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Place 
Date 

Language 
Material 

Number of texts 
Type 

Collections 
 

 
Find/Acquisition 

 

 
Arsinoites (Fayum), meris of Themistos, Theadelpheia 
Second century AD 
Greek 
Papyrus 
35 certain, 58 uncertain 
Official archive 
Berlin, Ägyptisches Museum; New York, Columbia University; also in ?Cairo, Egyptian Museum; Ghent, 
University; Giessen, Universitätsbibliothek; Groningen, University Library; ?Heidelberg, Private collection 
Preisigke; Paris, Sorbonne, Institut de Papyrologie; Strasbourg, Bibliothèque Nationale 
Probably found by sebbakh diggers in Batn el-Harit (Theadelpheia) most likely before 1908, but certainly 
before 1911 
 

  
Bibliography O. MONTEVECCHI, La papirologia, Milano, 19882, p. 254 no. 42. 

J. FRANCE, Theadelpheia and Euhemeria, unpubl. diss. Leuven, 1999, p. 143-153. 

Description Among the numerous papyri from second century Fayum are a number of documents from 
the archive of an administration office at Theadelpheia. The papyri, which were probably 
found by sebbakh diggers in the ruins of an administrative building, got dispersed over a 
group of dealers. The bulk of the texts belong to the collections of Columbia and Berlin, and 
are published in P. Col. V and BGU IX. A set of seven papyrus rolls in the Berlin collection 
(inv. numbers 11650-11656, 11669) were bought by W. Schubart in 1912 from an Arab 
dealer. BGU IX 1900 (inv. 11642) was acquired in 1912/13 through an exchange with the 
British Museum, and does probably not belong to the archive. The unpublished P. Berlin 
inv. 11657, 11658, 11660 and 11670 were purchased in Gizeh, but found in Batn el-Harit 
(ancient Theadelpheia). In 1923, Columbia University bought ten papyri belonging to six 
different papyrus rolls (rectos published as P. Col. II in 1932; versos as P. Col. V in 1956) 
through the British Museum consortium. This packet of rolls is marked as containing papyri 
from Batn el-Harit. It was not a recent find: eight papyri were offered to the British Museum 
with three others already in 1911-1912, but not bought. The connection between the 
Columbia papyri and those in Berlin is not only from date and provenance: a Columbia 
papyrus could be joined to P. Berlin inv. 11652. They are part of a ‘pasted roll’ or tomos 
synkollesimos, the recto of which contains 74 receipts addressed to the bank of Arsinoe at 
the beginning of AD 155 (see below). Except for P. Col. II 1 Ro (4) and P. Berl. Frisk. 1 (P. 
Berlin inv. 11652 Ro), this tomos synkollesimos also contains two other papyri in the Berlin 
collection (BGU XIII 2270-2271) as well as fragments in the collections of Groningen (SB 
XVI 13060) and Graux, Paris (P. Graux 30). The verso of the tomos was reused to inscribe a 
list dealing with an agricultural consortium (pittakion), which is still largely unpublished: 
the verso of the Columbia fragment is published in P. Col. V 1 Vo (4), the verso of the 
Sorbonne fragment in P. Graux IV 31. Other links exist between the Berlin and Columbia 
collections: BGU IX 1894 and P. Col. V 1 Vo (1 a) are the same type of document, and are 
clearly written in the same hand. 
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It has been suggested that the archival documents were kept by the village scribe of 
Theadelpheia or were part of the state archives in that village, but as suggested by H. 
KORTENBEUTEL (BGU IX, 1937, p. vi), the documents were rather kept in the record office 
of the district head (toparches) of Theadelpheia, which functioned as the capital of the 
toparchy in the second century AD: the archive indeed contains tax lists from sitologoi and 
praktores argyrikon, who are both subordinates of the toparches, and the heading of BGU 
IX 1894 has ‘toparchy account of receipts’ (τοπαρχικὸς <λόγος> ληµµάτων).  

