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The numbers in bold refer to P. Mil. Vogl. 

Description The archive of the descendants of Patron consists of at least 87 texts (AD 108- 176), which 
were found in the ‘cantina dei papiri’ in Umm el-Baragat (ancient Tebtynis) in March 1934.1 
The ‘cantina’ contained discarded material brought there from different places, perhaps as 
fuel.2 Three other archives (Kronion, son of Cheos; Pakebkis' descendants; Turbo: see 
ArchID 125, 64, 277) were discovered at the same time in or in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the ‘cantina’. 

In P. Mil. Vogl, the texts are published under the heading ‘Archive of Laches’. Clarysse and 
Gallazzi showed that Laches was not an ancestor but an estate manager (phrontistes) of the 
family and renamed the documents ‘archive of the descendants of Patron’.3 This name is 
preserved here, but one should keep in mind that two-thirds of the archive were of interest to 
the phrontistai of the descendants of Patron and that the texts of interest to the family 
members are confined to the first twenty years of the archive (see App. 3-4). 

The archive consists of accounts (35), leases and related documents (22), letters (17) and 
miscellaneous texts (14). The accounts deal with the management of the estates by the 
phrontistai: lists of daily receipts and expenditures, lists of payments to agricultural 
labourers working in grain fields and vineyards and heterogenous accounts. Except for 56 
and 268-269,4 the descendants of Patron appear in all leases and related documents as 

                                                
1 See C. Gallazzi, ‘La prima campagna di Vogliano in Egitto. Gli scavi a Tebtynis e gli acquisti di papiri’, in C. 
Gallazzi / L. Lehnus (eds.), Achille Vogliano cinquant' anni dopo, Milano, 2003, p. 131-195, esp. p. 165-169. See also 
D.J.I. Begg, ‘“It was wonderful, our return in the darkness with… the baskets of papyri!”: papyrus finds at Tebtunis 
from the Bagnani archives, 1931-1936’, BASP 35 (1998), p. 185-210, esp. p. 204-207. 
2 See C. Gallazzi, ‘La “Cantina dei Papiri” di Tebtynis e ciò che essa conteneva’, ZPE 80 (1990), p. 284, accepted by 
Begg 1998, p. 202 but doubted by P. Davoli, L'archeologia urbana nel Fayyum di età ellenistica e romana, Napoli, 
1998, p. 186 n. 313. 
3 Clarysse / Gallazzi 1993. 
4 In 274, a lease which should be attributed to the archive of Pakebkis' descendants rather than to this archive (see 
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lessors. They own fields in Tebtynis and neighbouring villages and a house, a mill and a 
goose-pen in Tebtynis itself.5 

 Twelve out of 17 letters were sent by family members residing in an unknown place to the 
phrontistai in Tebtynis.6 They contain instructions for the daily management of the estates. 
61 was written by the estate manager Sarapyllos to Ptollarion; the account at the bottom 
suggests that it was never sent and reused by Sarapyllos. Two (or three) letters discussing 
mainly agricultural business were sent by one family member to another.7 24 is a very 
personal letter in which Geminus I informs Paulinus - among other things - about the latter's 
sons:8 Ptollarion I is quarrelling with his grandmother but Patron III is praised for his 
diligence. The residences of writer and addressee are unknown. 

The 14 miscellaneous texts in the archive are briefly discussed here in chronological order. 
The division of Patron's I inheritance (23+209, after AD 108) contains a lot of information 
about the properties of this wealthy family (on which see below). Five texts (AD 127-128) 
relate to the kleros of Boubalos of 38 1/4 arouras. Later accounts show that (part of) the 
kleros entered into possession of the descendants of Patron;9 the family probably acquired 
the five documents together with the kleros.10 25 col. I - IV, 17 (AD 127) is a report of a trial 
between the former phrontistes Demetrios and Paulinus. 25 col. IV, 18-col.V, 27 and the 
petition 264 relate to a quarrel in AD 127-129 between Patron II and his aunt Thaubarion 
about the inheritance of Herakleides (see the stemma in App. 5). The petitions 129 and 265 

