
 
 

The governor (strategos) of the Panopolites 
 
 

1 

 

  
The governor (strategos) of the Panopolites 

ArchID 328. Version 2 (2018) 
Karolien Geens 

 
Place 
Date 

Language 
Material 

 Number of texts 
Type 

Collections 
 

Find/Acquisition 
 
 

 
Panopolites 
End of second century AD 
Greek 
Papyrus 
5 
Official archive 
Paris, Bibliothèque Nationale; Paris, Sorbonne, Institut de Papyrologie (formerly Cairo, Private collection 
Bouriant) 
Acquired by Bouriant c. 1887 from ruins in Achmim; part entered the Bibliothèque Nationale through Maspero; 
part belonged initially to the private collection of Bouriant 
 

  
Bibliography U. WILCKEN, Archiv 8 (1927), p. 304-308. 

R.S. BAGNALL, ‘Public Administration and the Documentation of Roman Panopolis’, in A. 
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Town from Alexander the Great to the Arab Conquest. Acts from an International Symposium 
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(reproduced in R.S. BAGNALL, Hellenistic and Roman Egypt. Sources and Approaches 
(Collected Studies Series 864), Aldershot, 2006, article XIX, p. 1-14). 

Description C. 1887 P. Bouriant acquired a few papyri originating from the ruins in Achmim, which entered 
the Bibliothèque Nationale under the inventory numbers Fonds Copte 135 and Supplément grec 
1099 through the agency of Maspero.1 Wilcken2 distinguished two groups of texts in this 
collection:  

(1) Literary papyri from the 3rd and 4th centuries : fragments of Euripides [LDAB 0982] and 
Hesiodos [LDAB 1269], a school exercise of Homer [LDAB 2090] and epigrams of the 
Anthologia Palatina [LDAB 1998.208], reused in the 5th century for a codex cover (23 x 11 to 
13 cm).3  

(2) P. Achm. 6-9 containing on the recto administrative texts dating from the end of the 2nd 
century AD. Two centuries later, these papyri were cut into sheets of 25 x 17/18 cm and pasted 
together recto to recto so as to reuse the blank versos in a new codex containing Coptic biblical 
texts4 and at least one Greek homily [LDAB 3505].5 In addition, P. Bour. 41a & b, fragments 
bearing administrative texts (end of the 2nd century) on the recto and a Greek homily on the 
back (P. Bour. 3), were also bought by Bouriant and belong to the same find (formerly kept in 

                                                
1 Cf. P. Collart, P.Achmîm, introduction, p. 35. 
2 U. Wilcken, Sitzungsber. Kgl. Preus. Akad. 1887, p. 807-808. 
3 First published by U. Wilcken, Sitzungsber. Kgl. Preus. Akad. 1887, p. 807-808 and republished by P. Collart as P. 
Achm. 2-5. 
4 BN Copte A (part of the Exodus) [LDAB 107966] and B (part of the Sirach) [LDAB 108610], first published by U. 
Bouriant, Les Papyrus d'Akhmim, in MMFC II (1885), p. 243-304 and republished by M.P. Lacau, Textes Coptes en 
dialectes akhmimique et sahidique, in BIFAO 8 (1911), p. 43-109. 
5 P. Achm. 1. 
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Cairo, now in the Sorbonne, Institut de Papyrologie). As Wilcken argued there can be no doubt 
these texts originate from the same codex.6 The reuse is displayed here in tabular form.7  

  
Inventory number Recto  Reuse: Verso  

P. Bouriant 38 Ro [b] 
& 38 Vo [828] 

P. Bour. 41b  Land register  P. Bour. 3 (+ P. Achm. 
1) 

Greek homily 

BN, Suppl. grec 1099 
& Fonds Copte 135 

P. Achm. 6, col. I en 
II  

Land register P. Achm. 1 (+ P. Bour. 
3) 

Greek homily 
(continued) 

BN, Fonds Copte 135 P. Achm. 6, col. III  Land register BIFAO 8, p. 45 ff., A Coptic Exodus 

P. Bouriant 38 Ro [a] 
col. I & & 38 Vo 
[828] 

P. Bour. 41a, col. I  List of liturgists8 P. Bour. 3 (+ P. Achm. 
1) 

Greek homily 

BN, Suppl. grec 1099 
& Fonds Copte 135  

P. Achm. 7   List of liturgists P. Achm. 1 (+ P. Bour. 
3) 

Greek homily 
(continued) 

   BIFAO 8, p. 45 ff, B Coptic Sirach 

P. Bouriant 38 Ro [a] 
col. II-III & 38 Vo 
[828] 

P. Bour. 41a, col. II, 
III 

Letter  P. Bour. 3 (+ P. Achm. 
1) 

Greek homily 

BN, Suppl. grec 1099 
& Fonds Copte 135 

P. Achm. 8 Letter9 BIFAO 8, p. 45 ff., A Coptic Exodus 

  Letter10 BIFAO 8, p. 45 ff., B Coptic Sirach 

BN, Suppl. grec 1099 
& Fonds Copte 135 

P. Achm. 9 Tax list P. Achm. 1 (+ P. Bour. 
3)  

Greek homily  

  Tax list BIFAO 8, p. 45 ff., A Coptic Exodus 

Reuse of the archive of the governor of the Panopolites (Recto) in a late antique codex (Verso) 
 

The codex is often said to originate from the White Monastery in Achmim, though the 
manuscripts written on the reused papyrus are far older than the other documents from the 
White Monastery's library.11 In any case, some persons bought papyri from the administrative 
archives from Panopolis to fabricate a codex for liturgical use. According to Gascou,12 an atelier 
in late antique Panopolis made codices for documentary use or to copy christian texts by reusing 
old rolls of the municipial administration. The atelier kept to the Panopolitan standard of 18 x 
25 cm.  

