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Bibliography The numbers in bold refer to PSI X. 

Description The archive of Heron, son of Herakleides and Kastorous, and his family consists of three or four 
papyri out of eight papyri found in a private house in Tebtynis in the winter of 1930.1 Heron 
and his family seem a rather poor metropolite family residing in Tebtynis. Heron is designated 
as “from the amphodon Syriakes” of Arsinoe in the declaration of his death (1141, AD 141), 
submitted by his unnamed wife to the grammateus of the metropolis. His status of metropolite 
is confirmed by 1138, receipts for the poll tax on him for the successive three years AD 104/5 – 
106/7, in which the tax is paid “for the amphodon Kilikon” at the reduced rate of 20 drachmas 
per year. His three sons, Zosimos, Protas, and Sarapion, borrowed cash in AD 154 (loan 
contract 1142). The papyrus functioned as a receipt for the repayment and was kept by the 
family as an additional note at the bottom of the papyrus tells that the debt was repaid in the 
next year, a few months after the original deadline. 

Heron also appears in 1140, an agreement of part-repayment of a loan. In AD 139, Thaubarion 
acknowledges that Kronion and his son Petesouchos, her debtors, repaid two-thirds of the loan 
of 224 drachmas, while the third debtor, Heron, had not made repayment and still owed his 
share. While it is possible that this copy was handed to Heron as a remainder, its attribution to 
the archive is uncertain. The house where this papyrus was found also yielded a papyrus 
referring to Kronion and Petesouchos, 1137, a receipt for the one-third surtax (epitriton) for AD 
104/5 for which Kronion paid four drachmas on behalf of his son. Thus the house may keep 
papers of Kronion and Petesouchos. It is also possible that Thaubarion kept the copy. 

The remaining three papyri found in this house do not relate to the Heron family nor to Kronion 
and his son. 1139 contains a series of receipts for the weaving tax (gerdiakon) in AD 134/5 to 
Herakl( )/Ptollarion, a freedman of Kastor.2 1133 has two series of receipts for the full-rate poll 
tax (syntaximon) issued to Horos for AD 69/70 and Herakl( ) for AD 70/71 on the recto. The 
latter might be identical with Herakleios on the verso, who paid a surtax (epitriton) of an 
unknown tax in kind for AD 73. 1136 is a copy of a census declaration in AD 104/5. This copy 

                                                
1 PSI X, p. 51-53; C. Anti, ‘Scavi di Tebtynis’, in: Atti del IV Congresso Internazionale di Papirologia, Firenze, 
28 aprile – 2 maggio 1935, 1936, Milan, p. 473-478, at p. 477 also reports a ‘piccolo archivio di Heron’. 
2 The receipts are issued by Thaubarion’s husband Sabinus alias Ninnos and his colleagues. It is unlikely that 
Sabinus kept this document. Thus, the house contained 1139 and 1140 as part of Sabinus alias Ninnos’ family 
archive. The other papyri concerning this family are P. Mil. Vogl. III 129, VI 265, 288, P. Tebt. II 305 and 614 
descr. 
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is extracted from a tomos synkollesimos, and only the beginning of the return survives. The 
declarant named Vestinus is known from his death declaration, submitted by his full brother 
Horos (SB XX 15038, AD 117).  

It is difficult to explain why the house had more than one papyrus concerning the Heron and 
Kronion families respectively. One possibility is that the Heron family and Kronion had some 
physical connection, for example, sharing the house. However it remains a mere guess. 

Archive texts PSI X 1138, 1141, 1142; uncertain: PSI X 1140. 

Text types Contract, tax receipts, declaration of death – incoming and outgoing; uncertain: agreement – 
incoming. 

 