                                                                                                                                                            
below), the family subleases sacred royal land (ge basilike hiereutike). 
5 Normally the archive of this gymnasiarchal family should contain only lease offers (submitted by the lessee) and not 
contracts of lease (endorsed lease offers returned to the lessee). However, several texts attributed to the archive in P. 
Mil. Vogl. do bear endorsements of the lessors (144, 270-271) and four leases (67, 130-131, 272) bear an anomalous 
additional subscription of the lessee Nikarion after the endorsement of the lessor. Wherever the name of the lessee is 
preserved, he or she always belongs to the personnel of the family. This strengthens the hypothesis that the archive of 
the descendants of Patron has been combined with the private documents of its personnel. 
Some of the lease offers which were not endorsed by the descendants of Patron are double copies of one lease, one of 
them always lacking the lessee's subscription (see  63 & 195, 132 & 133 and 138 & 139). C. Gallazzi, 
‘P.Mil.Vogliano III 195 e P.Mil.Vogliano II 63’, ZPE 28 (1978), p. 218 offers possible explanations for these twofold 
copies. 
6 The presence of several homonyms in the family and the lack of patronymics in the letters often prevents the 
identification of the family member. See e.g. the discussion about the four letters sent by Patron in D. Foraboschi, 
‘Commento a P.Mil.Vogl. 24 (117 d.C.)’, Studi Classici e Orientali 17 (1968), p. 55 and Clarysse / Gallazzi 1993, p. 
67-68. 
7 The fragmentary letter 66 is written by Demetrios to ‘his father’ Ptollarion. Though πατήρ does not always indicate 
a family relationship in the Roman period (D.H. Hobson, ‘Naming practices in Roman Egypt’, BASP 26 (1989), p. 
172), Demetrios might have been a son of Ptollarion II. He cannot have been a son of Ptollarion I, because the latter 
was the only child of Ptollarion II. 
8 Foraboschi, 1968, p. 47-48 identified the sender as Geminus I and the addressee as Paulinus (see stemma in App. 4). 
9 130, a lease of 21 arouras of this kleros and the accounts 152, 46, 153, 56; 213 Ro col. IV-V, passim and col. VI, 32; 
303, 118, 150, 307, 39. 
10 This explanation does not go for 266, a property declaration of the Boubalos kleros by Dioskoros after he sold the 
kleros to Serallion (the lady who probably sold the kleros to the descendants of Patron later on). But Ptollarion I 
represented Serallion at the sale of the kleros concluded between Dioskoros and Serallion in Alexandria (see 26, 3-4) 
and perhaps the Alexandrian citizen Dioskoros asked Ptollarion I (resident in the Arsinoite nome) to deliver the 
former's property declaration to the bibliophylakes of the Arsinoite nome. The readings of 104 and 267 are in need of 
revision, because Dioskoros cannot confirm on his own copies of leases that he actually received these copies (104, 
41-42; 267, 38). In my opinion, the family acquired documents of other kleroi in a similar way. 238 is an offer of 
lease of a field of 10 arouras of katoikic land addressed to Taotion, daughter of Ptolemaios, with her son Ptolemaios, 
son of Lurius alias Apollonios, as kyrios. SB VI 9370 col. IV, 26 (cf. P. Tebt. II 453 Vo, 5) lists a field of 10 arouras 
of katoikic land formerly belonging to Ptolemaios, son of Lurius, as property of Amatius alias Paulinus. 
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concern a dispute in AD 135 between Kronion and Posis, slaves and phrontistai of the 
family and Sabinus alias Ninnos.11 72 is an short undated text mentioning family members 
and 142 is a list of farmers (?). 

As can be seen from App. 1, the accounts and leases peak towards the end of the archive and 
the miscellaneous texts fall in the first twenty years. App. 2 displays the categories of texts 
including the 31 undated documents. 