The archive consists of two groups (FRANCE 1999, p. 144): 

• older texts from about AD 125-140, the rectos of which have been reused for the archive 
of the toparch: these older texts originate either from the administrative milieu outside or 
in Theadelpheia. Among the texts of ‘foreign’ origin we find a ‘pasted roll’ (tomos 
synkollesimos) from the bank of Arsinoe’ (ArchID 370). 

• the archive ‘stricto sensu’ of the toparch and his administration, from about AD 155-180, 
often written on the verso of the just mentioned second-hand paper. The most famous 
piece is the Gnomon of the Idios Logos (BGU V 1210), although it is not sure whether it 
was compiled in the toparch’s office at Theadelpheia; the Gnomon contains a set of rules 
by Augustus, revised afterwards. 

 
Text 

 

Verso (more recent texts, constituting 
the archive stricto sensu) 

Recto (older texts, reused in 
Theadelpheia) 

P. Col. V 1 Vo (1 a) 
(AD 159-160) 

Balances of tax collections in money (cf. 
BGU IX 1894) 

P. Col. II 1 Ro (1 a): Report of 
payments collected by the 
praktores argyrikon 
(Theadelpheia) 

P. Col. V 1 Vo (1 
b) 
(ca. AD 160) 

List of taxes owed by metropolites P. Col. II 1 Ro (1 b): Report of 
payments collected by the 
praktores argyrikon 
(Theadelpheia) 

P. Col. V 1 Vo (2) 
(ca. AD 160) 

Seed loans of wheat and barley; the 
entries consist of names in non-
alphabetical order, dates and amounts of 
wheat and barley 

P. Col. II 1 Ro (2): Bank 
statement of receipt of poll tax 
and distributed taxes 
(Theadelpheia) 

P. Col. V 1 Vo (3) 
(AD 155) 

3 unrelated documents: 
- list of tax payments in money (names 

taxpayers in alphabetical order) 
- list of persons who had paid some 

taxes in full (non-alphabetical order) 
- list of tax arrears (names taxpayers in 

non-alphabetical order) 

P. Col. II 1 Ro (3): Bank 
statement of receipts of poll tax 
and distributed taxes 
(Theadelpheia) 

P. Col. V 1 Vo (4) 
+ P. Berl. Frisk. 1 
Vo + BGU XIII 
2270 Vo + P. Gron. 
inv. 71 Vo + P. 
Graux. IV 31 
(ca. AD 161-180) 

Pittakion list with tax payments in kind P. Col. II 1 Ro (4) + P. Berl. 
Frisk. 1 + BGU XIII 2270-2271 
+ SB XVI 13060 + P. Graux. III 
30: tomos synkollesimos with 
receipts addressed to the bank 
(Arsinoe, ArchID 370) 

P. Col. V 1 Vo (5) 
(new edition: ZPE 

Abstracts of leases of government 
properties  

P. Col. II 1 Ro (5): List of 
donkey drivers with the number 
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153 (2005), p. 141-
146) 
(ca. AD 153-162) 

of donkeys supplied by each 
man for transport of tax grain 
(Euhemeria) 

P. Col. V 1 Vo (6) 
(ca. AD 160-161) 

- List of money taxes with names and 
amounts; also loan account and 
names of individuals credited with 
payments of various charges out of 
the proceeds of loans 

- Sitologos account with list of names 
and amounts of wheat, barley and 
lentils 

P. Col. II 1 Ro (6): List of 
taxpayers (in rough alphabetical 
order); payments in wheat, 
barley and lentils 

BGU V 1210 (inv. 
11650) 
(after AD 149) 

Gnomon of the Idios logos BGU IX 1893: kat’ andra report 
by sitologoi (Berenikis Aigalou) 

BGU IX 1896 + 
1897 + 1897 a (inv. 
11651) 
(after AD 166) 

