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Place 
Date 

Language 
Material 

Number of texts 
Type 

Collections 
 

Find/Acquisition 
 

 
Arsinoites (Fayum), meris of Herakleides, Karanis 
AD 103/117-148 
Greek and Latin 
Papyrus 
21 
Family archive (2 generations), including lawsuit dossier  
Berlin, Ägyptisches Museum; London, British Library; Aberdeen, King's College; Geneva, Bibliothèque; Alexandria, 
Graeco-Roman Museum; Paris, Sorbonne 
Acquired in 1890-1910 (Berlin papyri) and 1887-1896 (other collections) 
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Description The archive of Iulius Agrippinus consists of 21 papyri of which one is Latin. One Greek text is 
related. The papyri are kept in Berlin, London, Aberdeen, Genève, Paris and Alexandria. 

All documents were acquired through native dealers. The papyri of the Berlin collection came to 
light between 1890 and 1910; those of the other collections were all acquired between 1887 and 
1896. There are hardly any precise data about the excavations and the purchases. 

However, internal indications in the texts prove they belong to single archive. Most documents, 16 
texts, belong to the so-called ‘Drusilla-lawsuit’. Except for P. Aberdeen 17 and BGU XI 2014, their 
link with the archive is certain. Tertia Drusilla was the widow of Valerius Apollinarius (cf. App. 1). 
Between AD 119 and 128 her husband received several loans from Iulius Agrippianus, a Roman 
veteran, living in Karanis. Since he could not repay them, Agrippianus took possession of the land 
mortgaged for the loans. Apollinarius died between 129/130 and 134/5. His wife, acting in her own 
name and in that of her children, reclaimed (part of) the land from Agrippianus, apparently because 
it belonged to her dowry and to her children' s inheritance. After Agrippianus’ death in 139, 
Drusilla resumed her action against his son Agrippinus, a soldier of the legio II Traiana Fortis. 
There are two stadia in the lawsuit: before and after Agrippianus’ death. The case is still unsettled 
in 147/148. 

Many texts concerning this case, are outgoing documents (cf. App. 2): petitions to several officials, 
written by Agrippianus (SB IV 7367; P. Aberdeen 147) and his son Agrippinus (BGU XI 2012; 
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2013; 2014). Most petitions are copies or drafts of the original documents, which explains their 
place in the archive. Among the outgoing documents, pride of place is taken by the papyrus 
Cattaoui. The verso (Chrest. Mitt. 88), a draft of a memorandum of Agrippinus to the arbitrator 
Domitius, is the basic document for the reconstruction of the history of the case. The recto (Chrest 
Mitt. 372) contains 6 columns with 7 protocols concerning marriages of soldiers and the rights of 
their children to the inheritance. These have been collected by Agrippinus’ lawyers as precedents to 
inforce his claim. 

A second group is formed by proceedings of legal actions before the iuridicus (SB XVI 12555; P. 
Lond. II 196, I), the strategos (P. Aberdeen 17) or the arbitrator (BGU XI 2070 Ro). To this type 
of texts should be added a fragment of a lawyer’s speech (BGU IV 1019). 

Other texts in the ‘Drusilla-lawsuit’ consist of court material and documents that have been used in 
the court as evidence. The accounts P. Lond. II 196 II and BGU XI 2070 Vo I, give an overview of 
the loans Apollinarius received from Agrippianus. The two accounts are copies of a list, once 
presented by Agrippianus to the official in charge of the case. 

The last type of texts are letters, private or official, referring to the ‘Drusilla-case’. P. Gen.(2) I 74 
is a letter Agrippinus received from his mother Herais. SB XVI 12556 is a letter from Agrippinus to 
Herais. ChLA X 434 finally, is an official letter to Agrippinus, written in Latin. 

BGU I 73 is a letter from the chief judge (archidikastes) Claudius Philoxenos, asking the strategos 
Archias to send a petition of Agrippianus to the keepers (bibliophylakes) of the registry of real 
estate (bibliotheke enkteseon). Though this document is related to the ‘Drusilla-case’, it did not 
made part of it. The petition probably concerned the conveyance of Apollinarius’ property to 
Agrippianus. 

Since Agrippi(a)nus is not a common name, a few other texts can be assigned to Agrippinus’ 
archive, on the basis of prosopography and onomastics. BGU XI 2129 is a private letter to the 
veteran Agrippianus, in which he is told of an imperial ordinance concerning the veterans in the 
Arsinoites. P. Bouriant 23 is a private letter from Thermouthis to her brother Agrippinus. There are 
also two outgoing petitions by Agrippinus: one to the iuridicus Calpurnianus about a conflict with 
his nephew Saturninus (BGU II 378), the other to the epistrategos Marcus Herennius Philotas in 
which he complains about abuses by his landadministrators (BGU I 195). 

Finally, the name of Iulius Agrippianus appears in two very early texts: P. Lond. II 191 is an 
inventory of household given to Agrippianus in the reign of Traianus (before AD 117); BGU I 69 is 
a duplicate of a loan Valerius Longus received from Agrippianus in 120. These texts do not fit the 
chronology of the archive: all other texts are dated between 135 and 148 (cf. App. 3). However, 
like the other documents in the archive, the two early texts are both purchased between 1890 and 
1910. Furthermore, Agrippianus is no common name, as already mentioned. It is therefore possible 
that these two texts belong to the archive. 

16 texts of 21 belong to the ‘Drusilla-dossier’. The ‘Drusilla-lawsuit’ ranges over a period of at 
least 15 years (AD 135-148). 15 texts, of which 12 deal with the ‘Drusilla case’, can be placed after 
Agrippianus’ death in 139. 

This two-generation archive is not a typical family archive: only a minority of the texts are private 
letters or deal with loans, leases and sales or private letters. The nucleus is formed by the court 
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case, but additional (private) documents complete the archive. 

Archive texts BGU I 195, II 378, IV 1019, XI 2012-2013, 2070, 2129; ChLA X 434; Chrest. Mitt. 88, 372; P. 
Aberdeen 147; P. Bouriant 23; P. Gen.(2) 1 74; P. Lond. 2 p. 152-154 no. 196; SB IV 7367; SB 
XVI 12555-12556; uncertain: BGU I 69, XI 2014; P. Aberdeen 17; P. Lond. 2 p. 264-265 no. 191. 

Text types Court case documents; loans, leases, sales, private letters = incoming and outgoing documents. 

Appendices App. 1. Stemma of the families of Agrippinus and Drusilla 

           Family of Agrippinus                                              Family of Drusilla 

     Agrippianus  x  Herais                                              Valerius Apollinarius  x  Tertia Drusilla 

 

     Agrippinus                     Thermouthis                        Philippos                                               minor X 

 

 App. 2. Documents concerning the Drusilla lawsuit, arranged by type 
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  App. 3. Chronological distribution of texts 
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