, but this marriage contract is invalid. Peteharsemtheus 
wanted to marry Sensouchos in 95 B.C. and had a contract drawn up, but 
apparently the marriage never took place: only three instead of the usual 
sixteen witnesses signed the contract. 

Finally, seven letters enrich the archive. In 96-94 B.C. Petesouchos 
addressed five letters (83, 86, 87, 88, 91) to his brothers Peteharsemtheus 
and Phagonis and to a number of other persons. The letters indicate that he 
was, together with eight other soldiers, mobilized for a military campaign 
under the command of the strategos Ptolion. Three letters are written in 
demotic, two in Greek (87, 88). This seems a bit surprising since demotic 
was Petesouchos’ native language. His reasons for doing so are unclear, 
but he was illiterate and had to rely on scribes to write his letters. Therefore 
his choice was probably influenced by the accessibility of the notaries and 
the Greek notary was perhaps sometimes easier to reach.25 No other source 
refers to a military expedition in Egypt c. 95 B.C. and Petesouchos does 
not mention in his letters the location of the operation, but fortunately text 
87 gives us a clue. In this letter he invites the home front to pay him a visit 
to stock grain. If they are unable to visit him, he advises them to buy their 
supplies in Diospolis Mikra (Hou). Moreover, Petesouchos stayed in this 
town the year before (83). Therefore the operation most likely took place 
nearby Diospolis Mikra.26 On 7 January 94 B.C., Petesouchos wrote for the 
last time a letter to his brothers Peteharsemtheus and Phagonis (91). 
According to the letter, the campaign had come to an end and the soldiers 

                                                
24 K. Vandorpe, ‘Archives and Dossiers’ (2009), Chapter 10, p. 216-255. 
25 M. Chauveau, ‘Petesouchos fils de Panobchounis’ (2008), p. 39. 
26 M. Chauveau, ‘Pétéharsemtheus’ (2002), p. 51-52 and Id., ‘Petesouchos fils de Panobchounis’ (2008), p. 28. 
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were going to break up the camp and return home. 

The archive contains only one business letter (109), addressed to 
Peteharsemtheus, and one unpublished and undated private letter (39) from 
Pates (II) to his half-brother Panebchounis (I). Since this letter mentions 
the funerary cult of their father Totoes, it was written after his death in 112 
B.C. Pates was staying in Diospolis Mikra at the time, requiring help due to 
the delay of the Nile’s annual inundation. Therefore he specifically asks 
Panebchounis to send his son Petesouchos to him at Diospolis Mikra.27 

 
 ETHNICITY OF PETEHARSEMTHEUS’ FAMILY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Graph 4: spread of the texts by custom/language 

 All family archives from Pathyris are bilingual (Greek-demotic), but 
certain types of documents as well as the language used in them reveal the 
native language and the Greek or Egyptian customs (see Vandorpe and 
Waebens, Reconstructing Pathyris’ Archives (2009), §4 and §31).  

Like most other families from Pathyris, the family of Peteharsemtheus 
lived according to Egyptian law and custom (marriage contracts and wills) 
and used demotic in their private documentation,28 with a single exception: 
for two of his letters, Petesouchos used a Greek scribe, probably because 
the Greek notary was easier to reach (he was on a military campaign). All 
family members had Egyptian names and Greco-demotic double names are 
not attested among them. The family was therefore clearly Egyptian, 
although almost all documents dating between 105 and 96 B.C. were 
written in Greek. The choice for this particular language was due to an 
external factor: the introduction of a Greek notarial office in Pathyris.29  

 
 

Almost all family members bear the title of Πέρσης, Πέρσης τω'ν 
προσγράφων, Πέρσης th'" ejpigonh'" or Περσίνη (Wynn ms n Kmy in 

                                                                                                                                                            
27 M. Chauveau, ‘Petesouchos fils de Panobchounis’ (2008), p. 38. 
28 N. Lewis, Greeks in Ptolemaic Egypt (1986), p. 141, p. 153-154. 
29 P.W. Pestman, ‘Agoranomoi et actes agoranomiques’, in P.W. Pestman (ed.), Textes et études de papyrologie grecque, 
démotique et copte (Pap. Lugd. Bat. XXIII), Leiden 1985, p. 9-10; K. Vandorpe, ‘A successful, but fragile biculturalism. 
The hellenization process in the Upper-Egyptian town of Pathyris under Ptolemy VI and VIII’, in A. Jördens and J.F. 
Quack (edd.), Ägypten zwischen innerem Zwist und äußerem Druck. Die Zeit Ptolemaios’ VI. bis VIII. (Philippika: 
Marburger Altertumskundliche Abhandlungen 45), Wiesbaden 2011, p. 292-308.  
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demotic). This was a hereditary title, linking its bearers to the privileged 
Greek military class. This does not seem to fit the Egyptian ethnicity of 
Peteharsemtheus’ family. Recent research30 has shown, however, that 
Egyptians entering the Ptolemaic army as soldiers serving for pay 
(misthophoroi) were usually enrolled as "Persians" (Vandorpe and 
Waebens, Reconstructing Pathyris’ Archives (2009), §4). They passed on 
their ethnic to their children who became either Persian soldiers or Persians 
of the Epigone (Persians of the reserve troop). These Persians Hellenized to 
a certain degree and from 136 B.C. onwards, they drew up most of their 
contracts in the Greek notarial office. However, they did not alter their 
Egyptian traditions, they simply continued them in the Greek language.31 