- 1896: List of (former?) owners of 
vineyards and orchards with size of 
cultivated areas and taxes imposed 
on them (cf. P. Berlin inv. 11670; 
BGU IX 1899) 

- 1897: Alphabetical list of all persons 
subject to ‘oktadrachmia spondes 
Dionysiou’ and dodekadrachmos tax 

- 1897 a: List of arrears to be paid by 
landowners for ναύβιον κατοίκων 
καὶ ἐναφεσίων 

blank 

P. Berlin inv. 11653 unpublished unpublished 
P. Berlin inv. 11654 unpublished unpublished 
BGU IX 1894 + 
1895 (inv. 11655 + 
11656) 
(AD 158-159) 

- 1894: Balances of tax collections in 
money for the toparchia with 
references to kat’ andra lists (cf. P. 
Col. V 1 Vo (1 a)) 

- 1895: 
*col. 1: kat’ andra list of wheat? 
*col. 2: rear payments on confiscated 
land 
*col. 3: only mentions ousiai 
*col. 4: 11 persons 
*col. 5: τινῶν οὐσιακῶν κλήρου 
κατοικικοῦ 

BGU IX 1891 + 1892 (133 
AD): kat’ andra list of payers of 
various taxes by the praktores 
argyrikon 

P. Berlin inv. 11657 unpublished  unpublished 
P. Berlin inv. 11658 unpublished unpublished 
P. Berlin inv. 11660 unpublished unpublished 
BGU IX 1899 
(inv. 11669) 
(shortly before or 
after AD 165/166) 

List of owners of vineyards and garden 
land and information on the size of the 
land and the taxes imposed on them (cf. 
P. Berlin inv. 11670, BGU IX 1896) 

BGU IX 1898: List of persons 
(in alphabetical order) paying an 
unspecified tax (127/128 or 
148/149) 

P. Berlin inv. 11670 unpublished unpublished 
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To the papyri in P. Col. V and BGU IX may be added some documents of similar type in the 
Berlin collection, published in P. Berl. Leihg. The majority of the texts with inv. numbers 
11530-11562 (among which 4 texts from the archive (ArchID 112) of Isidoros the village 
scribe (komogrammateus) of Lagis and Trikomia (inv. 11530, 11534, 11539 Ro+Vo)) 
derives from Theadelpheia and was bought by Zucker in 1909. The following texts may be 
included: 
Text (order by 
inv. number) 

 

Verso (texts belonging to the 
archive stricto sensu) 

Recto (partly older texts, partly 
texts belonging to the archive stricto 
sensu) 

P. Berl. Leihg. II 
41 (inv. 11535) 
 

List of liturgical officers or candidates, 
of donkey owners and of vineyards 
(ca. AD 150-160) 

Two kat' oikian apographai (AD 
147) 

P. Berl. Leihg. I 
1 (inv. 11537) 
 

Monthly reports of sitologoi of 
Theadelpheia (continuation) (AD 165) 

Monthly reports of sitologoi of 
Theadelpheia 

P. Berl. Leihg. I 
11 (inv. 11538) 
 

Blank (AD 168) Beginning of a monthly report of 
sitologoi of Theadelpheia 

P. Berl. Leihg. I 
17 (inv. 11540) 
 

Copy of census declaration (Arsinoe, 
AD 161) 
 

P. Berl. Leihg. I 3: List of revenues 
of sitologoi of Theadelpheia (cf. P. 
Berl. Leihg. I 4 Vo) 

P. Berl. Leihg. I 
2 (inv. 11541) 
 

Extracts (from a day book?) 
concerning payments (after AD 168) 

Report of payment to the 
ktenotrophoi (AD 168) 

P. Berl. Leihg. I 
5 (inv. 11542) 
 

blank Report of komogrammateus 
(beginning of an entire roll) (AD 
158-159) 

P. Berl. Leihg. I 
6 (inv. 11543) 
 

blank List of village-officials (AD 166-167) 
 

