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Description The archive of Aurelius Sakaon, son of Satabous, was found during excavations in Batn el-
Harit (Theadelpheia) (compare the archive of Heroninos, ArchID 103). Part of the archive 
entered the Egyptian Museum in Cairo in spring 1903 under inventory numbers 58993-
59049; these papyri were published by Jouguet in 1911 in P. Thead. Another part arrived at 
the antiquities market with the result that about one fourth of the archive is now dispersed 
among the collections of the John Rylands Library in Manchester, the Bibliotheca Medicea 
Laurenziana in Florence and the Bibliothèque Nationale in Strasbourg. All documents in the 
archive were collected in 1978 and republished by G.M. Parássoglou as P. Sakaon. 

The archive dates to the late third and first half of the fourth century (AD 254-343). The 
main bulk falls in the first decades of the fourth century. This is a crucial period for our 
understanding of the history of the village of Theadelpheia, as by the mid fourth century, 
this village had almost disappeared (cf. infra). The archive of Sakaon is the most important 
group of texts for this last phase of the history of Theadelpheia. 

The archive is named after the main figure in the texts, Sakaon (Zakaon, Sakaos), son of 
Satabous and Thermoutarion. He was born in the second half of the third century, perhaps 
about 265, though the information about his age in his archive is contradictory:1 he states in 
the land declaration 1, dating to 310, that he is 45 years old, whereas in 64 of 307, he is 

                                                
1 Cf. Boyaval 1990, p. 321-322. 
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about 50, and in 72 of 327 he is 58. Even more remarkable is that in 65 of September 328 he 
is 62 years old, whereas one month later in 66 Sakaon declares that he is 58. 

The archive contains at least 76 texts, but Sakaon occurs in texts from other archives as well: 
the archive of Flavius Abinnaeus, praefectus alae of the camp at Dionysias,2 and that of the 
sheep lessees of Theadelpheia. The archive not only contains documents relating to Sakaon 
himself, but also to several of his family members. They pertain to his own generation (his 
brothers and brothers-in-law), and to that of his children. Bagnall has reconstructed the 
family of Sakaon (cf. App. 1) and provided commentary on each family member, as this was 
absent in Parássoglou’s edition.3 1 is crucial for our understanding of the family 
relationships. In this census declaration of 310, Sakaon states that 9 persons belong to his 
household. First, Sakaon’s older brothers Paesis (appearing in 1, 4, 5, 8, 10, 15, 49, 58) and 
Aunes (appearing in 1, 5, 8, 9, 10, 19, 31 and 49), perhaps identical with Flavius Aunes, 
member of the troops of Salvitius stationed in Narmouthis, writing a contract for his 
colleague in 328 (62). Sakaon’s other brother Allion/Leious (appearing in 1, 4, 5, 7, 10, 19, 
49, 51, 65) does not belong to his household, but the latter’s son Ammonios does. Paesis 
was 10 years older than Sakaon and Aunes 3 years (1), though their ages may be not entirely 
exact. Second, his sons Aeil and Heron. Finally, Sakaon also names his brother-in-law 
Keletes, the latter’s son Sarmates, and the son of another brother-in-law in his census 
declaration. 

 Sakaon was married twice. He had at least one child, Taeus, with his first wife (38, 5), 
whose name remains unknown and who died before 312. It is likely though not certain that 
his other children all belonged to his second wife Kamoution, who styles herself as a 
resident of the Gymnasium quarter of the metropolis (3, 3) and who was Sakaon’s niece. If 
Aeil and Paulos, both born around 294 (1, 8; 51, 25), were Sakaon’s children by Kamoution, 
the marriage should probably be placed around 290. 

