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Place 
Date 

Language 
Material 

Number of texts 
Type 

Collections 
Find/Acquisition 

 

 
Arsinoites (Fayum), meris of Polemon, Narmouthis 
AD 100-299 
Greek 
Ostraca 
116 certain, 7 uncertain 
Temple archive 
Kom Aushim, Karanis Museum (now moved to Cairo, Egyptian Museum?)  
Found during the Italian excavations in 1938 and in 2006 in Medinet Madi (Narmouthis) 
 

  
Bibliography G. NACHTERGAEL, ‘Ostraca grecs’, in E. BRESCIANI e.a. (eds.), Narmouthis 2006. 

Documents et objets découverts à Medinet Madi en 2006, Pisa, 2010, p. 71-132 [P. Narm. 
2006]. 
The numbers in bold refer to P. Narm. 2006. 

Description The so-called ‘house of Anoubis’, named after a painting of the god Anoubis on one of the 
walls, lies within the temenos of the temple of Medinet Madi (ancient Narmouthis), against 
the western wall, opposite the so-called 'house of the ostraca', where another large archive 
has been found (15-24, ArchID 534). The Anoubis house was briefly surveyed in 1938 by 
Vogliano (who found there ‘some ostraca without importance’) and was thoroughly cleaned 
during the Italian excavations of 2006. Numerous ostraca were found during this campaign, 
most of them in the ‘house of Anoubis’ (25-140). Since, however, the exact place of origin 
was not recorded for every ostracon separately, for a number of ostraca (141-147) there is 
some doubt where they actually came from. In the 'house of Anoubis' also a wooden tablet 
(14) and a limestone inscription (148-149) were discovered. 

All ostraca ascribed to the ‘house of Anoubis’ are written in Greek and are dated to the 
second or third century AD on the basis of the handwriting. The main group contains only a 
name in the nominative (27-63) or a name in the nominative followed by the patronymic 
(64-128). Their use is made clear by two ostraca (25-26), which are headed by the word 
'kleros', 'lot', and which list a lot of the names occurring in the other ostraca. The name 
ostraca where probably used for such a lottery. The temple administration apparently 
distributed several tasks among its personnel through lottery, but details are lacking. Also 
among the ostraca said to be found in the ‘house of the ostraca’, there are 10 such name 
ostraca (‘Ostraka greci e bilingui da Narmuthis’, CdE 82 (2007), p. 244 no. 16; ‘Ostraka 
greci e bilingui da Narmuthis (II)’, CdE 84 (2009), p. 220 no. 41-44; O. Narm. Gr. I 36-38, 
41; SB XXVI 16394), which might be identical with the ‘ostraca without importance’ found 
by Vogliano. The names on the other ostraca of the 'house of Anoubis' (129-140, possibly 
also 141) often correspond with those on the lottery ostraca. They contain orders about beer 
for some festival (?) and lists of people selected for certain tasks. 

The declaration of transport of grain 142 and the two receipts 143-144 can be dated to the 
period AD 244-284. Since neither the date, nor the contents match the texts from the archive 
of the ‘house of the ostraca’, they probably come from the 'house of Anoubis'. In Medinat 



2 
 

Temple of Narmouthis: House of Anoubis  
 

Madi some 40 other Greek ostraca have been found whose exact provenance is not always 
known (including O. Medinet Madi 1-11 & 20-33 from excavations in 1968 and 1969), most 
of them dated to the third or fourth century AD. Of these, O. Lund. 25 is written in the same 
hand as 132. O. Medinet Madi 21, P. Köln Gr. IX 380, SB XVI 12688 and 142 all deal with 
the transport of grain, while the last two texts are probably written in the same hand. It is 
possible, therefore, that at least some of these 40 ostraca also come from the ‘house of 
Anoubis’. 

Archive texts P. Narm. 2006 25-140; uncertain: P. Narm. 2006 141-147: it is not clear whether these texts 
belong to the House of the Ostraca or to the House of Anoubis, see ArchID 534 (P. Narm. 
2006, p. 73). 

Text types Names for a lottery; orders; lists of names = outgoing and internal documents. 

 


