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Arsinoites (Fayum), meris of Polemon, Tebtynis 
AD 127-162 
Greek 
Papyrus 
13 certain, 7 uncertain 
Family archive (2 generations) 
Milan, Università Statale 
Found in 1934 in Umm el-Baragat (Tebtynis) in the ‘cantina dei papiri’ 
 

  
Bibliography E. SEIDL, Rechtsgeschichte Ägyptens als römischer Provinz, Sankt Augustin, 1973, p. 63, no. 

1.12 (the archive of Kronion presbyteros, son of Pakebkis). 

H. MELAERTS, ‘Autour du P.Mil.Vogl. II, 73’, CdE 66 (1991), p. 266-278. 
The numbers in bold refer to P. Mil. Vogl. 

Description This family archive consists of at least thirteen texts,1 ranging from AD 127 to 162. The 
texts were found in the ‘cantina dei papiri’ in Umm el-Baragat (ancient Tebtynis) in March 
1934.2 The ‘cantina’ contained discarded material brought there from different places, 
perhaps as fuel.3 Three other archives (Patron's descendants, Kronion, Turbo, see ArchID 
66, 125, 277) were discovered in or in the immediate neighbourhood of the ‘cantina’. 

The bulk of the archive consists of texts of interest to Kronion senior (see the stemma in 
App. 3): leases and related documents, in which Kronion senior appears as lessee (78-79, 
220-221, 284-285), a papyrus with tax receipts (283), two petitions (734 and 222), a list of 
farmers (75) and an account of wheat paid by several persons through Kronion senior (223). 
Kronion also kept property declarations by his father (191) and by his stepmother (192), 
which fall within the chronological range of Kronion's own papers (see App. 1). 

The family leased fields in the neighbourhood of Tebtynis from at least three different 
metropolitans (see App. 2). 78-79 and 220 concern a single kleros, 284-285 - found rolled 
up together - deal with another field. 

Two texts certainly mentioning other family members have been attributed to the archive of 
Patron's descendants. 54 (AD 144) is a receipt issued to Kronion junior, certainly the brother 
of Kronion senior. 274 (AD 144-165) is an offer of lease from Kronion junior to the sister of 

                                                
1 C. Gallazzi, ‘La prima campagna di Vogliano in Egitto. Gli scavi a Tebtynis e gli acquisti di papiri’, in C. Gallazzi / 
L. Lehnus (eds.), Achille Vogliano cinquant' anni dopo, Milano, 2003, p. 166 attributes ten texts to the archive, 
omitting 78-79 and 191-192 (see P.J. Sijpesteijn, P. Mich. XV, 1982, comm. to 694, 7). 74 should be dropped from 
Gallazzi's list (see below). 
2 See Gallazzi 2003, p. 131-195, esp. p. 165-169. See also D.J.I. Begg, ‘“It was wonderful, our return in the darkness 
with … the baskets of papyri”: papyrus finds at Tebtunis from the Bagnani archives, 1931-1936’, BASP 35 (1998), p. 
185-210, esp. p. 204-207. 
3 See C. Gallazzi, ‘La “Cantina dei Papiri” e ciò che essa conteneva’, ZPE 80 (1990), p. 284, accepted by Begg 1998, 
p. 202 and doubted by P. Davoli, L'archeologia urbana nel Fayyum di età ellenistica e romana, Napoli, 1998, p. 186 
n. 313. 
4 The papyrus is clearly a copy or draft. See Melaerts 1991, p. 270. 
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the ex-gymnasiarch Ptollarion. Both documents can be expected in the archive of the lessee. 
Moreover, the similarity of 274 with 284-285 favours the attribution to the archive of 
Kronion senior’s family.5 

In my opinion, other texts of the ‘cantina’ prove that the archive was continued by Turbo 
and Onnophris, two sons of Kronion senior (or junior). In 134-135 (AD 165) Onnophris, son 
of Kronion, grandson of Pakebkis, from Tebtynis offers to lease a field from one of the 
descendants of Patron and in 144 (AD 166) Turbo, son of Kronion, from Tebtynis contracts 
a lease with Heron, son of Amatius, another descendant of Patron. 144 bears the 
endorsement of the lessor and was kept by the lessee Turbo. The loan 68 (AD 154) was 
cancelled by Sarapion alias Heron (who is either identical with or a brother of Heron in 144) 
and returned to the borrowers Onnophris and Turbo, both sons of Kronion from Tebtynis.6 
Since Turbo in 68 and 144 is identical with the estate manager or phrontistes Turbo of the 
descendants of Patron,7 Turbo's part of the archive of the descendants of Patron and the 
archive of the descendants of Pakebkis could have been thrown away by the same Turbo as 
fuel in the ‘cantina’.8 

The attribution of 76-77 to the archive was already refuted by Gallazzi.9 74 (AD 138) does 
not belong to the archive either.10 According to this petition signed in a second hand by 
Horion and Ammonios, Pakebkis, son of Kronion and Mesoeris, son of Harphaesis, were 
witnesses of an unlawful deed. These persons cannot be fitted in the stemma in App. 3 and 
the papyrus is expected in the archive of the petitioners, not in that of the witnesses.11 

 Kronion senior has one brother (Kronion junior) and at least two half-brothers Panomieus 
and Kronion. His father’s second wife Taarmiysis (see App. 3) owns a two-storey house, a 
courtyard and part of another house in Tebtynis. Pakebkis owns a sixteenth part of a two-
storey house. At an unknown date, Kronion senior and junior quarrelled with their half-
brothers about the inheritance of Taarmiysis (see 73). 