After 116 B.C., several Persian soldiers serving for pay were unemployed 
in Pathyris and were labelled ‘Persians of the Epigone’ in Greek texts, 
‘Greeks born in Egypt’ (among the children of the soldiers) in demotic 
documents. They constituted a kind of reserve troops from which soldiers 
serving for pay could be recruited for particular campaigns, for instance 
during the military operation in 96-95 B.C. (see the letters of 
Petesouchos).32 Some Persians of the Epigone, including most male 
members of Peteharsemtheus’ family, remained non-active soldiers their 
entire lives. Peteharsemtheus’ grandfather Totoes is only attested as a non-
active Persian of the Epigone, whereas Totoes’ brother Horos is an active 
soldier serving for pay (1), registered in the military camp at 
Krokodilopolis in the troops of Diodotos. Peteharsemtheus’ father 
Panebchounis was an active soldier serving for pay in 125-123 B.C. (10, 
12), who after 116 B.C. became a non-active Persian of the Epigone. 
Panebchounis’ four sons were almost all non-active Persians of the 
Epigone: Peteharsemtheus is only once described as a soldier in 97/96 B.C. 
(81) and only one of them, Petesouchos, is recruited for the campaign of 
96-95 B.C.33  

Several Persians (of the Epigone) made a living as businessmen or as 
‘herdsmen’. In Pathyris the profession of herdsman is usually followed by 
the title ‘servant of Harsemtheus’ (Vandorpe and Waebens, Reconstructing 
Pathyris’ Archives (2009), §4),34 indicating that these men were probably 
also in charge of sacred flocks. Peteharsemtheus is five times described as 
a ‘servant of Harsemtheus’ (86, 88, 89, 93, 113) and once as a ‘servant of 
Souchos and Hathor’ (68). He and his father Panebchounis paid taxes for 
their sheep (9, 26, 29, 31, 33-36, 105, 106). In addition, in the period 90-88 
B.C., Peteharsemtheus paid up to 144.000 drachmas to the temple for the 
lease of land called the ‘southern stable’ which could refer to pasture land 
(101, 108, 110). His brother Phagonis was also a herdsman who indeed 
owned cattle (P. Dryton 9 descr. and 49).35  

 

                                                                                                                                                            
30 K. Vandorpe, ‘Persian Soldiers and Persians of the Epigone’ (2008), p. 87-108. 
31 Ibid. 
32 M. Chauveau, ‘Petesouchos fils de Panobchounis’ (2008), p. 27-42. 
33 K. Vandorpe, ‘Persian Soldiers and Persians of the Epigone’ (2008), p. 96-97. 
34 P.W. Pestman, ‘Pétéharsemtheus’ (1965), p. 98, n. 312. 
35 K. Vandorpe, ‘Persian Soldiers and Persians of the Epigone’ (2008), p. 98-100. 
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FINANCIAL SITUATION AND PROPERTY SIZE OF 
PETEHARSEMTHEUS’ FAMILY 

 
The family of Peteharsemtheus was relatively prosperous. They maintained 
a comfortable life style when Peteharsemtheus was owner of the family 
archive.36 The first generations of the family, however, struggled with 
financial problems. Patous (I), the father of Totoes’ wife, left considerable 
debts after his death (23, 62). In fact, Panebchounis and Peteharsemtheus 
were only able to acquit the debt in 103 B.C., 25 years after the loan was 
made. Therefore Totoes had to conduct his business affairs with great care 
and prudence. On 8 January 136 B.C. Totoes borrowed, for instance, 
money from Pachois, son of Psentotoes, and Aelios (21, 27, 30). As a 
security for the loan, he “sold” temporarily a quarter of a plot to Pachois 
and a third to Aelios. According to the texts, Totoes did not succeed in 
repaying his debt while he was alive: Panebchounis repaid the debts of his 
deceased father in 106 B.C., some 30 years after the loan was made. 
Pachois and Peteneithis, son of the deceased Aelios, ceded their shares of 
the plot. Nevertheless, Totoes’ business strategies paid off afterwards and 
by 120 B.C. the family was able to purchase some land. His descendants 
continued to invest the family fortune into agricultural property.37 
Panebchounis, and particularly Peteharsemtheus, were successful 
businessmen, who succeeded in enlarging the family property. Graph 2 
shows that the family was most active during the years 115-88 B.C. 
Although in most loan contracts Peteharsemtheus and his family members 
were the debtors (15 out of 21), they were usually able to pay back their 
debts before the agreed date, within a year. In half the cases, they borrowed 
money from other (distant) family members (7 out of 15). The sale 
contracts confirm that the family invested a lot of the family fortune in the 
purchase of land. When unforeseen financial expenses occurred, they 
sometimes did not have enough cash and were obliged to borrow money.38 
The years 104-103 B.C. were, for instance, financially difficult.  