P. Berl. Leihg. II 
39 (inv. 11544) 
 

List of donkey owners, an account and 
a list of candidates for liturgical 
offices (ca. AD 160-180) 

Private account (AD 160) 

P. Berl. Leihg. I 
4 (inv. 11545) 
 

Kat’ andra list of sitologoi of 
Theadelpheia (AD 165) 

Monthly report by sitologoi 

P. Berl. Leihg. I 
25 (inv. 11546) 
 

blank Receipt of sitologoi (AD 165) 

P. Berl. Leihg. II 
27 (inv. 11548) 
 

blank Receipt for loan of seed corn from 
the presbyteroi of Theadelpheia to 
the sitologoi of the same village (AD 
167) 

P. Berl. Leihg. II 
44 (inv. 11549) 
 

blank Appointment of representatives of 
farmers of public land (AD 157-158) 

P. Berl. Leihg. II 
31 (inv. 11550) 

P. Berl. Leihg. II 32-33 (pasted 
together and written prior to recto): 
List of land according to crops (AD 

Land register 
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 164-165) + land register 
P. Berl. Leihg. I 
14 (inv. 11555) 
 

Report of episkepsis of land (AD 138-
180) 
 

P. Berl. Leihg. I 13: Land register 
from Theadelpheia (AD 117-138) 

P. Berl. Leihg. I 
22 (inv. 11557) 
 

blank Beginning of contract of lease from 
pittakiarches (AD 155) 

P. Berl. Leihg. II 
45 (inv. 11558) 
 

blank Candidates for liturgical office of 
sitologos (model) (ca. AD 164-165) 

P. Berl. Leihg. II 
26 (inv. 11559) 
 

blank Order by strategos to sitologoi to 
furnish seed corn (AD 167) 

P. Berl. Leihg. II 
38 (inv. 11561) 
 

List of transfers of money to the bank 
and a list of payments due on palm-
groves and vineyards (ca. AD 150) 

P. Berl. Leihg. II 37: text from 
Herakleia (AD 142-143) 
 

P. Berl. Leihg. II 
36 (inv. 11562) 
 

List of tax arreas for private properties 
(AD 169-170?) 
 

P. Berl. Leihg. II 35: List of private 
vineyards and palm-groves (AD 141) 

 

The following documents may belong to the archive, though their inventory numbers rather 
contradict this: P. Berl. Leihg. I 16 a-e (inv. 11659; AD 161; BACPS 27 (2010), 2, p. 17-21 
no. 2 is a duplicate of 16 b, SB XVIII 13289 of 16 c) a ‘pasted roll’ or tomos synkollesimos 
of five census returns from Theadelpheia (ArchID 549), and P. Berl. Leihg. II 30 (inv. 
11617; AD 100-199), a register of royal land in Theadelpheia and Euhemeria,  

Some papyri in the Sorbonne (Graux) and Groningen may also belong to the archive, as 
fragments of the tomos synkollesimos of bank receipts with pittakion list on the back, are 
dispersed over these collections. P. Gron. 4, a list of tax payments dated to the second 
century AD, probably derives from Theadelpheia (cf. H. KORTENBEUTEL, BGU IX, 1937, p. 
11). P. Graux inv. 2009 (notice that the inventory numbers of this text and those of P. Graux 
III 30 and IV 31 [inv. 2007-2008] immediately follow one another) consists of five 
fragments, which once belonged to three rolls. The recto contains tax lists drawn up by the 
collectors of money taxes (praktores argyrikon) in AD 131 and 133, resembling BGU IX 
1891-1892 and P. Col. V 1 Ro (1 a-b). The verso is a detailed list of people (kat’ andra list) 
written by the granary directors (sitologoi) in AD 158-159 (see Pap. Congr. XVIII (Athens 
1986) 2 p. 49-53). 

