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An interdisciplinary portal of the ancient world 

 
 
‘This invaluable site also has no long-term funding or sustainability plan.' 

– Bagnall / Heath, 'Roman Studies and Digital Resources', in: Journal of Roman Studies 108 
(2018), p. 177. 

 
Trismegistos (TM; www.trismegistos.org) is a long-running project created in 2005, but builds on other 
digital projects developed at KU Leuven since the 1980s. It provides information (metadata) about 
ancient texts (roughly 800 BCE - 800 CE), and offers dedicated sections on onomastics and 
prosopography (TM People), toponyms and geography (TM Places), ancient authors (TM Authors), 
chronology (TM Time), and several other topics (e.g. TM Languages, TM Collections). Some sections 
are limited to Greek papyri, such as TM Text Irregularities for 'non-standardized' spellings, or TM 
Words, a part-of-speech tagged offshoot of the texts in Papyri.Info. Most of the others, however, are 
truly interdisciplinary and are intensively used by papyrologists as well as egyptologists, epigraphers, 
and classics scholars and students in general. On the back of this introduction you will find the Google 
Analytics of the website for the last three years. You can also contact us for more detailed information 
demonstrating the use of TM for the city in which your institution is located (this is the most detailed 
level provided in Google Analytics). 

From 1 January 2020, Trismegistos will no longer be freely accessible to its users. The decision has 
been a hard one, but in our view necessary to assure long-term sustainability. The following will be 
reserved for subscribers: 
• Complex searches: users are able to search using multiple search criteria (including the new 

central search), and can finetune the results using charts or tables. 
• Sorting: users can sort the data in any way they like, rather than being bound to the standard 

order based on our IDs. 
• Visualizations: users will get an immediate survey of the results through pie charts (or tables), 

maps, word clouds and timelines. 
• Exporting: users will be able to export the results of their searches. 

We offer an institutional subscription at €1,040 per year (excl. VAT), for full and unlimited access for 
staff as well as students based on the IP address range(s) of your campus. Access through Virtual 
Private Network (VPN) or a proxy server can also be set up at your end. A detailed overview of the 
use of TM in your institution can be consulted at any time.
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Google Analytics of www.trismegistos.org (users/week August 2016 – August 2019) 

 

  



 


