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Platon-correspondence 
 

                 
                Place 

Date 
Language 
Material 

Number texts 
Type 

Collections 
 

Find/Acquisition 

  
 Pathyris 
88 B.C. 
Greek 
Papyri 
5 certain, 1 uncertain 
Official correspondence 
Heidelberg, Institut für Papyrologie; London, British Library; Sorbonne, Bouriant coll.; 
[uncertain text in Heidelberg, Institut für Papyrologie] 
Acquired on the antiquities market from 1891 onwards 
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Description This file from Pathyris consists of 6 papyri, of which one is uncertain. The 
texts turned up on the antiquities market as a result of illicit trade and were 
sold to different collections from 1891 onwards. The texts became mixed 
up with the Dryton group (see Vandorpe and Waebens, Reconstructing 
Pathyris’ Archives (2009), §21(1) and Collection G, H, Z and ?AA). 

The so-called Platon correspondence consists of official Greek letters sent 
by Platon, strategos of Thebaid1, whose headquarter was located at 
Latopolis (Esna). The letters are addressed either to Pathyris’ military 
leader Nechthyris,2 to the inhabitants or to the priests of Pathyris. The 
original letters are involved, because they all contain the address on the 
back. They date from March to November 88 B.C., when a revolt 

                                                
1 Pros. Ptol. I (VIII) 198 = Pros. Ptol. VIII 1978a (=?Pros. Ptol. VIII 347). 
2 Pros. Ptol. II (VIII) 2123 = Pros. Ptol. VIII 4588a = 4620a (=?Pros. Ptol. II 2144).  
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captivated the Thebaid (Vandorpe and Waebens, Reconstructing Pathyris’ 
Archives (2009), §4). The revolt began under Ptolemy X Alexander. When 
his brother Ptolemy IX Soter II returned to power and Alexander had fled, 
Soter II took action against the rebels. The letters from March are dated to 
the regnal year of Alexander I, the last letter of November to the regnal 
year of Soter II. Pathyris was loyal to the dynastic house, but was in danger 
to be besieged by rebels. Platon put courage into the inhabitants of Pathyris 
by his letters. His last letter of 1 November 88 B.C. holds the prospect of 
military aid under the direction of Hierax. 

The Platon correspondence is not a private correspondence and was most 
probably kept in the archive of Pathyris’ fortress or in another official 
archive of the town. Both temple and military camp were located on the 
small hill of the town (see Vandorpe and Waebens, Reconstructing 
Pathyris’ Archives (2009), §3). 

Platon may be identified with the Platon married to an Egyptian woman 
Tathotis and father of Platon the “younger”. Platon junior was strategos of 
several nomes in the region of Esna and Thebes and left behind some 
Greek letters concerning administrative affairs.3 One letter is addressed to 
the Elders of Pathyris on 27 November 88 B.C., unexpectedly without any 
reference to the revolt and dealing with a rather trivial affair, which may 
show that things had returned to normal.4 Platon junior complains about a 
soldier from Pathyris who has taken a donkey and her young from Elkab 
(Eileithuias polis)5 to his hometown; Platon wants the animals to be taken 
back to their rightful owner and therefore sends along with the letter a 
policeman: “Plato jr. to the elders of Pathyris, greetings. I have sent 
Harsiesis the swordbearer concerning the female donkey which was 
robbed by Psenapathes the epistates of the Eilithyiopolite nome and 
conveyed to you by Esthotes together with its foal. Please take care that it 
will be handed over to him together with its foal in order to restore it to its 
owner. Farewell, Year 30, Hathyr 15.” 

If the letter was found in Pathyris, it was not part of the above-mentioned 
Platon-correspondence, but may have been kept in the same archive, or in 
another official archive of town. Of this Platon junior a statue has been 
identified;6 according to the hieroglyphic text, he held several priestly 
functions at Latopolis, Hermonthis and Thebes. In a period of political 
instability it is not surprising that “les stratèges grecs devoir emprunter les 
voies du pouvoir théocratique pour rester maîtres d’une situation 
précaire”.7 

                                                                                                                                                            
3 On the two Platons, see L. Mooren and E. Van 't Dack, ‘Le stratège Platon et sa famille’, in Antiquité Classique 50 
(1981), p. 535-544. For the identification of Platon the father and Platon the son, see L. Coulon, ‘Platon’ (2001); A.-E. 
Veïsse, Les «révolutions égyptiennes» (2004), p. 102, p. 239. 
4 P. Ross. Georg. II 10 = SB III 7180; see O. Elkab, p. 19-20. 
5 O. Elkab, p. 19. 
6 L. Coulon, ‘Platon’ (2001). 
7 Ibid., p. 111. 
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Archive 

texts 
Text Language Date,  

88 B.C. 
Addressees and contents 

SB III 6300 = 
P. Lond. II 
465; Sel. Pap. 
II 417 

Greek 25 March 
(reign of 
Alexander 
I) 

Encouraging letter to the 
inhabitants of Pathyris, advising 
them to support Nechthyris 
who has been put in command.  

P. Bour. 10 = 
SB III 6643 

Greek 25 March 
(reign of 
Alexander 
I) 

Letter written on the same day 
as the previous one, but 
addressed to the military leader 
of the town, Nechthyris, advising 
the latter to guard over the area 
and to take action against rebels. 

P. Bour. 11 = 
SB III 6644 

Greek 30 March  
(reign of 
Alexander 
I) 

Letter to the military leader, 
Nechthyris, asking him to take 
care of the food supply of the 
local soldiers called Persians 
(Vandorpe and Waebens, 
Reconstructing Pathyris’ Archives 
(2009), §4).  

P. Bour. 12 = 
Chrest. 
Wilck. 12; 
Sel. Pap. II 
418; Hengstl, 
GP 16 

Greek 1 Nov.  
(reign of 
Soter II) 

Letter to the priests and the 
other inhabitants of Pathyris, 
announcing that king Soter II has 
arrived in Memphis and has sent 
his general Hierax with a large 
military force to subject the 
Thebaid. 

P. Baden II 16 Greek lost Fragmentary letter to the priests 
and the other inhabitants of 
Pathyris, praising and stimulating 
their loyalty. 

Uncertain text    
ZÄS 42 
(1905), p. 52-
53, cf. P. 
War of 
Scepters, p. 
148, no. 5 

Demotic 7 July 
(regnal 
year lost) 

Name of sender is lost, 
addressed to the first general of 
Egypt (Hierax?) and to general 
NN, son of Nechthyis. 
Sent from ?Thebes to Pathyris. 

 
Text types Greek letters. 

 


