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Archive of Harmachis, oikonomos

Place
Date

Language
Material

Number of texts
Type

Collections
Find/Acquisition

Herakleopolites
215 - 214 BC
Greek
Papyrus
8
Official correspondence
Strasbourg, Bibliothèque Nationale et Universitaire
Acquisition by Wissenschaftliche Gesellschaft of Strasbourg, before 1914

Description The eight papyri belonging to the archive of Harmachis all derive from mummy cartonnage
bought by the Wissenschaftliche Gesellschaft of Strasbourg before 1914. They deal with
administrative matters, mainly transport of tax grain over  land and on the Nile in the village
of Techto in 215/214 BC. The same set of cartonnage yielded another official archive, dealing
with the garrison of Techtoi only a few years later. The two may have been discarded
simultaneously and bought up by the same dealers in second hand papyrus.

Harmachis is the addressee of P.Strasb. II 94 and 111, P.Strasb. VI 562, SB XVI 12287, and
no doubt also of P.Strasb. II 95 and SB XIV 11649, where the heading is lost. The naukleros
reciepts P.Strasb. VI 563 and P.Strasb. II 113 are unilateral declarations by two shippers of
boats owned by Agathokleia, the famous mistress of Ptolemy IV, but Harmachis clearly was
also the recipient here. Thus P.Strasb. VI 563  is the receipt corresponding to the loading
order P.Strasb. VI 562. All texts are dated in the last third of financial year 8 of Philopator.
Harmachis perhaps kept this part of his archive separate because the grain transport met with
unusual difficulties that year, as is clear from the requisitioning of draught animals in SB XVI
12287 and the farmers’ strike in P.Strasb. II 111.

Mecheir harvest

Phamenoth harvest

Pharmouthi

Pachons

Pauni

Epeiph

Mesore

Thoth 28 Nov. 13 P.Strasb. VI 562

Phaophi 1 Nov. 15 P.Strasb. VI 563

Phaophi 25

Hathyr

Choiakh 15 Jan. 28 P.Strasb. II 95

Choiakh 28 Feb. 10 SB XVI 12287

Tybi

Harmachis is styled “agent of the oikonomos Horos” in 2 and 3. He is responsible for the area
around Techtoi, in the south of the Herakleopolite nome. Though both he and his superior are
Egyptians, their administration functioned exclusively in Greek.