 Many texts have been attributed to the category ‘uncertain’. The cancelled loan 68 and the 
endorsed lease 144 were kept by the lessee Turbo, who is probably identical with the 
phrontistes of the descendants of Patron from AD 160 onwards.12 Seidl already suggested 
that Turbo kept his own texts together with the texts which he drew up for the descendants 
of Patron.13 In my opinion, this Turbo is also identical with the last archive keeper of the 
‘archive of Pakebkis' descendants’ (also found in the ‘cantina’) and with the keeper of the 
‘archive of Turbo’ (found in the adjacent ‘cantina’). The three archives may thus be parts of 
a single archive and the history of the archive may be summarized as follows. In the early 
second century, the family members contributed themselves to the archive, perhaps because 
they resided at least now and then in Tebtynis. Since they did not add texts to the archive 
after AD 130, they might have moved definitively to the capital Ptolemais Euergetis, where 
the nome elite resided and where the family members became gymnasiarch and exegetes. 
The administration of the estate, always centered in Tebtynis where the property of the 
family was located, was gradually entrusted to several phrontistai, and this explains the texts 
addressed to these estate managers. From AD 160 onwards, one phrontistes (Turbo) seems 
to be the chief estate manager, responsible for almost all texts of the archive in that period. 
He discarded the archive of Pakebkis' descendants (to which the ‘uncertain’ 54, 68, 134-135, 
144, 274 should be added) together with the texts of interest to the management of the 
estates of the descendants of Patron. 

The lease offers 270-271 were endorsed by the descendants of Patron and are therefore 
expected in the archive of the lessee(s), whose name(s) is/are lost. The receipt 146 is issued 
by a family member and not expected in the family archive. 65 was attributed to the archive 
by the editors because its handwriting would be identical to 63-64, but Gallazzi states that 
the handwriting of 63 only returns in 195.14 SB VIII 9644-9645 are letters to a phrontistes by 
his superior. They are similar to the letters to phrontistai of the archive (see above). 
Moreover, SB VIII 9645, 4-5 mentions ‘the lease of the naubia of Ptollarion’ and SB VIII 
9644 is addressed to ‘K[ronion] phrontistes’ (the archive contains six letters addressed to 
Kronion phrontistes). Since the accounts 301 and 306 do not mention any name or kleros 
found in the archive, Gallazzi rightly doubted their attribution to the archive.15 102 is sale of 

                                                
11 Gallazzi (introd. to 265) rightly refutes that the dispute would deal with hereditary matters concerning the estates of 
the descendants of Patron (see 129, introd.): if hereditary matters were concerned, then the descendants should be in 
court, and not the phrontistai. 129 and 265 indeed belong to the private texts of the phrontistes Kronion. 
12 See 153, introd. and 302, introd. and Seidl 1973, p. 63-64. 
13 Seidl 1973, p. 64. 
14 Gallazzi 1978, p. 217. 
15 C. Gallazzi, ‘La "Cantina dei Papiri" di Tebtynis e ciò che essa conteneva’, ZPE 80 (1990), p. 287. Gallazzi 
expressed doubts on the attribution of three other papyri, but 58 (Sarapyllos, Epaphroditos), 149 & 154 (Turbo) 



4 

 

Patron's descendants 
 
 

an expensive statue of Aphrodite (987 drachmas) to (l. 2) [.]τ̣ο̣λα[.... γ]υµνασιά[ρχῳ]. If 
Ptolarion (for Ptollarion) could be supplied,16 this document belongs to the archive. 

Gallazzi showed that 71 and 211, formerly attributed to the archive, were not found in the 
‘cantina’ and have no connection with the descendants of Patron.17 

 Members of this important family appear in several other Tebtynis texts which were not 
found in the ‘cantina’. SB VI 9370 col. IV, 14-31 (AD 170, about) lists the payments for 
naubion taxes on katoikic land and 'ge en aphesei' by Ptollarion II and Amatius alias 
Paulinus. As regards the size of the land owned by each of the 24 persons (letters M-P) 
preserved in the alphabetical list SB VI 9370, Amatius alias Paulinus (listed under his 
second name) ranks third and Ptollarion II ranks fourth. In P. Fouad 26, a petition to the 
prefect, Pharion accuses the former exegetes Heron, son of Amatius, of usury. Pharion wants 
to summon Heron before the prefect's court in Alexandria because of Heron's local 
influence. P. Tebt. II 453 Vo is a fragmentary list of property owned by Patron IV. PSI VIII 
961 A-B (AD 176-178) form a private ‘pasted roll’ (tomos synkollesimos): in A Amatius 
alias Paulinus leases 23 geese to Neilammon, Ponneis and Orsenouphis, in B the lessees 
repay the value of the geese (920 drachmas) to Amatius alias Paulinus. The archive text 145 
(AD 174) is closely related: Patron III, father of Amatius alias Paulinus, leases out a geese 
farm. Patron III perhaps died between AD 174 and AD 176 and Amatius alias Paulinus 
inherited the farm. To avoid repetitions, the other related texts shall be dealt with in the 
discussion of the family members below. 