According to J. FRANCE (‘Three papyri from Theadelpheia in Gent’, ZPE 123 (1998), p. 
135-144), the university of Ghent may possess some papyri of the archive. He published 
three texts (SB XXIV 16329-16331) from a group of 43 papyri of the Roman period, 
purchased in Egypt by F. Cumont in 1908. They all come from Theadelpheia. The kat’ 
andra list SB XXIV 16329 (AD 165) contains some data parallel to P. Berl. Leihg. I 4 Vo, 
but presented in a slightly different manner. SB XXIV 16331 (ca. AD 165), a list of members 
of two pittakia, has close relations with P. Berl. Leihg. I 4 Vo and 6 and the pittakion list 
written on the verso of the tomos synkollesimos discussed above. Also the other texts of this 
group of papyri purchased by Cumont, of which only a few have been published (SB III 
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6951 Vo col. 2-3, 7197-7200, 7264; SB XVI 12520-12522, 12680), may come as well from 
the office in Theadelpheia. 

Finally, the collection of Strasbourg contains some 24 papyri, which may be part of the 
archive. It is possible, but far less certain that also some papyri from Jena, Manchester 
(Rylands Library), Princeton, Oslo and Florence belong to the same archive. 

Most documents relate to taxes. They are not official reports, but rather work sheets of tax 
collectors or abstracts from official documents. Others are copied from one or more drafts of 
sheets of papyrus which had possibly been composed in situ, by some official doing a 
survey of taxable persons and land, or were compiled on the basis of documents composed 
earlier. Some names and amounts were removed from the lists later on.  

Archive texts BGU IX 1895 + 1894, 1897 + 1896 + 1897 a, 1899; BGU IX, p. v [11653 Vo] descr., p. v 
[11654 Vo] descr., p. vi [11657] descr., p. vi [11658] descr., p. vi [11660] descr., p. vi 
[11670] descr.; P. Berl. Leihg. I 1, 2 Vo, 3, 4 Vo [a-b], 5, 6, 11, 14, 17, 22, 25, 26, 27; P. 
Berl. Leihg. II 31, 36, 38, 39 Vo, 41, 44, 45; P. Col. V 1 Vo (1 a), 1 Vo (1 b), 1 Vo (2), 1 Vo 
(3), 1 Vo (4) + P. Graux IV 31 + BGU XIII 2270 Vo descr. + P. Graux III p. 3 [P. Gron. 71 
Vo] descr.; P. Col. V 1 Vo (6); ZPE 153 (2005), p. 141-146; uncertain: BACPS 27 (2010), 2, 
p. 17-21 no. 2; BGU V 1210; P. Berl. Leihg. I 16 a, 16 b, 16 c, 16 d, 16 e; P. Berl. Leihg. II 
30, 40, 46; P. Gron. 4; P. Iand. IV 56 Ro, 58; P. Iand. VII 137 Vo; P. Princ. III 127, 128; P. 
Ryl. Gr. II 378 Ro descr.; P. Strasb. Gr. I 55; P. Strasb. Gr. IV 218; P. Strasb. Gr. VI 511, 
551, 552; P. Strasb. Gr. VII 632 Ro; P. Strasb. Gr. VIII 788, 789, 790, 791 A; P. Strasb. Gr. 
IX 807, 828, 829, 830, 846 Vo, 847, 848, 852, 867, 874, 891 Ro, 891 Vo, 892 Ro, 892 Vo; 
Pap. Congr. XVIII (Athens 1986) 2 p. 49-53; SB III 6951 Vo col. 2-3, l. 28-78, 7197-7200, 
7264; SB XVI 12520-12522, 12680; SB XVIII 13289; SB XXIV 16329-16331; ZPE 123 
(1998), p. 135-141 no. 1 Vo descr.; erroneously attributed to the archive: BGU IX 1900. 

Text types Tax lists and other lists, reports, accounts and abstracts of official documents = incoming, 
outgoing and internal documents. 

 
 