Families who were able to buy and to hold cattle had to be relatively 
wealthy and the family of Peteharsemtheus did own cattle (among others 
sheep). They also owned parts of houses, several plots of grain land, fields, 
vineyards, orchards and even other types of land, for which they paid taxes. 
Most family land consisted of grain fields. They also leased out their plots, 
although information about this family business activity is rather scanty.39 
Unlike the Greek Dryton, a cavalry officer (Vandorpe and Waebens, 
Reconstructing Pathyris’ Archives (2009), §36), they did not own slaves. 
Whereas Totoes and Panebchounis never lent money themselves, from c. 
100 B.C. onwards Peteharsemtheus could spare some money and grain to 
lend it to others, which confirms the increasing wealth of the last 
generation.  

                                                
36 M. Chauveau, L’ Égypte (1997), p. 221-222. 
37 P.W. Pestman, ‘Pétéharsemtheus’ (1965), p. 101-102; J.G. Manning, Land and Power in Ptolemaic Egypt: the 
Structure of Land Tenure, Cambridge 2003, p. 192. 
38 N. Lewis, Greeks in Ptolemaic Egypt (1986), p. 151. 
39 Ibid., p. 146-147. 
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The family property consisted of a patchwork of plots, each one of modest 
dimensions, which were all located in the plain around Pathyris. Only one 
plot was situated in the Latopolites (102). The contracts of lease, loan and 
sale give a general idea about the size of the family property. N. Lewis 
already pointed out the relatively modest dimensions of the plots bought or 
sold40: from 0,25 aroura (less than 700 m²) to 3,5 arouras (less than 1 ha.). 
Using two different calculating methods (one based on the number of 
arouras mentioned in the documents, the other on studying the prices of the 
plots), we tentatively estimate that the family property fluctuated around 35 
arouras or about 10 ha.41 

Text types Sale contracts (29 Greek, 10 demotic), loan contracts (14 Greek, 7 
demotic), marriage contracts (2 demotic), wills (4 Greek), lease contracts 
and receipts (6 demotic), letters (5 demotic, 2 Greek), temple oath on 
papyrus (1 demotic), receipts of measurement (4 demotic), tax receipts (3 
Greek, 22 demotic), declaration (1 demotic), agreement (1 demotic), 
archival notes (2 demotic); uncertain: marriage contract (1 demotic), 
receipt (1 demotic). 

Family tree 
(next page) 

Compare P.W. Pestman, ‘Pétéharsemtheus’ (1965), p. 57; S. Waebens, Het 
familiearchief van Peteharsemtheus (174 tot 88 v.Chr.). Een goudmijn uit 
Ptolemaeïsch Egypte, Leuven 2005 [unpublished dissertation], p. 81. 

 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                            
40 Ibid., p. 221. 
41 S. Waebens, Het familiearchief van Peteharsemtheus (174 tot 88 v.Chr.). Een goudmijn uit Ptolemaeïsch Egypte, 
Leuven 2005 [unpublished dissertation], p. 112-116. 
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Prosopo-
graphical 
addenda 

P.W. Pestman published a detailed prosopographical study of the family 
members of Peteharsemtheus in 1965.42 The persons who do not occur in 
Pestman’s work are discussed here. 
 
Petesouchos, son of Panebchounis (I) and Kobahetesis (pros. 503) 
Petesouchos was probably born about 130 B.C. and was like his brothers a 
Πέρσης th'" ejpigonh'" (54, 57, 63). He was bilingual, albeit illiterate, since 
five letters, two in Greek (87, 88) and three in demotic (83, 86, 91), were 
written in his name by professional scribes.43 Besides these letters, 
Petesouchos always acted together with Peteharsemtheus in the documents 
belonging to the family archive (49, 53-55, 57, 61-63, 65, 66 and P. Adler 
Dem. 9). He probably kept his texts in his own archive, which 
unfortunately has not come down to us. He is attested in the period 108-91 
B.C. At the latest by 94 B.C. (91), he was married to T3-wynn, who bore 
him several children. 
 
T3-wynn and children (pros. 504 and pros. 601) 
T3-wynn literally means “the Greek”. According to text 91, she was the 
wife of Petesouchos and bore him several children. The number or names 
of the children are unknown.  
 
Tbokanoupis, daughter of Kaies and Apollonia alias Senmouthis (pros. 
510) 
Tbokanoupis married Phagonis (II) on 16 March 95 B.C. The marriage 
contract does not belong to the archive of Peteharsemtheus, but to the 
archive of Tbokanoupis’ parents (and is therefore part of the archive of 
Dryton, Apollonia and their descendants, see Vandorpe and Waebens, 
Reconstructing Pathyris’ Archives (2009), §36). 
 
Pamenos, son of Patous (III) (pros. 512) 
Pamenos must have been a brother of Paous (II), because according to text 
50, he was a grandson of Phagonis. We only know him through three tax 
receipts dating to the period 109-107 B.C. (44, 47, 52).  
 
