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Description The archive consists of six texts, which were acquired on the same occasion in 1925 and 
divided over Michigan and Columbia. On March 4, 182 BC Leontiskos and his partners 
(µέτοχοι) Thymos and Tesenouphis undertake to pay to the cleruch Nikandros for the crops of 
some orchard land in Philadelpheia (182). The land belonged to Eirene, daughter of Orpheus, 
but was mortgaged by her to Nikandros for a loan of 44 talents 4800 drachmas. The next day 
Eirene agrees to this contract (183). Nearly a year later, on January 11 of 181 Leontiskos and 
his partners are threatened with arrest by Lysimachos, clearly a high-ranking official, because 
they have not paid the rent on the orchard to the government (P. Col. Zen. II 121). The threat 
is repeated one month later (P. Col. Zen. II 122). But three years later Leontiskos and his 
partners make another payment of rent on the orchard to Eirene (193). 

All these texts would seem to fit the archive of Leontiskos and partners better than that of 
Eirene. The account 200, however, deals not only with the orchard, but with other properties 
of Eirene as well: income from houses, from a pigeon house and expenses for the mortgage to 
Nikandros and for daily work in a vineyard. Because of this text the editors of P. Col. Zen. II 
121-122 attribute the archive to Eirene herself, but perhaps the firm of Leontiskos managed 
not only the orchard, but a good deal of her estate. Therefore we prefer to name the archive 
after him rather than after the owner of the property. 

Archive texts  P. Mich. III 182-183, 193, 200; P. Col. Zen. II 121-122. 

Text types Contracts (2), receipt (1), account (1), letters (2) = incoming documents. 
 