The archive documents three generations of the family, starting from Geminus I, Amatius 
and Paulinus, the three sons of Patron (see the stemma in App. 5). A fourth generation is 
only known from related texts.18 Geminus I wrote three of the letters in the archive and 
appears in two accounts. His son Patron II is involved in a quarrel with his aunt Thaubarion 
(see above, miscellaneous texts). The branch of Amatius and his descendants accounts for 
only three of 87 archive texts: 143 (rent of a house, AD 170-171), 269 (lease, AD 124) and 
280 (letter, AD 108-176). Several uncertain and related texts show that Amatius had three or 
four sons:19 Ptollarion senior and junior, Heron, and Sarapion alias Heron. The last two 
brothers could be identical.20 Apart from 143 (AD 170-171), the branches of Geminus I and 

                                                                                                                                                            
mention names which recur in the archive. 
16 Suggested by P.J. Sijpesteijn, Nouvelle liste des gymnasiarques des métropoles de l'Égypte romaine, Zutphen, 
1986, p. 24 no. 267. 
17 Gallazzi 1990, p. 287. 
18 P. Tebt. II 338, 358, 453 Vo; SB XII 11047. 
19 Uncertain: 68, 144, 270-271, related: P. Fouad 26, P. Tebt. II 317, 396, P. IFAO II 17. 
20 Suggested by W.S. Bagnall, ‘Some Prosopographical Observations on the Laches Archive’, BASP 10 (1973), p. 65-
70. Gallazzi, P. Mil. Vogl. VI, 1977, p. 29-30 excludes the identification because Heron's handwriting (144, 25-31) 
differs from that of Sarapion (270, 16; 271, 17). Foraboschi, P. Rainer. Cent., 1983, p. 104, however, states that the 
signature of 144 is only fragmentary and that the handwriting might have changed between AD 141-142 (271) and 
AD 166 (144). The case is complicated by the ex-exegetes Heron alias Sarapion in P. Tebt. II 317 and P. Tebt. II 396 
(here father of Diodoros alias Amatius) and the ex-exegetes Heron, father of Amatius alias Statianus in P. Strasb. V 
386 (AD 196). It is unclear whether these persons are identical with Heron or Sarapion alias Heron (or both). That 
only Heron is attested as ex-exegetes is in favour of the first identification. P.J. Sijpesteijn, ‘Receipts from the 
Michigan Papyrus Collection’, ZPE 109 (1995), p. 98 tentatively identified the ex-exegetes Heron, son of Amatius, in 
SB XXII 15856 (AD 203/204) with Heron, son of Amatius from the archive. Since Heron and Sarapion as well as 
Heron contract leases yet in AD 124 and 129 (269 and 270 respectively), one should be careful. See also the list of 
exegetai in P. Hamb. IV, 1998, p. 242-243. 
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Amatius disappear from the archive after AD 135. Although identifications of a person like 
‘Geminus’ or ‘Patron’ often remain uncertain due to homonyms in the family, it is clear that 
the bulk of the archive relates to the branch of Paulinus. They probably added the Boubalos 
documents to the archive and most accounts and leases relate to their property. 

The Patron family clearly belonged to the wealthy and influential upper class of the nome. 
Ptollarion I was a member of the 6475 Greek military colonists or katoikoi and several 
members of the family held the prestigious liturgical offices of gymnasiarch (Amatius, 
Paulinus, Ptollarion I & II, Patron III, Geminus II, Patron IV), director of the ephebes or 
kosmetes (Amatius alias Paulinus) and/or exegetes (Amatius, Heron, Sarapias alias Heron, 
Patron IV). Literacy is proved in three cases (Ptollarion I, II and Sarapias alias Heron).21 In 
P. Fouad 26 (see above), the petitioner summoned Heron before the prefect's court in 
Alexandria because of Heron's influence in the Arsinoite nome. 

