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Archive of Teos and Stairbint alias Thabis

Place
Date

Language
Material

Number of texts
Type

Collections
Find/Acquisition

Thebes
327/6 until 306 (?) BC
Demotic
Papyrus
13
Title deeds and professional papers
Brussels, Musées Royaux d’Art et d’Histoire
Acquisition 1972

Bibliography M. DEPAUW, The Archive of Teos and Thabis from Early Ptolemaic Thebes (P.Brux.dem.
inv. E. 8252-8256) (Monographies Reine Élisabeth 8), Turnhout – Bruxelles, 2000.

Description In 1972 the Musées Royaux d’Art et d’Histoire in Brussels acquired three packets of Demotic
papyri wrapped in cloth, probably formerly the contents of a jar. After unwrapping the larger
bundle was discovered to consist of three large papyrus rolls, more than 3m each (1-3),
whereas the two smaller bundles contained, respectively, four and five small documents (4-
12). One of the pieces of cloth protecting the papyri also bore a text which may relate to the
archive but could also be due to former use (13).

The three major documents (1-3) are immaculately preserved sale contracts of a house in an
area called ‘The House of the Cow’ in the northern quarter of Thebes. They are dated to
327/326, 313, and 311 BC, when the house was in perfect state, in ruins, and being
reconstructed respectively. Two of the contracts (1 & 3) are so-called witness-copy contracts,
in which some of the witnesses copy out the entire text of the agreement on the recto. An
autograph subscription is present in 2 & 3.

In a concatenation of transactions concerning one and the same house, one would expect the
purchaser of the previous contract to be the vendor of the ensuing one. Here, however, the
woman Taïbis, who sells the house in 2, probably owned it as part of the legacy of her
husband Thotroisis (the purchaser in 1), and for this reason she needed the consent of her son
Horos, the ultimate beneficiary, to sell it to his halfbrother Phibis. When the house changes
owners in 3, the vendor of 2 Taïbis and her son Horos again confirm their agreement. With
this third sale contract 3, the house comes into possession of Statirtbint alias Thabis. This
woman also pays the transfer taxes on this purchase to the temple and the state, as is
demonstrated by the receipts 4 and 5, both dated 311 BC.

The remaining smaller documents all concern the choachyte Teos. Most are connected with
his payment of funerary taxes: the receipt 6 and probably the exemption 7 deal with the
imposition on entering a mummy in the necropolis, whereas the receipts 8-9  and the
exemption 10 pertain to the construction and ‘delivery’ of tombs. Two papyri are probably
related to a conflict of Teos with the woman Taous: the letter 11 and the ensuing cession after
judgement 12. It is uncertain whether the dates of these more informal texts refer to
Alexander IV or Ptolemy I, but in the former option, which is perhaps more likely, the oldest
one would be 315 BC, the youngest 306 BC.

The papers related to the purchase of a house by the woman Statirtbint or Thabis and the
professional papers of the choachyte Teos were kept together because the two were married.
This is proven both by references to their daughter Eschonsis in the Pechutes archive and by
their marriage settlement, P. Libbey of year 3 of pharaoh Chababash (338 BC?). Since this
document was in the possession of Edward D. Libbey in September 1906, it was not found
together with the archive under study here, and is therefore no part of it. A clause at the end
of the contract suggests that it was in the possession of Teos’s business partner *Aw-axy and
was part of the archive of Teianteus.
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together with the archive under study here, and is therefore no part of it. A clause at the end
of the contract suggests that it was in the possession of Teos’s business partner *Aw-axy and
was part of the archive of Teianteus.

The choachyte Teos is the father of  Iw=f-aw who owns the house in 282 and 241 BC, which
strongly suggests a terminus ante quem for the former’s death. The rarity of the patronymic
furthermore suggests that Teos son of Ioufaw acted as a witness in 301 BC, which would
provide us with a terminus post quem. After the death of Teos and Thabis their archive was
probably transferred to a relative, who put it away for safekeeping. Candidates are Teos’
brother Parates, who appears in 10; a daughter (?) of Teos called Herisenes possibly
mentioned in 2bis, a piece of papyrus wrapped around 2; or perhaps most likely their son
Ioufaw, the later owner of the house who may well be referred to in 13, one of the strips of
linen wrapped around the archive.

Appendices Fig.1: Chronological spread of documents in the archive, according to type.
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