The archive of Sakaon also allows to reconstruct almost the entire population of 
Theadelpheia around 312.4 Many were connected one way or another to the family of 
Sakaon. One family is that of the descendants of Sotikei. A descendant of Sotikei was Kaet, 
husband of Artemis, and father of Sakaon’s second wife Kamoution and of Keletes, who 
was living in Sakaon’s household by 310 (1, 12). Keletes’ son Sarmates was also living in 
Sakaon’s household by that time. In 312, he was Kamoution’s choice for a husband for 
Taeus, Sakaon’s daughter out of his first marriage (38). However, Taeus had married Zoilos, 
son of Melas. Sakaon on the other hand wanted to end this marriage, as he claimed that he 
did not receive any dowry and the case ended up in a law suit. A judgement board consisting 
of a tribune and a few soldiers, decided that Melas had to give a certain amount of money. 
Even then, Sakaon refused and Melas applied to the prefect, saying that Kamoution intended 
to marry the woman to her own cousin Sarmates. The praeses appended his decision at the 
bottom of the document and perhaps sent the document to Sakaon who kept the petition in 
his archive. A second family related to Sakaon was the family of Herakleides, brother of his 

                                                
2 P. Abinn. 80 Vo (= 54) is part of the archive of Abinnaeus, and not of Sakaon, since it belongs to the collection of 
Geneva and the bulk of texts from the Abinnaeus archive also belong to this collection. 
3 Bagnall 1982, p. 35-57. 
4 Cf. Bagnall 1982, p. 35-57. 
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first wife. Herakleides hismelf was dead by 312 (5, 40). His sons and grandsons appear as 
village liturgists in the archive (cf. infra). 

Sakaon and his brothers owned land in Theadelpheia (cf. e.g. 4) and a lot of documents 
relate to agriculture or lease of land. Their father Satabous was dead by 297, when his heirs 
paid taxes on behalf of his wife Thermoutarion (11, 9-10). Together with his three brothers, 
all living, Sakaon held the family property in 312. They pay total wheat taxes of 76 artabas 
(5), which equals minimum holdings of 46 ¼ arouras if all this was royal land.5 He was both 
lessor and lessee at various times of both land and livestock (cf. 67-73). In many texts, 
Sakaon appears as a shepherd (ποιµήν). In 306, he leases 62 sheep and 59 goats (71); in 342, 
he is owner of 82 sheep (46-47). The land is mainly situated in Theadelpheia.6 

 Though Sakaon was certainly not an owner of a large estate, typical of the Byzantine 
period,7 he was one of the most important and rich persons in his village, performing various 
village liturgies (cf. App. 2),8 despite his illiteracy (cf. e.g. 1, 19). He may be compared with 
another rich villager of the Fayum village Karanis, Aurelius Isidoros (ArchID 34), who 
occupied about the same functions around the same period, i.e. the first half of the fourth 
century (cf. P. Cairo Isid.). In 303/304, when he was about 40 years old, Sakaon was village 
head or komarches (13), but he might have started a public career much earlier. In 308/309, 
314/315 and again in 317/318, 320/321 and 326/327 he is granary directors (sitologos) (16, 
19, 20, 25, 57). In 311/312 (18) and 323/324 and 324/325 he is komarches again (22, 23, 24, 
51). Sakaon also occurs as surety for the loan of 64 artabas of wheat and 12 artabas of barley 
borrowed from the state by some villagers, including Sakaon (49). 

Several of Sakaon’s family members also performed village liturgies (cf. App. 2). His 
brother Paesis was komarches in 299, and his son Paulos was nominated as sitologos or tax 
gatherer (apaitetes) in 323/324 (51), while his other son Pennis was komarches in 325/326 
and in this capacity selected Sakaon’s third son Antoninus as successor for the next year 
(52). Pennis was also komarches in 327/328 (25) and probably the same man is referred to 
as komarches and apaitetes in 29 and 27. Sakaon’s fourth son Aeil was also sitologos in 313 
(6) and in 319-320 (21). Sakaon’s nephew Ammonios was sitologos in 320 (7, 3) and 
nominated as sitologos or apaitetes in 324 (51). His brother-in-law Keletes, finally, was 
sitologos in 314/315. 