 Comparing this family to other contemporary wealthy families in the Fayum, such as 
Aphrodisios' descendants and the family of Philosarapis, which also held liturgical offices 
and were also members of the 6475 katoikoi, there is one striking difference: Patron's 
descendants are nowhere mentioned as citizens of Antinoopolis, founded in AD 130 by 
Hadrian. One should, however, be careful with this argumentum e silentio, since the type of 
texts changes from precisely AD 129 onwards. Before AD 129 the texts mainly deal with 
personal matters of the family, whereas after AD 129 they relate to the management of the 
landed property of the family by the phrontistai (see App. 1 & 3). It is tempting to suggest 
that (some of) Patron's descendants moved to Antinoopolis and entrusted the management of 
their estates to phrontistai, but the hypothesis suffers from many difficulties.22 

Ptollarion II certainly owned at least 64 1/4 arouras and Patron IV owned over 85 arouras.23 
Foraboschi estimates the amount of landed property of the family to 500 arouras in about 
160 plots, but his calculation involves some methodological problems.24 The landed 
property of the family consisted of small parcels, scattered over at least ten villages in the 
Sharaq basin (Oxyryncha, Samareia, Kerkeesis, Kerkesephis, Theogonis, Areos Kome, 
Talei, Ibion, Kerkeosiris, Ptolemais). The management was entrusted to several estate 
managers or phrontistai; at least some of them were slaves. Beside the cultivation of wheat 
and barley, sheep-raising and viticulture are well attested in the accounts. Kehoe showed 
that the family extended the cultivated area, diversified the crops sown on the parcels and 
cultivated given parcels with higher-yielding crops, especially vines. They did not invest in a 
large permanent workforce working on one unified estate. By leasing out some of its 

                                                
21 See their subscriptions to the lease offer 270, 13-16 (with Plate III). 
22 The estates of Patron's descendants were already managed by phrontistai before AD 130 (217). The numerous lease 
offers addressed to family members later than AD 130 do not mention the Antinoopolite citizenship of the lessor. P. 
Fouad 26 (AD 158-159) is a petition directed against Heron, son of Amatius, where the latter is only named ex-
exegetes of Arsinoe and where he is said to have a great influence in the Arsinoite nome. 
23 For Ptollarion II, see the lease offers 63 (= 195) and 130-140. It remains uncertain whether the 20 17/48 arouras 
owned by Ptollarion in SB VI 9370 col. IV, 14-20 (partly) refer to the same fields as in the lease offers. For the 
property of Patron IV, see P. Tebt. II 453 Vo. 
24 See P. Mil.Vogl. VII, 1981, p. 19-27. The calculation derives from the sum of all fields whose size is mentioned 
during the whole time span of the archive. 
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property, the family avoided the costs of maintaining draft oxen, which the lessees provided 
at their own expense.25 

The composition of the archive of the descendants of Patron is unusual compared with 
contemporary archives of wealthy Arsinoite families: there are no census declarations, 
property declarations, declarations of birth, loans, petitions, tax receipts nor texts 
documenting their liturgical offices; female family members are almost completely absent. 
The archive of the descendants of Patron consists of documents (letters to phrontistai, 
accounts and leases) which are almost completely absent from the archive of Aphrodisios' 
descendants (ArchID 294) and that of Philosarapis (ArchID 192).26 This cannot be due to the 
coincidences of preservation. That only texts concerning the management of the properties 
of the families in Tebtynis are attested from AD 130 onwards, strengthens the hypothesis 
that the phrontistai account for most of the texts. The archive of the descendants of Patron 
(from AD 130 onwards) is in fact similar to that of Epagathos, estate manager (ArchID 134). 
This last archive consists for the most part of letters sent by Lucius Bellienus Gemellus to 
his phrontistes Epagathos and accounts concerning agricultural products. It is generally 
agreed that the archive of Gemellus was kept by Epagathos. 

Archive texts P. Mil. Vogl. I 23+IV 209, I 24-28, II 50-53, 55 Ro & Vo, 56-63, 66-67, 69 A & B, 72, 104, 
110, III 129-133, 136-143, 145, 147-152, 153+SB XII 10922, P. Mil. Vogl. III 154, 195, IV 
212-213, 214 Ro & Vo, 215-219, 240, VI 264-269, 272-273, 275-282, VII 302-305, 307-
308; SB VI 9386-9487, 9494, VIII 9643, XVI 12345; uncertain: P. Mil. Vogl. II 65, 102, III 
146, VI 270-271, VII 301, 306; SB VIII 9644-9645, XXII 15856 (cf. also P. Mil. Vogl. II 54, 
68, III 134-135, 144, VI 274 belonging to other archives). 

