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Archive of Psenenoupis, son of Horos 
 

 
Place 
Date 

Language 
Material 

Number texts 
Type 

Collections 
 

Find/Acquisition 

 
Pathyris 
127 – 101 B.C. 
Greek and demotic 
Papyri 

  3 certain, 1 uncertain 
Family archive (two generations) 
Berlin, Staatliche Museen; London, British Museum; Manchester, John Rylands Library; 
[uncertain text in London, British Museum and Manchester, John Rylands Library] 
Acquired on the antiquities market in 1898-1899 

  
Bibliography This description has been printed in K. Vandorpe and S. Waebens, 

Reconstructing Pathyris’ Archives. A Multicultural Community in 
Hellenistic Egypt (Collectanea Hellenistica 3), Brussels 2009, p. 197-199 
§52. 

A study of the archive has not yet been made. 

Description This small archive consists of four papyri. The texts from Pathyris turned 
up on the antiquities market as a result of illicit trade and were mostly sold 
to the John Rylands Collection in 1898-1899. They became mixed up with 
the larger Pelaias group (see Vandorpe and Waebens, Reconstructing 
Pathyris’ Archives (2009), §21(3) and Collection C and KK). 

Most papyri are associated with Psenenoupis, son of Horos, and his brother 
Psenthotes1, both isionomoi (BGU III 993 and P. Ryl. Dem. 18). On 9 
January 127 B.C., Psenthotes had a will drawn up, in which he divided his 
property between his daughter Tasemis and his wife Sennesis. Psenthotes 
left his daughter a plot of land of which he owned half together with his 
brother Psenenoupis and of which the other half belonged to the children 
of Psennesis, probably his oldest brother. Furthermore, his daughter 
received one seventh of 120 liturgic days of two Isis sanctuaries and one 
seventh of a plot of land. The rest of his possessions – a plot of high land 
located in the plain of Pathyris near the low land of Pitob (Vandorpe and 
Waebens, Reconstructing Pathyris’ Archives (2009), §3), houses, 
vineyards, pastophoria (Vandorpe and Waebens, Reconstructing Pathyris’ 
Archives (2009), §3) – went to his wife. Some months later, on 17 
September, Tasemis and Sennesis paid the transfer tax, thus Psenthotes 
died around this time. The will belongs to the Psenenoupis archive, 
because there is no evidence of Tasemis being married at the time. Since 
Psenenoupis was her closest male relative, he probably kept this will in his 
archive.2 

In 119/118 B.C. Siepmous, son of Psenpres, declared to Psenenoupis that 
he had repaid the loan (200 talents of the wheat given to him by Pelaias the 
younger, son of Phibis), so Psenenoupis had to return Siepmous’ house 
(apparently the latter had sold it to Psenenoupis previously in a purchase of 
trust). We would expect this document to be kept in the archive of 

                                                
1 Pros. Ptol. III 6913 and 6914. 
2 According to the editor of BGU III, a copy of this will can be found under inventory number P. 9074 (BGU III 993, 
col. II-IV). 
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Siepmous, but according to l. 1 of P. Ryl. Dem. 31, this declaration was a 
copy of the original document. Therefore this text undoubtedly belongs to 
the archive. On October 4, 117 B.C., Maithotis, daughter of Psenenoupis 
and Senamounis, bought 1 ½ cubit of waste land land from her father (P. 
Ryl. Dem. 18). It is not clear, however, whether this text was kept by the 
father or by his daughter.  

Sometime between 108 and 101 B.C., Psenenoupis married Senamounis. 
The belonging of their marriage contract to the archive remains uncertain. 
A marriage contract was normally kept by the family of the woman, for 
instance by her father Nechouthes, but none of his documents have come 
down to us.  

The family of Psenenoupis was undoubtedly of Egyptian origin, because 
their marriage contracts and wills were drawn up in accordance with 
Egyptian law and custom. All family members had Egyptian names and 
Greco-Egyptian double names are not attested within this family of priests. 
Psenenoupis and Psenthotes shared the function of isionomos (Vandorpe 
and Waebens, Reconstructing Pathyris’ Archives (2009), §4), a high 
priestly function in Egyptian society, which suggests that they were quite 
well-off.3 

Archive texts Papyri: Greek texts: BGU III 993 [= Chrest. Wilck. 107]; demotic texts: P. 
Ryl. Dem. 18 (with Greek tax receipt P. Ryl. Gr. II 250) [= SB I 5106]; P. 
Ryl. Dem. 31; uncertain: Life in a multi-cultural Society, p. 13 [10999] 
descr. + P. Eheverträge 42 = P. Ryl. Dem. 27. 

Text types Sale contract (1 demotic), will (1 Greek), receipt (1 demotic), uncertain: 
marriage contract (1 demotic). 

Family tree   Compare P. Ryl. Dem., p. 146, n. 1. 
 
 Nechouthes  x  Senenoupis                          Horos  x T3-bw-ijr-r≈.s 

 
 
       

          Senamounis  x  Psenenoupis    Psenthotes  x  Sennesis   Psennesis? 
                                                                                                                                                                      
 
 

                        Maithotis                                 Tasemis 
 

                                                                                                                                                            
3 M. Depauw, ‘The Isionomos or in-wwy’, in W. Clarysse e.a. (edd.), Egyptian Religion. The Last Thousand Years. 
Studies Dedicated to the Memory of Jan Quaegebeur, (OLA 84-85), Leuven 1998, vol. 2, p. 1131-1154, esp. p. 1142. 