The family of Sakaon’s first wife is attested several times as sitologoi and komarchai. His 
cousin Melas at his first wife’s side was komarches together with Paesis in 299 (58). Melas 
was also sitologos in 309 (16), while his brother had performed this liturgy in 302 (87). 
Melas’ son Zoilos was sitologos in 312 (38) and in 320 (7) and komarches in 326 (52), 
nominating his brother Kounias as successor (52). He is attested as deacon in 343 (48). 
Melas’ other son Aoug was sitologos in 313 (6) and 314/315 (9), komarches along with 
Sakaon in 324 (23, 3; 51, 3) and sitologos again in 336 (10, 3, 19). Melas’ last son Syrion 
was nominated sitologos or apaitetes in 324 (51, 23). 

                                                
5 Bagnall 1982, p. 39. According to 4, 7 and 14, Sakaon and his brother Allion owned royal as well as private land. 
6 Sakaon also owned at least 30 arouras of land in the village of Boubastos (cf. 68). 
7 D. Rathbone, Economic Rationalism and Rural Society in Third-Century AD Egypt, Cambridge, 1991, p. 407-408. 
8 Cf. also P. Thead., 1911, p. 32-34. 
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The archive of Sakaon is a mixed private and official archive; it contains both private 
documents, such as census declarations (1-3), a land register (4), petitions (36-48) and 
contracts of lease, loan and sale (59-73), in which Sakaon and his family occur as buyers and 
sellers, as creditors and as debitors and as lessors and lessees, and documents that Sakaon 
and his family received or wrote in their capacity of tax collector or komarches, such as 
reports of sitologoi (5-7), accounts (8-10) and official correspondence (50-53, 55-57),9 
including nominations of sitologoi, apaitetai and komarchai, a report of death, and an 
extract from a breviarium of dyke works. Some contracts bear a docket on the back (63, 64, 
72). Among the large group of receipts (11-29, 74), some are addressed to Sakaon or one of 
his family members as private persons paying taxes (11, 12), and some are submitted by tax 
officials (epimeletai, hypodektai/apodektai), acknowledging payment of taxes by Sakaon or 
his sons in their capacity of komarches (13, 16, 18, 22, 23, 24, 29), sitologos (19, 20, 25) or 
apaitetes (27). 58, an engagement for labor of one Aurelius Venaphris, is probably also kept 
in the archive because Sakaon’s brother Paesis is acting as komarches in this case. 

The petitions (36-48) are addressed to the praefectus, praeses, district administrator 
(praepositus pagi) or police magistrate (eirenarches); one petition from Sakaon is addressed 
to Flavius Abinnaeus, the praefectus alae of the camp in Dionysias, whose archive has also 
been preserved (47 = P. Abinn. 44).10 The petition is probably a copy of the original petition 
sent by Sakaon. Other petitions are either also copies of petitions sent by Sakaon or his 
relatives, or - like 36, 38, 40 and 41 - extracts from official rolls (cf. κόλλ(ηµα) at the end of 
each petition) with a copy of the decision of the official in question appended. A large part 
of the petitions relate to robbing of and invading on property of the family, either land or 
flock. Some petitions witness to the deserted position of the village in these years;11 indeed 
the village was abandoned before the end of the fourth century. Bagnall showed that the 
adult male population of Theadelpheia had not changed much in the first decades of the 
fourth century, but that it underwent some fluctuation with the agricultural situation in any 
given year, combined with a decline of the population of youths and boys, with practical 
desertion of the village in a really bad year.12 In 44, the villagers of Theadelpheia acting 
through Heron, Sakaon and Kanaoug claim that they are left alone in Theadelpheia and pay 
taxes for 500 arouras and 25 men. The lawyer’s speech in 35 relates to the same complaint 
about blocking the water supply and blames the water-thievery of Narmouthis, Hermopolis 
and Theoxenis for the problem. Petitions indeed often relate to proceedings from a law court 
(31-35) in one way or another. 42, a petition of Arion and two other villagers (including 
Sakaon) from Theadelpheia to the praeses, appealing to a previous decision whereby the 
inspectors of dykes and the praepositus pagi were ordered to find out the facts about the 
water supply, very likely relates to the court proceedings in 33. In 33, three villagers through 
Arion accuse the inhabitants of Andromachis of interfering with and blocking the canal on 
which Theadelpheia depends. The praeses orders the inspectors of dykes and the 
praepositus pagi to take necessary steps in case they find the place blocked up. The petition 
36 precedes the court proceedings in 31 and relate to Artemis, mother of Sakaon’s second 