Text types Accounts (35), leases and related documents (22), letters (17) and miscellaneous texts (14) 
(cf. App. 1) = incoming, outgoing and internal documents. 

                                                
25 See D.P. Kehoe, Management and Investment on Estates in Roman Egypt during the Early Empire, Bonn, 1992, p. 
74-92, and p. 76-78 for the phrontistai in particular. 
26 The archive of Aphrodisios contains none of these text types at all; in P. Fam. Tebt., five offers of lease are 
preserved, but no letters to phrontistai or accounts. 
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Appendices App. 1. Typology of texts 

Since Turbo is amply attested in the archive as a phrontistes of the descendants of Patron 
between AD 160 and AD 169, seven undated texts written by Turbo (or by Turbo's orders) 
were added to the group AD 160-169. That these texts were written by Turbo (or by Turbo's 
orders) is clear from phrases of the account itself (69 B, 133-135; 152, 26-28; 154, 2; 216, l. 
2-3; SB VI 9494, 1) or from the fact that handwriting and/or contents or very similar to other 
accounts of the archive (69 A, 141, 308). 

  

App. 2. Typology of texts including the undated and uncertainly dated texts 
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App. 3. Distribution by interested persons for each archive text 

Nine out of 22 leases were attributed to the category ‘phrontistai’ because they were written 
by the phrontistes Turbo or one of his clerks. Although the phrontistai were probably 
responsible for settling the other lease offers as well,27 I have included them in the category 
‘uncertain’. Since several accounts were clearly written by phrontistai (see 28, 3-4; 69 B, 
133-135; 153, 93; 304 col. II, 14; 308 col. VI, 170 etc.) and always reflect their viewpoint of 
the phrontistai (who write down their receipts and expenditures in the account), all accounts 
were attributed to the category ‘phrontistai’. 

  

 App. 4. Distribution by interested person including the undated or uncertainly dated texts 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
                                                          
                                               

                                                
27 See especially 50 (letter from Patron to his phrontistes Laches), l. 5-9 ‘The farmer Protas is writing the lease offer 
(anaphorion). If he gives a signal or brings a letter, allow him to sow’; 63 (a lease offer addressed to one of the 
descendants), l. 31-32: ‘..., the rent being exacted by your phrontistai ...’; and 273 (a lease offer addressed to ‘Patron 
III [through X] phrontistes’). 
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 App. 5. Stemma of the family 

The first stemma shows the sons of Patron I; the following stemmas show the descendants of 
these sons. Diodoros alias Amatius (P. Tebt. II 396) and Amatius alias Statianus (P. Strasb. 
V 386) may have been sons of Heron or Sarapion alias Heron (or both, if Heron and 
Sarapion alias Heron are identical, see above). The place of Demetrios rests only on the 
fragmentary 66. 

                      Patron I 
(† ante 1/11/108) 

 
                                 Geminus I           Amatius          Paulinus x Politta 
                               († ante 9/10/125)                              (°74-84 - † post 138) 
 
 
                                                                                             Herakleides 
 
                                                           Geminus I x Chairemonis      Thaubarion x Sokrates 
 
                                              Patron II        x        Saturnilus 
                                 (°112-115 - † before 28/1/135)   (°post 114) 

 
                                                                          Amatius 
 
        Ptollarion sr.                     Ptollarion jr.                          Heron                      Sarapion alias Heron 
        (†129, after)                          (†129, after)                 (°110, before - †170, after)        (°104/5 - †154, after) 
 
                                                                                      Diodoros alias Amatius (†25.06.188, after) 
                                                                                      Amatius alias Statianus (†26.03.196, after) 
 
                                                             Paulinus 
 
    Ptollarion I                                          Patron III                                                 daughter 
  (°7.12.117, before -                                     (°7.12.117, before - 
   † between 163/4-18.8.165                           †168, after) 
 
    Ptollarion II                                       Amatius alias Paulinus                   Geminus II 
  (°between 16.11.151-7.11.154 –               (°132/3 - †178, after)                          (°138, before - †25.8.170, after) 
   †1.5.176, after) 
 
                                                                                                               Patron IV 
                                                                                                                                 (†27.1-25.2.204, after) 

 