Tamenos and Tatous, daughters of Horos and Tareesis 
Tareesis (pros. 304) divorced her first husband Totoes shortly after the 
birth of their son Panebchounis (c. 163 B.C.). She then remarried his 
brother Horos, whom she bore another son, Paous (I), and two daughters, 
Tamenos and Tatous (55). According to this sale contract (55), Tamenos 
was married to Pachnoumis. One daughter, Siepmous, was born out of this 
marriage. 
 
Harpos, son of Pabys 
Why the marriage of Tareesis and her second husband Horos ended is 
unclear, but in 157 B.C. she remarried Harpos, son of Pabys, who was 
from the village of Gotnit in the Latopolites (115). Tareesis gave birth to 

                                                
42 P.W. Pestman, ‘Pétéharsemtheus’ (1965), p. 88-101; see also N. Lewis, Greeks in Ptolemaic Egypt (1986), p. 141-
151. 
43 M. Chauveau, ‘Petesouchos fils de Panobchounis’ (2008), p. 28 and p. 39. 
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two daughters, Taous and Sennesis (II) alias Tatous (54). Taous’ husband 
Psennesis alias Krouris, son of Horos, acted as their kyrios in this sale 
contract of 107 B.C. (54). Their half-niece Siepmous, daughter of 
Pachnoumis, is mentioned as seller, but the writer of the contract wrongly 
describes her as a sister of Taous and Sennesis (II).  
 
Panebchounis (II), son of Pelaias (II) and Nechouthis (pros. 602) 
According to text 91 of 94 B.C., Nechouthis bore Pelaias a son called 
Panebchounis. The marriage of his parents took place in 99 B.C. (72), so 
he must have been very young at that time, four or five years at the most. 
 
Daughter of Phagonis (II) and Tbokanoupis (pros. 603) 
Tbokanoupis bore Phagonis a daughter according to text 91. Her age is not 
mentioned in this letter dating of 7 January 94 B.C., but she was probably 
still a baby.  
 



  Page 18 
     
 
 

Sofie Waebens > k a t h o l i e k e  u n i v e r s i t e i t  l e u v e n  > 2011-11-10 
 

 
Archive texts The texts marked with an asterisk are not mentioned in the list of P.W. 

Pestman.44 The documents are divided into three groups according to the 
archive owners. The texts are presented chronologically within these 
groups: the undated documents are listed at the end. Names in italic refer 
to family members of Peteharsemtheus, underlined names to persons in 
whose archive we would expect the text in question. 

 
 
Papers of Totoes, son of Pelaias 

No Textref.  Party A Party B Type document Date  

1 P. Strasb. Dem.  
p. 21-22 no. 21 
+ SB I 5115  

Areios, son of 
Hermophilos alias 
Pelaias the youn-
ger, son of Phibis 

and Sennesis 

Totoes Sale contract (land) 
+ tax receipt 

25/6-
25/7/145+ 

15/7/145 

2 P. Grenf. II 17  
= Chrest. Mitt. 138 

Patous (II) Takmeis Loan contract  
(form of debt 

acknowledgement) 

1/2/136 

3 P. Grenf. II 16  
= Chrest. Mitt. 157 

Patous (II) Takmeis Loan contract 
(form of debt 

acknowledgement) 

5/11/136 

4 P. Grenf. II 18  Thoteus,  
son of Kollouthos 

Totoes and 
Takmeis 

Loan contract 
(money) 

21/10/127 

5 P. Strasb. Gr. II 83  Pates (II), Taelolous 
and Siepmous 

 Cession of division 7/4/114 

6 
 

P. Lond. III 
p. 9-10 no. 1203 

Totoes Panebchounis (I) Loan contract 
(money and wheat) 

15/3/113 

7 BGU III 994  Tathotis Taelolous and 
Peteharsemtheus 

Sale contract 
(purchase in trust  

+ tax receipt) 

26/8/113 
+14/9/113 
+27/6/111 

 
Papers of Panebchounis (I), son of Totoes 

No Textref.  Party A Party B Type document Date 

8 BGU VI 1434 Panebchounis (I) 
and Pates (II) 

 Tax receipt  
(harvest tax) 

16/7/131 

9 O. Wilcken II 1620  Panebchounis (I)  Tax receipt  
(pasture tax) 

24/8/129 

10 P. BM Glanville  
p. 46-47 no. 10500 

Kaies,  
son of Pamenos 

Panebchounis (I) Agreement 
between 

neighbours 

6/3/125 

11 SB VI 9553 (3)  Panebchounis (I)  Tax receipt  
(harvest tax) 

9/8/125 

12 P. Lond. III  
p. 6-8 no. 879  

Patous,  
son of Phagonis 

Panebchounis (I) 
and Kobahetesis 
alias Maithotis 

Sale contract (land) 3/11/123 
+ 

19/11/123 
13 P. Lond. VII 2191 Tathotis Kobahetesis Will (parachoresis) 27/11 + 
                                                
44 P.W. Pestman, ‘Pétéharsemtheus’ (1965), p. 58-72. 
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= JEA 55 (1969),  
p. 129-133 