                                                
9 It is unclear why 75 is kept in the archive. 
10 On the same topic and at the same day Sakaon addressed an almost identical petition to the praepositus pagi (46). 
11 Bagnall 1982, p. 56-57. 
12 Bagnall 1982, p. 57. 
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wife and his aunt. She recurs in the petition 37. 

Archive texts 1-46, 48-53, 55-75; P. Abinn. 44 (= 47); P. Turner 44; not belonging to the archive stricto 
sensu: P. Abinn. 80 Vo (= 54); 76-98. 

Text types Private: census declarations, a land register, petitions, contracts of lease, loan and sale; 
public: reports of sitologoi, accounts, nominations of sitologoi, apaitetai and komarchai, a 
report of death, an extract from a breviarium of dyke works = incoming, outgoing and 
internal documents. 

Appendices App. 1. Stemma of Sakaon’s family (after BAGNALL 1982) 

                                                                             Paesis       x       Heros 

 

                         Thermoutharion       x     Satabous                             Artemis    x   Kaet 

 

                                                                              Kanis    Kaet       Herodes                                             Keletes 

 

Herakleides    ?   x(1)  Sakaon     x(2)  Kamoution           Aunes         Paesis      Thyne   x Allion             Sarmates 

                                                                                   Euporas   Hermias               Ammonios 

Sarapion Melas 

 

Kounias  Syrion  Aoug  Zoilos  x  Taeus  Aeil  Pennis  Antoninus  Paulos 

 

                                 Horion    Pasis    Gerontios                                Paulos 

 

App. 2. Village liturgies performed by Sakaon and his family 
Year 

 

Liturgy Person Text 

299 komarches Paesis, brother of Sakaon 58 
299 komarches Melas, nephew of Sakaon 58 
ca. 302 sitologos Sarapion, nephew of Sakaon 87 
303/304 komarches Sakaon 13 
308/309 sitologos Melas, nephew of Sakaon 16 
308/309 sitologos Sakaon 16 
312 komarches Sakaon 18 
312/313 komarches Alypios, nephew of Kamoution 5 
312 sitologos Zoilos, son of Melas 38 
313/314 sitologos Aoug, son of Melas 6 
313/314 sitologos Aeil, son of Sakaon 6 
314/315 sitologos Sakaon 19 
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314/315 sitologos Keletes, brother of Kamoution 9 
314/315 sitologos Aoug, son of Melas 9 
317/318 sitologos Sakaon 20 
319/320 sitologos Aeil, son of Sakaon 21 
320 sitologos Ammonios, nephew of Sakaon 7 
320 sitologos Zoilos, son of Melas 7, 21 
320/321 sitologos Sakaon 57 
323/324 komarches Sakaon 22, 51 
323/324 komarches Aoug, son of Melas 23, 51 
323/324 sitologos or apaitetes Paulos, son of Sakaon 51 
323/324 sitologos or apaitetes Ammonios, nephew of Sakaon 51 
323/324 sitologos or apaitetes Syrion, son of Melas 51 
324/325 komarches Sakaon 23, 24 
325/326 komarches Pennis, son of Sakaon 52 
325/326 komarches Zoilos, son of Melas 52 
326/327 komarches Antoninus, son of Sakaon 52 
326/327 komarches Kounias, son of Melas 52 
326/327 sitologos Sakaon 25 
327/328 komarches Pennis, son of Sakaon? 25 
336 sitologos Zoilos, son of Melas CPR VI 5 
336 sitologos Aoug, son of Melas 10 
n.d. komarches Pennis, son of Sakaon? 29 
n.d. apaitetes Pennis, son of Sakaon? 27 

 

 