 The (older) administrative documents are the following:  

*P. Achm. 6 + P. Bour. 41b [TM 20269] are fragments of a land register, a report of an 

                                                
6 Wilcken 1927, p. 304-305. 
7 This table is based on Bagnall 2002, p. 2. 
8 SB I 4636. 
9 M.Chr. 81. 
10 Cf. Wilcken 1927. 
11 Cf. T. Orlandi in Bagnall 2002, p. 2, n.6. 
12 J. Gascou, ‘Les codices documentaires égyptiens’, in A. Blanchard (ed.), Les débuts du codex (Bibliologia 9), 
Turnhout, 1989, p. 82-83. 



 
 

The governor (strategos) of the Panopolites 
 
 

3 

 

episkepsis with a topographical description of confiscated land in the Panopolites. These parcels 
originally belonged to Claudius Polybianus, before they were confiscated and leased out to 
several farmers.  
*P. Achm. 9 [TM 28326] is a fragmentary alphabetical list of payers of tax on land,13 calculated 
per aroura. Only the entries of the names beginning with Ι, Κ, Λ, Μ and Σ are preserved. 
*P. Achm. 7 + P. Bour. 41a, col. I [TM 20270] are part of a γραφὴ δηµοσίων, a list of police 
liturgists of several villages in the Panopolites, dated AD 196 - Thoth 197.14  
*P. Achm. 8 [TM 20271] and P. Bour. 41a, col. II-III [TM 17949] are copies of two letters from 
the procurator Augusti and deputy of the archiereus, Claudius Diognetos, to the strategos of the 
Panopolites Dionysios concerning religious matters. The first letter deals with the sale of two 
vacant priestly offices of stolistes. The tabularius of the archiereus announced to Claudius 
Diognetos that two Egyptian priests have applied for this liturgy and already paid 100 dr. and 
other sums to the oikonomos of the emperor. By this letter, the strategos of the Panopolites 
receives the order from Diognetos to sell the liturgy by auction. Copies of the applications of 
the priests are enclosed.15 The content and significance of the second letter is not clear, but it 
certainly deals with religious matters as well.  

 The fact that the above texts were reused in the same codex does not prove that they were part 
of the same public archive, although this is often the case (e.g. the codex with tax receipts from 
the family of Alopex, made of two rolls with official correspondence from the archive of 
Apollinarios, strategos of the Panopolites, AD 298 and 300, ArchID 229). The documents could 
have been bought in different offices. In Collart's opinion,16 they are likely to originate from the 
office of Diognetos in Alexandria, identified by P. Collart as a procurator usiacus. However, it 
its implausible that these papers would come from an Alexandrian archive, since they were 
found in Panopolis after being turned into a codex in the Panopolitan standard. They surely 
originate from an administrative milieu in Panopolis. 

In our view, all the above-mentioned texts originate from a single archive, i.e. the archive of the 
strategos of the Panopolites. They all concern administrative tasks of the head of a nome. We 
assume that the letters in P. Achm. 8 and P. Bour. 41a, col. II-III, addressed to the strategos, 
were copied on one sheet and then kept in his archive. In P. Achm. 6, there is no reference to 
Claudius Diognetos and since P. Achm. 6 + P. Bour. 41b bears no exact date, there is no 
evidence that Claudius Diognetos was procurator usiacus at the time of the episkepsis.17 Even if 
the episkepsis was managed by him, this does not imply that this document was kept in 
Diognetos' archive. The village secretary received the reports of the officers in charge of the 

                                                
13 Bagnall 2002, p. 10-12, suggests it to be a register of orchards and vineyards owned by metropolites throughout the 
nome. 
14 N. Lewis, ‘The γραφὴ δηµοσίων	of Roman Egypt’, Cd'E 45 (1970), p. 163-165 = N. Lewis, On Government and Law 
in Roman Egypt. Collected Papers of Naphtali Lewis (Americal Studies in Papyrology 33), Atlanta, Georgia, 1995, p. 
130-132.  
15 In this copy, the letters are not copied again. 
16 P. Bour., p. 129. 
17 Claudius Diognetos may have been procurator usiacus in AD 197, but certainly not in AD 202-204; cf. G.M. 
Parassoglou, Imperial Estates in Roman Egypt (American Studies in Papyrology 18), Amsterdam, p. 87-88. 
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episkepsis. Afterwards, he was required to present summaries of the areas under cultivation in 
his district to the royal scribe and the strategos.18 P. Achm. 7 + P. Bour. 41a, col. I, is a list made 
by various village secretaries, brought together in one document. According to Lewis,19 a copy 
of such lists was sent to the strategos and this or another copy was registered in the bibliotheke 
demosion. The tax list P. Achm. 9 may also have been part of the strategos' archive, although it 
could also be kept in the bibliotheke demosion.  

We cannot prove that P. Achm. 6-9 + P. Bour. 41a+b once belonged to the archive of the 
strategos the Panopolites at the end of the 2nd century, before they were reused as a codex, but 
there are fair reasons to believe they did. 

Archive texts P. Achm. 6 + P. Bour. 41b [TM 20269]; P. Achm. 7 + P. Bour. 41a, col. I [TM 20270]; P. 
Achm. 8 [TM 20271]; P. Achm. 9 [TM 28326]; P. Bour. 41a, col. II-III [TM 17949] 

Text types Incoming documents = administrative texts and correspondence 

 

                                                
18 S.L. Wallace, Taxation in Egypt from Augustus to Diocletian, Princeton, 1938, p. 7-9. 
19 See above, note 14. 