30/11/116 

14 P. Strasb. Gr. II 82  Panebchounis (I)  Tax receipt  
of no. 15 

27/12/115 

15 P. Strasb. Gr. II 81 
= SB I 5229  

Tbokenouphis 
and Tathotis, 
daughters of 

Pates 

Panebchounis (I) Sale contract (land) 30/12/115 

16 P. Lond. III  
p. 8-9 no. 880 

Totoes Panebchounis (I), 
Pates (II), Taelolous 

and Siepmous 

Will (dosis) 15/3/113 

17 P. Strasb. Gr. II 85 
= SB I 5226  

Totoes Panebchounis (I), 
Pates (II), Taelolous 

and Siepmous 

Will (dosis),  
see no. 16 

15/3/113 

18 P. Lond. III 
p. 10-11 no. 1204 
= Chrest. Mitt. 152 

Taelolous 
and Siepmous 

Kobahetesis Sale contract 
(house)  

+ tax receipt 

26/12/113 
+ 

17/1/112 
19 P. Strasb. Gr. II 86 

= SB I 5227 
Tathotis Tatapes Sale contract (land) 

+ tax receipt 
30/8/111+ 

13/9/111 
20 Chrest. Mitt. 233  

= Philologus 63 
(1904), p. 498 = 
Pap. Primer(3) 37 

Panebchounis (I) Patous, son of 
Pelaias and 

Bokenoupis, son 
of Patous 

Sale contract 
(repayment loan or 
purchase in trust) 

13/9/111 
 

21* P. BM 10493 ined. Pachois,  
son of Psentotoes 

Panebchounis (I) Cession or sale 
contract 

6/6/109 or 
6/6/106 

22* SB XVIII 13846  
= YCS 28 (1985),  
p. 73-77  

Panebchounis (I) Pmois,  
son of 

Phentemmoutis 

Loan contract 
(receipt) 

6/1/107 

23 P. Lips. I 7  Panebchounis (I) 
and 

Peteharsemtheus 

Khairemon, son 
of Paniskos alias 
Herienoupis, son 

of Psemminis 

Loan contract 
(repayment loan) 

12/1/107 
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24 P. Strasb. Gr. II 87 Pates, son of 

Thotortaios 
Panebchounis (I) Sale contract 

(house)  
+ tax receipt 

24/2/107+ 
22/3/107 

25 O. Mattha 113 Panebchounis (I)  Tax receipt 
(apomoira) 

24/2/107 

26 O. Mattha 228 Panebchounis (I)  Tax receipt  
(pasture tax) 

25/2/106 

27* P. BM 10505A ined. Peteneithis,  
son of ?Aelios 

Panebchounis (I) Sale contract 
(cession) 

10/6/106 

28* MDAIK 21 (1966),  
p. 149 no. 12 

Panebchounis (I)  Tax receipt 
(apomoira) 

28/12/106 

29 O. Mattha 229 Panebchounis (I)  Tax receipt  
(pasture tax) 

25/4/105 

30* Dem. Conf. VII 
(Copenhagen 
1999), p. 243-244 
no. 6 descr. 

Panebchounis (I) Peteneithis,  
son of ?Aelios 

Loan contract 
(barley) 

22/8/104 

31* MDAIK 21 (1966),  
p. 150 no. 13 

Panebchounis (I)  Tax receipt  
(pasture tax) 

19/2/103 

32* MDAIK 21 (1966),  
p. 150 no. 14 

Panebchounis (I)  Tax receipt  
(harvest tax) 

19/2/103 

33 O. Mattha 230  Panebchounis (I)  Tax receipt  
(pasture tax) 

20/5/102 

34* MDAIK 21 (1966),  
p. 152 no. 17  

Panebchounis (I)  Tax receipt  
(pasture tax) 

15/2/101 

35 O. Mattha 231 Panebchounis (I)  Tax receipt  
(pasture tax) 

17/2/100 

36* MDAIK 21 (1966),  
p. 151 no. 15-16 

Panebchounis (I)  Tax receipt  
(pasture tax) 

13/8-
11/9/100 

37 P. Lond. III 
p. 15-16 no. 1206  

Panebchounis (I) Peteharsemtheus, 
son of Pakoibis 

Sale contract (land) 16/6/99 

38* P. Köln Gr. I 50 Panebchounis (I) Peteharsemtheus, 
son of Pakoibis 

Sale contract (land) 16/6/99 

39* Pantalacci (ed.), La 
lettre d’archive, p. 
38-39 [P. BL 665 
Ro] descr. 