Kronion senior and junior lease in total at least 17 arouras in the neighbourhood of Tebtynis 
(including katoikic land, ge hiereutike basilike and land from the Ousia Doryphoriane). The 
family is a business partner (always in the inferior position) of the well-known descendants 
of Patron. In 75, the family of Kronion senior associates with other farmers in a pittakion or 
agricultural firm.12 Didymos' demand that Kronion pays the rent in advance in 78-79 and 

                                                
5 Perhaps 274 deals with the same kleros as 284-285: the (fragmentary) name of the lessor is similar, the field is 
always situated in Tebtynis, the number of arouras is the same, both concern a sublease. 
6 If the supplement Τούρβ[ων Κρονίωνος? το]ῦ Πακήβ(κεως) in 247, 8 (AD 166) is correct, this certificate for work 
on dykes issued to Turbo was also part of the archive. 
7 See 153, Introd. and 302, Introd. That a person leases fields from his employer was not unusual on the estates of the 
descendants of Patron. See the case of Nikarion discussed in 302, Introd. 
8 Several accounts and leases in the archive of the descendants of Patron were certainly written by Turbo (or one of 
his clerks). 
9 See Gallazzi 1990, p. 287, followed by Melaerts 1991, p. 268 n. 3. 
10 Against Gallazzi 2003, p. 166. 
11 They could be members of the family whose archive was published in P. Kron. See D. Foraboschi, in P. Kron., 
1971, p. XXI and Melaerts 1991, p. 268 n. 3. 
12 See H.C. Youtie, ‘Notes on papyri’, BICS 11 (1964), p. 19-21, esp. p. 19. 
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220, shows that the solvability of the family was not assured.13 

Sijpesteijn is convinced that the protagonists in this archive are members of the family in P. 
Kron. and suggests that Pakebkis,14 the father of Kronion senior, was the ‘lost son’ of 
Kronion I, the central person in P. Kron.15 Pakebkis, however, nowhere recurs in P. Kron. In 
particular, Pakebkis would be expected in P. Kron. 50, the division of the property of 
Kronion I after his death, in which all children are mentioned. The archives of Kronion 
senior, son of Pakebkis, and the archive of Kronion, son of Cheos, have therefore been kept 
separate here. 

Archive texts 73, 75, 78-79, 191-192, 220-223, 283-285; uncertain: 54, 68, 134-135, 144, 247, 274. 

Text types Leases and related documents, tax receipts, petitions, a list, an account = incoming, outgoing 
and internal documents. 

Appendices App. 1. Chronological distribution of the addressees  

73 and 223 (AD 127-162) have not been included. 

 

 

 

 

                                                
13 A contract of lease with payment of rent in advance (prodomatike misthosis) can have two purposes: either the 
lessor borrows from the lessee or the lessor fears for insolvency of the lessee. See J. Herrmann, Studien zur 
Bodenpacht im Recht der Graeco-Aegyptischen Papyri, München, 1958, p. 231. The first interpretation is unlikely 
because the wealthy Didymos (see P. Kron., 1971, p. XXX) is not expected to borrow from an Egyptian farmer. See, 
however, Melaerts 1991, p. 269-270. 
14 See also P. Kron., 1971, p. XIX n. 7 for the connection between the two archives. 
15 See P. Mich. XV, 1982, comm. to 694, 7. 
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 App. 2. Overview of leases and related documents 
Publication 

 

Date AD Lease term Lessor Location of the field 

220 132/133 133/4 => 138/9 Didymos alias 
Lurius 

3 arouras of katoikic land in the 
western plain near Tebtynis  

78 138/139 141/216 => 147/8 Didymos alias 
Lurius 

3 arouras of katoikic land in the 
western plain near Tebtynis 

79 25.01.143 148/9 => ? Didymos alias 
Lurius 

3 arouras of katoikic land in the 
western plain near Tebtynis 

221 145 unknown  unnamed exegetes, 
son of Aunes 

near Tebtynis 

274 144-165 6 years sister of ex-
gymnasiarches 

unknown 

284 162 162/3 => 167/8 sister of ex-
gymnasiarches 

Tesserakontarouron 

285 ? ? sister of ex-
gymnasiarches 

Tesserakontarouron near Tebtynis 

 

App. 3. Stemma of the family 

Pakebkis and Taarmiysis are said to have two or more sons in 73, 9-10. Dotted lines 
represent an uncertain family relationship. 

            ?       x                     Pakebkis              x       Taarmiysis 

 

 

      Kronion sr.             Kronion jr.      Panomieus   Kronion 

 

 

 Turbo       Onnophris 

 

                                                
16 Kronion senior certainly leased the same field from Didymos in the years 139/140 to 140/141 (see 78, 10-12), but 
that contract of lease is not preserved. 


