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The numbers in bold refer to BGU I-II. 

Description 90, 224-225, 410, 537 and P. Grenf. II 55, grouped by their respective editors, are all 
declarations (κατ' οἰκίαν ἀπογραφαί) for the provincial census of AD 159/160 by Hatres, son 
of Satabous, grandson of Panephremmis. All texts are written on papyri of similar 
dimensions and dated 28th July 161; all BGU texts (and probably also P. Grenf. II 55) are in 
the same hand.1 90 and 537 are addressed to the village scribe Krokos; 225 to the census 
officials (laographoi) of Soknopaiou Nesos; P. Grenf. II 55 to the royal scribe Timagenes; 
224 and 410 to the strategos Hierax. 

Since the census returns (apographai) do not bear a signature of the author nor a sign of 
official handling,2 they were most likely never submitted.3 The documents were either six 
nearly identical drafts of one and the same return,4 or more probably, copies of the original 
declarations.5 From the minor differences between these six returns, Calderini drew up a 
chronological sequence: 225 was written first, 224 was copied from 410 and 90 copied from 
537. P. Grenf. II 55 was written after 225 and before 90 and 224. 

On the basis of the census returns, one would expect that every taxpayer had to send a 
census return to each of the four aforementioned officials. It is still unclear why some 
apographai from the Arsinoites are addressed to each official separately and others to all 
officials together.6 

Hatres does not appear in other documents. At the moment of writing, he is 25 years old and 
lives in Soknopaiou Nesos together with his 13-year old wife Isarion and a certain 12-year 
old Tapetosiris, who might have been the first cousin of the declarant.7 Hatres does not 

                                                
1 Cf. the editor's note in BGU II 537. 
2 In the apographai from the Arsinoites, the formula διὸ ἐπιδίδωµι (appearing in all six returns) serves as a conclusion 
of the document and not as a signature. Cf. M. Hombert / C. Préaux, Recherches sur le récensement dans l'Égypte 
romaine (Pap. Lugd. Bat. 5), Leiden, 1952, p. 123-124. 
3 R.S. Bagnall / B.W. Frier, The Demography of Roman Egypt, Cambridge, 1994, p. 19. 
4 Hombert / Préaux 1952, p. 89 n. 5. 
5 Bagnall / Frier 1994, p. 240-241 (no. 159-Ar-13). 
6 Bagnall / Frier 1994, p. 21. 
7 Bagnall / Frier 1994, p. 240. 
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declare any property of his own, but he reports two houses for each of the women in his 
household. 

Archive texts BGU I 90, 224-225, II 410, 537; P. Grenf. II 55. 

Text type Census declarations = outgoing documents. 
 