 
Pates (II) 

 
Panebchounis (I)  

 
Letter (private) 

 
112-88  

 
Papers of Peteharsemtheus, son of Panebchounis (I) 

No Textref.  Party A Party B Type document Date  

40 P. Strasb. Gr. II 84 
= SB I 5228 

Takmeis and 
Siepmous 

Peteharsemtheus Sale contract (land) 
+ tax receipt 

3/9/114+ 
11/9/114 

41* P. Strasb. Dem.  
p. 22-24 no. 7 = 
RecTrav 33 (1911), 
p. 152 + SB I 5116  

Horos, son of 
Thotortaios and 

Relu 

Leon, son of Leon 
alias Pmois, son of 

Phentenmout 

Sale contract (land) 
+ tax receipt 

18/5-
15/6/111 

42* EVO 7 (1984),  
p. 41 

Tathotis  Tax receipt 
(enkuklion) 

22/1/110 
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43* MDAIK 21 (1966),  
p. 145 no. 6 

Panebchounis (I) Written by 
Peteharsemtheus 

Private note 20/9/110-
18/9/109 

44* MDAIK 21 (1966),  
p. 145 no. 5 

Pamenos  Tax receipt 
(apomoira) 

18/08/109 

45* Enchoria 19-20 
(1992/93), p. 86  
n. 20 descr. 

Tathotis  Measurement 
receipt  

(harvest tax) 

19/9/109-
18/9/108 

46* P. BM 10506B ined. [Peteharsemtheus] Patseous,  
son of Pates 

Loan contract 
(wine) 

19/9/109-
18/9/108 

or 
19/9/106-
18/9/105 

47* MDAIK 21 (1966),  
p. 147 no. 7  

Pamenos  Tax receipt 
(apomoira) 

19/9/109-
18/9/108 

48* Enchoria 19-20 
(1992/93), p. 74  
no. 25 

Peteharsemtheus  Measurement 
receipt  

(harvest tax)  
+ list (Vo) 

19/9/109-
18/9/108 

49 P. Lond. III  
p. 11-12 no. 881 = 
Chrest. Mitt. 153 + 
RecTrav 31 (1909), 
p. 102 = Pap. Lugd. 
Bat. XIX, p. 22 

Pmois, son of 
Thotortaios 

Kobahetesis and 
her four sons 

Sale contract (land) 
+ tax receipt 

10/3/108 

50* SB XX 14371 Peteharsemtheus 
and ?Tathotis 

 Tax receipt 
(prostimon) 

24/6/108 

51* MDAIK 21 (1966),  
p. 148 no. 10 

Peteharsemtheus  Tax receipt 
(apomoira) 

5/1/107 

52* MDAIK 21 (1966),  
p. 148 no. 11  

Pamenos  Tax receipt 
(apomoira) 

 

5/2/107 

53* JEA 72 (1986),  
p. 172 descr. 

Peteharsemtheus 
and his 3 brothers 

Peteharsemtheus, 
son of Phibis 

Lease contract 
 

11/9/107 -
10/9/104 

54 P. Grenf. II 23a  
= Sel. Pap. I 27  

Taous, Sennesis 
alias Tatous (d. of 

Harpos) and 
Siepmous (d. of 
Pachnoumis and 

Tamenos) 

Peteharsemtheus 
and his 3 brothers 

Sale contract (land) 15/11/107 

55* FuB 8 (1967), p. 75 
[BM 10521] descr.  

Tamenos and 
Tatous (d. of 
Horos) and 

Siepmous (d. of 
Pachnoumis and 

Tamenos) 

Peteharsemtheus 
and his 3 brothers 

Sale contract (land) 
 

3/3/106 

56 New Pap. Primer 
10 = P. Grenf. II 24 
= P. Flor. VII p. 223 
no. 69 (Vo) 

Peteharsemtheus Psemmenches, 
son of Nechoutes 

Loan contract 
(wine) 

1/2/105 

57 P. Strasb. Gr. II 88 Siepmous, Peteharsemtheus Sale contract (land) 10/5/105 
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+ ZPE 150 (2004),  
p. 216 

daughter of 
Pachnoumis 

and his 3 brothers 

58 P. Grenf. II 31  Khairemon,  
son of Paniskos 

Paous (I) Loan contract 
(money) 

20/4/104 

59 P. Strasb. Dem.  
p. 26-27 no. 9  
= P. Ackerpacht-
verträge p. 49-50  
= RecTrav 33 
(1911), p. 149-150 

Senpelaia Harsiesis,  
son of Herieus 

Lease contract 2/9/104 

60 P. Lips. I 1 Peteharsemtheus Sennesis (III) Sale contract 
(purchase in trust) 

5/9/104 

61 P. Grenf. II 25 Nechthanoupis, 
son of Patseous 

Peteharsemtheus 
and his 3 brothers 

Sale contract 
(exchange of land) 

11/9/103 

62 P. Grenf. II 26 Horos (III) Peteharsemtheus 
and his 3 brothers 

Loan contract 
(receipt) 

10/12/103 

63 P. Grenf. II 27 Peteharsemtheus, 
son of 

Nechouthes 

Peteharsemtheus 
and Petesouchos 

Loan contract 
(renewal: money) 

 

10/12/103 

64 P. Grenf. II 28  Sennesis (III) Peteharsemtheus Sale contract 
(cession of 

purchase in trust) 
 

11/12/103 

65 P. Grenf. II 29 Paeris,  
son of Pasemis 

Peteharsemtheus 
and his 3 brothers 

Loan contract 
(wheat and barley) 

28/11/102 

66 P. Grenf. II 30  Peteharsemtheus 
and his 3 brothers 

Peteharsemtheus, 
son of Almaphis 

Loan contract 
(money) 

