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Place 
Date 

Language 
Material 

Number of texts 
Type 

Collections 
 

Find/Acquisition 
 

 
Arsinoites (Fayum), meris of Herakleides, Karanis 
AD 144-159 
Greek 
Papyrus 
148 certain, 1 uncertain 
Official archive 
Aberdeen, King's College; Berlin, Ägyptisches Museum; Chicago, Private collection Goodspeed; New 
Wilmington, Westminster College 
Acquired about 1887 (Aberdeen text), before 1895 (Berlin papyri) and between 1897 and 1902 (Chicago and 
Westminster papyri) 
 

  
Bibliography P. VIERECK, ‘Quittungen aus dem Dorfe Karanis über Lieferung von Saatkorn’, Hermes 30 

(1895), p. 107-123. 

Description About 150 receipts by the heads of the granary (sitologoi) of Karanis deal with seed grain 
advanced to farmers of crown land at the rate of one artaba/aroura. The land is usually 
identified by a numbered cleruchy. The overwhelming majority of these small texts dates 
from the 22nd year of Antoninus Pius (AD 158/159), a few are from the years immediately 
preceding. P. Kar. Goodspeed 46 dates from 151/152; BGU I 201 and P. Got. 2 from 
153/154, BGU I 202 from 154/155, BGU I 171, III 701 and XIII 2268 from 156/157. The 
reading of the date in P. Cairo Goodsp. 17 (year 8?, i.e. 144/145) is highly doubtful.  

With few exceptions the texts are divided over three collections: the private collection of 
Goodspeed, now in Chicago (P. Kar. Goodspeed), that of Cairo (P. Cairo Goodspeed) and 
that of Berlin. The Berlin texts were published randomly in different volumes, but most 
inventory numbers range between 6821 and 7313 (exceptions are 8454-8455, 8667, 21490, 
25117). In 1953 Pearl published five similar receipts dated in year 23 of an unknown 
emperor, which he identifies with Caracalla (SB VI 9432 a-f); if year 23 is attributed to 
Antoninus Pius, the texts would be from 159/160, the year following our group. But as the 
Michigan texts were found in the American excavations, it is difficult to see how they could 
be part of the same archive. 

The Berlin papyri were acquired before 1895, date of the publication of BGU I. In 1897 
Goodspeed acquired 91 papyri, which came ‘from the house ruins of a single site’ (Univ. of 
Chicago Studies in Classical Philology 3, Chicago, 1902, p. 1). A third group of eight papyri 
(P. Cairo Goodspeed 16-24) was donated to the Museum of Westminster College, 
Pennsylvania before 1902 by J.R. Alexander. The papyri in Chicago and in Pennsylvania 
were bought from the same dealer in Assiut (sic). GOODSPEED (p. 3) notes that most receipts 
purchased by him ‘were rolled together in packets’ and that in one case ‘the pieces had been 
held together by a string running through the center of each one, as though for filing, and a 
bit of brown thread still held 12 of them insecurely together’. He even gave the precise order 
in which the twelve items, all dated in year 22, were kept: P. Kar. Goodspeed 72, 25, 40, 47, 
10, 53, 82, 70, 77, 45, 18, 39. Unlike Goodspeed’s publication, the archival order was not by 
cleruchy.  
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The receipts usually contain the date (with the name of the emperor), the cleruchy number 
(between 2 and 94), the identification of the farmer, the type of land, the village and the 
number of arouras. The fields for which seed grain is distributed are situated in Karanis and 
some surrounding villages, wich belong to the jurisdiction of the sitologoi of Karanis 
(Kerkesoucha, Patsontis, Philopator, Psenharpsenesis, Ptolemais Nea). Some are explicitly 
addressed to the sitologoi of Karanis with the full epistolary formula including χαίρειν, and 
the formula ἔσχ(ον) προσφώ(νησιν) χειρογραφ(ήσας), others are abbreviated: some only 
omit χαίρειν after σιτολόγοις Καρανίδος, others leave out the header and the verb and start 
with σπερµάτων ‘for seed grain’.1 In the first group the beginning of the texts (up to the 
imperial year) is written in one hand (half of them by the same person, the so-called ‘official 
hand’), the rest in different hands.  

Archive texts BGU I 31, 104-105, 107, 108 (+ Chrest. Wilck. 227), 152, 160, 167, 169-172, 201-211, 262-
263, 278-280, 284-285, 294, 331; BGU II 438-443, 516-517, 626; BGU III 701, 720-721; 
BGU XIII 2266, 2268; P. Aberdeen 49; P. Alex. Giss. 2; P. Cairo Goodspeed 16-24; P. Kar. 
Goodspeed 1-91; SB XXVI 16568; uncertain: P. Got. 2. 

Text type Receipts for seed grain issued by the sitologoi of Karanis = outgoing documents. 

 

 

                                                
1 For the interpretation of this problematical sentence, which involves a royal oath, see E. Seidl, Der Eid im römisch-
ägyptischen Recht (Münchener Beiträge 17), München, 1933, p. 69-71, and E.G. Turner’s commentary to P. 
Aberdeen 49.  