10/12/102 

67 BGU VI 1260  Nechthanoupis, 
son of Patseous 

and his sons 

Peteharsemtheus Sale contract 
(cession of 

purchase in trust) 

19/2/101 

68* P. BM 10492 ined.  Peteharsemtheus Harsiesis,  
son of ?Shebty 

Loan contract 
(wine) 

22/2/101 

69* P. Lond. III 
p. 13-14 no. 882  
= Chrest. Mitt. 154 

Thamounis, 
daughter of 

Patous 

Peteharsemtheus, 
son of Nechoutes 

Sale contract (land) 
+ tax receipt 

27/3/101+ 
15/4/101 

70 P. Grenf. II 32  Peteharsemtheus Hetpesouchos, 
son of 

Nechthanoupis 
and his brothers 

Sale contract 
(purchase in trust + 

receipt) 

1/5/101  
+ 

11/9/101 

71* SB XX 14393  
= Chron. d’Ég. 64 
(1989), p. 241  
 

Peteharsemtheus Hetpesouchos, 
son of 

Nechthanoupis 
and his brothers  

Sale contract 
(purchase in trust?) 

21/9/100 

72 P. Strasb. Dem.  
p. 27-29 no. 43 =  
P. Eheverträge 45 

Pelaias (II) Nechouthis Marriage contract 1/3/99 

73 P. Lond. III 
p. 15 no. 1205 

Peteharsemtheus Phagonis (II) Loan contract 
(wheat) 

22/4/99 

74* Dem. Conf. VII 
(Copenhagen 

Peteharsemtheus Pelaias Loan contract 
(wheat) 

1/6/99 
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1999), p. 45 descr. 

75 P. Strasb. Gr. II 89  Peteharsemtheus, 
son of Pakoibis 

Peteharsemtheus Sale contract (land) 7/8/99 

76 P. Lips. I 2 
= Hengstl, GP 42 

Titos, daughter of 
Patous 

Peteharsemtheus Sale contract 
(purchase in trust) 

7/10/99 

77 P. Strasb. Gr. II 90 Thotortaios,  
son of Pates 

Peteharsemtheus Sale contract 
(house) 

17/11/99 

78* P. Köln Gr. I 51  
= New Pap. Primer 
11 

Pelaias,  
son of Psenthotes 

Peteharsemtheus Sale contract 
(house) 

20/11/99 

79 P. Lond. III 
p. 16-17 no. 1207 

Galates,  
son of Pelaias 

Peteharsemtheus Sale contract (land) 30/11/99 

80 P. Lond. III 
p. 19 no. 1208 

Patous,  
son of Pelaias 

Takoibis, daugh-
ter of Patous 

Sale contract (land) 17/2/97 

81* Jerusalem Studies,  
p. 62 n. 37 [BM 
10497] descr.  

Nechouthes, son 
of Hetpesouchos 

Peteharsemtheus 
and Pates (II) 

Lease contract 
(sublease of temple 

land) 

16/9/97-
15/9/96 

82* Fs. 150 Berlin,  
p. 296 n. o [10533]  

?Patis, son of 
Nechouthes and 

Senpelaia 

Peteharsemtheus Sale contract 
(cession of land) 

14/10/96 

83* ZÄS 132 (2005),  
p. 2 no. 1 

Petesouchos Peteharsemtheus 
and Phagonis (II) 

Letter (private) ?29/10/96 

84* P. BM 10495 ined. Peteharsemtheus 
 

?Patis, son of 
Nechouthes and 

Senpelaia 

Sale contract  
(cession of land) 
Copy or draft of 

no. 82 

19/9/96-
18/9/95 

85* Enchoria 7 (1977),  
p. 52-53 

Peteharsemtheus Psenanoupis, son 
of Ammonios 

Loan contract 
(wheat) + receipt 

24/1/95 + 
25/5/95 

86* Dem. Conf. VII 
(Copenhagen 
1999), p. 50 no. P. 
Claude 2 

 
Petesouchos 

 
Peteharsemtheus 
and Phagonis (II) 

 
Letter (private) 

 
1/4-

30/8/95 

87 P. Grenf. II 36  
= Witkowski, 
Epistulae 64 = Sel. 
Pap. I 103 

Petesouchos Peteharsemtheus Letter (private) 21/5/95 

88 P. Lips. I 104  
= Witkowski, 
Epistulae 63 

Petesouchos Peteharsemtheus 
and Phagonis (II) 

Letter (private) ?30/6/95 

89* P. BM 10505B ined. Peteharsemtheus 
and Psennesis 

Patous, son of 
Pelaias and 
Takoibis,  

d. of Patous 

Sale contract 
(cession, epilusis) 

21/10/95 

90* P. BM 10502 + 
10503 ined. 

Peteharsemtheus Sensouchos,  
d. of Thotsutem 
and Senobastis 

Marriage contract 
(invalid) 

21/11/95 

91* Pantalacci (ed.), La 
lettre d’archive, p. 
34-35 [P. BM 
10498] descr.  

Petesouchos Peteharsemtheus 
and Phagonis (II) 

Letter (private) 7/1/94 
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92 Tempeleide 174 Peteharsemtheus 
and Phagonis (II)  

S-n-mbj, daughter 
of G’j 

Temple oath 24/6/94 

93 P. Strasb. Dem. p. 
30-32 no. 44 = 
RecTrav 31 (1909), 
p. 98-99 

Peteharsemtheus Tasouchos, 
daughter of 

Petenophris and 
Tinuthis 

Loan contract 
(wheat) + sale 

contract (purchase 
in trust) 

8/7/94 

94* MDAIK 21 (1966),  
p. 154 no. 21 

Peteharsemtheus 
and Horos,  
son of Pates 

 Measurement 
receipt  

(harvest tax) 

16/9/94-
14/9/93 

95 O. Wångstedt 41 Peteharsemtheus  Tax receipt  
(harvest tax) 

?16/9/94-
14/9/93 

96* MDAIK 21 (1966),  
p. 152-153 no. 18-
19 

Peteharsemtheus  Measurement 
receipt (harvest 
tax) + receipt 

25/7/93 

97* MDAIK 21 (1966),  
p. 153 no. 20 

Peteharsemtheus  Tax receipt  
(harvest tax) 

29/7/93 

98* MDAIK 21 (1966),  
p. 154-155 no. 22 

Peteharsemtheus 
and [?] 

 Tax receipt 15/9/93-
14/9/92 

99 O. Wångstedt 42 Peteharsemtheus  Tax receipt  
(harvest tax) 

11/8-
9/9/91 

100* Dem. Conf. VII 
(Copenhagen 
1999), p. 246 no. 
18 descr. 

Pekysis, son of 
Panebchounis 

Peteharsemtheus Loan contract 
(tkm) + receipt 

15/9/91-
14/9/90 

101* MDAIK 21 (1966),  
p. 155 no. 23 

Peteharsemtheus  Lease contract 4/3/90 

 
102* 

Dem. Conf. VII 
(Copenhagen 
1999), p. 46 no. P. 
Amiens 5 descr. 

 
Psenenoupis,  

son of Ammonios 

 
Peteharsemtheus 

Sale contract 
(cession of 

purchase in trust)  
+ receipt payment 

of loan 

12/5/90 

103* Dem. Conf. VII 
(Copenhagen 
1999), p. 232 
[10501] & p. 244 
no. 7 descr. 

Peteharsemtheus Pekysis, son of 
Panebchounis 

Loan contract (oil) 4/1/90  
or  

4/1/89 

104 P. Lond. III p. 20-21 
no. 1209 + Pap. 
Lugd. Bat. XXIII, p. 
40 no. 112, pl. 2-3 

Nechouthes,  
son of 

Peteharsemtheus 

Peteharsemtheus Sale contract (land) 2/8/89 

105 O. Wångstedt 36 Petehar[semtheus]  Tax receipt  
(pasture tax) 

8/11/89 

106 O. Wångstedt 35 Peteharsemtheus  Tax receipt  
(pasture tax) 

13/12/89-
11/1/88 

107 P. Lond. III  
p. 21-22 no. 883 

Peteharsemtheus, 
son of Almaphis 

 

Peteharsemtheus Sale contract (land) 2/1/88 

108* OrSu 12 (1963),  
p. 48 no. 6 

Peteharsemtheus  Lease receipt 14/2/88 

109* Depauw, The Psenenoupis Peteharsemtheus Letter (business) ?14/2/88 
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Demotic letter, p. 30 
[P. BM 10499] 
descr. 

110* Enchoria 19-20 
(1992/93), p. 61 no. 
12 

Peteharsemtheus  Lease receipt 22/3/88 

111* Dem. Conf. VII 
(Copenhagen 
1999), p. 48 no. P. 
Claude 3 [Ro] 
descr. 

 
Horos,  

son of Pates 

 
Peteharsemtheus 

Declaration (Ro) 
and account (Vo) 

 
150-88 

112 P. Strasb. Gr. II 88 
(p. 24) = ZPE 150 
(2004), p. 215 

Peteharsemtheus  Archival note 150-88 

113* Dem. Conf. VII 
(Copenhagen 
1999), p. 234 & 236 
no. 1a descr. 

Nechthanoupis, 
son of Patseous 
and Senamounis 

Peteharsemtheus Sale contract 
(cession: deed of 

payment) 
 

101-88 

 
Uncertain texts 

No Textref.  Party A Party B Type document Date 

114* MDAIK 21 (1966),  
p. 144 no. 4 

Horos and 
?Psenatoumis,  

son of Harsiesis 

 Tax receipt 26/9/174 

115* Dem. Conf. VII 
(Copenhagen 
1999), p. 231 n. 6 
[10510] & p. 246 
no. 3 descr. 

Tareesis Harpos,  
son of Pabys 

Marriage contract 15/1/157 

 
Related text 

Textref.  Party A Party B Type document Date 

O. Tempeleide 95 Pates, son of 
Petearsnouphis 

Peteharsemtheus Varia  
(temple oath) 

?2/5/91 

  


